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A Perfect Path 
God’s Plan for Salvation 

by Jon Mundy 

  

And God wills you perfect happiness now. 

Is it possible that this is not also your will? 

And is it possible that this is not also the will of your brothers? 

(T-9.VII.1:8-10) 

  
“My doctor insisted that I come to see you,” the patient told the psychiatrist. “Goodness 

knows why. I‟m healthy, happily married, and secure in my job, lots of money in the bank, lots 

of friends, no worries. . .” 

“Hmm,” said the psychiatrist, reaching for his notebook, “and how long have you been like 

this?”  

  
Each day, each hour and minute,  

even each second, 

you are deciding between the crucifixion and the resurrection; 

between the ego and the Holy Spirit. 

The ego is the choice for guilt; 

the Holy Spirit the choice for guiltlessness. 

The power of decision is all that is yours. 

. . . . . . 

You are guilty or guiltless, bound or free, unhappy or happy. 

(T-14.III.1-3&6) 

  

Happiness is a subjective experience. It is a feeling. It is a thought. It is a choice. My body 

might be limited to the confines of a wheelchair or a prison cell while my mind is perfectly 

ordered and happy. I might be driving an expensive car and living in a mansion and my mind 

racked with guilt and fear. It‟s where the mind (not the body) is that matters and when the mind 

is aligned with the Mind of God, peace and happiness prevail regardless of 

external circumstances.  

  

God gives me only happiness. 

He has given my function to me. 

Therefore my function must be happiness. 

(W-66.5:2-4) 

  

     Working within the framework of this world and an ego-based mind, perfection is impossible. 

Ultimately, however — which means now — there is no ego and this realization leads us to 

perfect happiness.  

  

The Holy Spirit begins by perceiving you as perfect. 

. . . . 

 



To perceive yourself this way is the only way  

in which you can find happiness in the world. 

That is because it is the acknowledgment that  

you are not in this world, for the world “is” unhappy. 

(T-6.II.5:1&6-7) 

  

This is a world of war, disease, and death. It is a world where women are brutalized, children 

abused, and young men go about killing and maiming  innocent people. The whole world has 

bought into the ego‟s game. We are all egoholics and literally addicted to our dreams. It is hard 

to break an addiction if you don‟t know you are addicted. Still, for many people there is 

an underlying suspicion that the world as presented on television, through all forms of media, 

through our various religions and social mores is not the way “it is.” Something is amiss.  

  

Once upon a tiny tick in time, 

There came a thought into the mind. 

There came a supposition. 

Nothing more than a miniscule cognition. 

A rumor rolled around inside the mind, 

Like many a myth, it made us blind. 

A fantasy, a wisp of wit, 

Led to a most incredible split. 

What if it were possible to pull-off a fantastic fraud? 

What if I could think a thought 

outside of the Mind of God?  

  

The story of Adam and Eve from the Bible is a helpful tool in understanding how so much 

unhappiness came into the world. Adam‟s experience is described as a “fall.” We “fell” into 

space — bodies and into time. Those who experience near-death experiences often speak of the 

return to the body as “falling back” into form.  

  

The separation was not a loss of perfection, 

but a failure in communication. A harsh and strident  

form of communication arose as the ego's voice. 

(T-6.IV.12:5-6) 

  

Depending on how we view historical time, for the past several hundreds of thousands, if not 

millions of years, several billion of us have been trying to do what Adam and Eve tried to do — 

to think a thought outside of the mind of God. It can‟t be done! It is, however, the thing which 

gave rise to this whole world and every aspect of it.  

  

Until the "separation," which is the meaning of the "fall,"  

nothing was lacking. There were no needs at all.  

Needs arise only when you deprive yourself.  

You act according to the particular order of needs you establish.  

This, in turn, depends on your perception of what you are. 

  



A sense of separation from God is the only lack you really need correct.  

This sense of separation would never have arisen 

if you had not distorted your perception of truth,  

and had thus perceived yourself as lacking. 

(T-1.VI.1:6-10 & 2:1-2) 

  

What Makes Us Unhappy? 
  

The Four Passing Sights 
According to Buddhist teaching, after the birth of Prince Siddhartha (who became the 

Buddha), his father asked eight Brahmins to predict his son‟s future. Seven of the Brahmins said 

he would either become a great Raja (king) or a Buddha, an enlightened being. Only one 

Brahmin predicted that he would become a Buddha and not a Raja. Siddhartha‟s father wanted 

his son to become a great king. He also knew that in order for Siddhartha to become a Buddha, 

he would first have to become a sadhu, a renunciate and a seeker after truth. He would have to 

give up all worldly pursuits and pleasures.  

  

A first step in that journey would mean becoming dissatisfied with the ways of the world. 

Siddhartha‟s father, therefore, sought to keep him from any suffering or disappointments which 

would cause him to question the nature of what we call reality. His father confined the young 

prince within the palace and provided for his every need, concealing from him the actualities 

and realities of life in the world.  

  

The Unholy Instant 
Inevitably, Siddhartha grew restless. Finally, at the age of twenty-nine, he broke free and set 

forth in a chariot accompanied by Channa, his charioteer and guide. In so doing, he was exposed 

to the veracities of the world and the brevity of bodily life. In his travels, he experienced the four 

„passing sights.‟  

  

First, Siddhartha sees an old man, thus, revealing to him the effects of aging and the illusion 

of time. 

Second, he sees a sick person suffering from a disease. Channa explains that all beings are 

subject to disease and pain.  

Third, Siddhartha sees a corpse and Channa explains that death is an inevitable fate that 

befalls everyone.  

Finally, Siddhartha sees a sadhu who is peaceful and serene. Siddhartha, then resolves to 

follow the sadhu‟s example and seek enlightenment.  

  

While A Course in Miracles is Christian in context, it bears a number of striking similarities 

to Buddhism. The goal of both is enlightenment or God realization. God is perfect. Heaven is 

perfect and you are a perfect creation (T-1.II.3:3). What God creates is Spirit and as Spirit 

“You” are perfect. Our bodies, which are part of the world, will never be perfect. All bodies have 

built-in implodes. They all age, become diseased, and they all die. Following the guidance of the 

ego, we‟ll never be happy. God has, however, set up a plan for our salvation and provided us 

with a guide to help us along the path to salvation.  

  



Wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads  

to destruction and many there are that go there in. 

Straight is the gate and narrow is the way that leads  

unto Life and few there are that find it. 

Matthew 7:13-14 

  
But ask yourself if it is possible that God would have a plan  

for your salvation that does not work.  

Once you accept His plan as the one function that you would fulfill,  

there will be nothing else  

the Holy Spirit will not arrange for you without your effort. 

He will go before you making straight your path, 

and leaving in your way no stones to trip on, 

and no obstacles to bar your way 

(T-20.IV.8:3-5) 

  
GPS — God’s Plan for Salvation 

A Course in Miracles makes 48 references to God‟s Plan for Salvation (GPS). This process 

can be compared to a GPS (Global Positioning System). It‟s remarkable how GPS works. You 

take “a little black box.” You punch into it your intended destination. There is a button on the 

box called Home. If you are in Anchorage, Alaska, and your home is in Miami, Florida, when 

you push that button called “Home,” instantaneously, (at the speed of light), this little black box 

makes contact with three different silver and gold angelic beings, (satellites), flying around the 

earth at 12,000 miles per hour, their arms stretched out to catch the energizing golden beams of 

the sun. 

  

What could you not accept, if you but knew that everything 

that happens, all events, past, present and to come, are 

gently planned by One Whose only purpose is your good? 

Perhaps you have misunderstood His plan, 

for He would never offer pain to you. 

But your defenses did not let you see His loving 

blessing shine in every step you ever took. 

While you made plans for death, 

He led you gently to eternal life. 

(W-135.18:1-4) 

  

     The word satellite comes from the Latin satelles meaning an attendant. The word angel 

comes from the Greek angelos meaning a celestial attendant, messenger, or envoy. The Course, 

thus, speaks symbolically of angels (messengers) who “light the way.” Principle Number 4 from 

the “Fifty Miracles Principles,” on the opening page of the Course reads: 

  

All miracles mean life, and God is the Giver of life. 

His Voice will direct you very specifically. 
You will be told all you need to know. 

(T-1.I.4) 



  

GPS is established through a process of trilateration. One gets your latitude; one gets your 

longitude; one gets your altitude; and when it comes to GPS (God‟s Plan for Salvation), one gets 

your attitude. They have a little conference (again at the speed of light). They put all this 

information together and within seconds, they send the directions to you, telling you where to go, 

foot-by-foot, step-by-step to your chosen destination.  

  

The ego-mind looking out for itself, and not focusing on God‟s Plan, often wanders along the 

road — making it difficult to stay on track. Whenever we go off track, GPS consistently and 

without complaint or malice simply “re-calculates” our position and tell us what we need to do to 

find our way back to the “straight way,” leading to the “narrow gate.” Practicing the Course 

facilitates the process of helping us repeatedly adjust our position, so we can more perfectly 

focus specifically on Home.   

  

A choice made with the power of Heaven to uphold it  

cannot be undone. Your way is decided.  

There will be nothing you will not be told, 

if you acknowledge this. 

(T-22.IV2:3-5) 

  

Do what GPS asks and we‟ll get Home by the shortest and straightest  possible route. Rather 

than following God‟s guidance, however, we say instead, “I would rather do it myself.” In the 

Introduction to the Course, we read: “Free will does not mean that you can establish the 

curriculum. It means only that you can elect what you want to take at a given time” (T-in.1.4). 

All willful attempts to write the curriculum for ourselves — create our own world — makes us 

unhappy. 

  

If I intervened between your thoughts and their results,  

I would be tampering with a basic law of cause and effect;  

the most fundamental law there is.  

I would hardly help you, if I depreciated the power of your  

own thinking. This would be in direct opposition  

to the purpose of this course.  

T-2.VII.1:4-6 

  

In Jesus‟ parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32), when the son asks for his inheritance, 

the father (clearly God in this story) does not deny him what he asks. The father does not say, 

“Now, let‟s talk this over, is this really a good idea?” The third line from the parable says: 

“…and the father divided up his property and gave it to him and the young man took his journey 

into a far country, and there wasted his substance on wanton living.” Similarly, in John Bunyan‟s 

classic, Pilgrim’s Progress from 1678, a temptress, named “Wanton,” (Wanton means willful, 

loose, or extravagant) tries to distract Pilgrim and take him off his course — off purpose.  

  

The thing which animates the body is the Spirit. In the “dreaming of the world,” the ego 

preempts Spirit and makes the body its home. In this sense, we are all addicted to or “possessed” 

by the ego. 



  

As long as any mind remains possessed  

of evil dreams, the thought of hell is real. 

(M-28.6:2) 

  

Your mind can be possessed by illusions, 

but spirit is eternally free. 

(T-1.IV.2:8) 

  

Perfect Communication 
The Course persistently reminds us of the power of our minds and our ability to choose. 

Happiness is learning how to turn decision-making back over to our spirit, the only part of us 

which can take direction from The Holy Spirit, and thus, remember God. The only Voice that 

Jesus has is that of the Holy Spirit. In this sense, Jesus and the Holy Spirit are one. Just as Jesus 

and the Holy Spirit are one so is your spirit one with that of the Holy Spirit. As Jesus says in 

John 15:5, “I am the vine, you are the branches.” We abide in him he abides in us.  

  

A Holy Instant is a time when “perfect communication” is established. Perfect 

communication occurs when we are in our “right mind,” when our tuner is turned on and we are 

following God‟s Plan for Salvation. When people love each other and wish only the best for each 

other, perfect communication occurs. When the ego is running the show, when there is anger, 

hostility, and resentment, communication breaks down.  

  

Prayer is then the medium of miracles. It is the means  

of communication of the created with the Creator.  

Through prayer love is received,  

and through miracles love is expressed  

(T-1.I.11) 

  

The Perfect Teacher 
Helen Schucman, the scribe of the Course, said that the purpose of the Course was to help us 

become increasingly aware of the presence of the Inner Teacher.  

  

The Holy Spirit is the Perfect Teacher 
He uses only what your mind already understands 

 to teach you that you do not understand it.  

The Holy Spirit can deal with a reluctant learner without going counter to his mind,  

because part of it is still for God.  

Despite the ego’s attempts to conceal this part,  

it is still much stronger than the ego, although the ego does not recognize it.  

The Holy Spirit recognizes it perfectly because it is His Own dwelling place;  

the place in the mind where He is at home. 

(T-5.III.10:1-5) 

  

The Holy Spirit is “in” us in a literal sense — not in the body but the Mind — mediating 

always in favor of the spirit (T-7.IX.1:5). The Holy Spirit, thus, functions in our right-mind 



serving as the translator or the communication link between God and ourselves, transforming 

perception to knowledge.  

  

. . . you must choose to hear one of two voices within you. 

 One you made yourself, and that one is not of God.  

But the other is given you by God, Who asks you only to listen to it.  

The Holy Spirit is in you in a very literal sense.  
His is the Voice that calls you back to where you were before and  

will be again. It is possible even in this world to hear only that  

Voice and no other. It takes effort and great willingness to learn. 

(T-5.II.3:6-10) 

  

We might think of the Holy Spirit as the Voice of our internal GPS. This Voice is our pilot, 

escort, chaperone or the one who directs us in our journey through this foreign land. Remember, 

“We do not live here.” Our real Home is Heaven. Like Jiminy Cricket in the story of Pinocchio, 

the Holy Spirit‟s goal is to see us safely Home. Similarly, the boy hero in the book and movie 

The Polar Express has a train conductor as his guide on his journey. Seeing that we are 

unconscious (asleep), as is the boy in the Polar Express, our guide‟s task is to help us awaken 

from dreaming.  

  

Good can withstand any form of evil,  

as light abolishes forms of darkness.  

The Atonement is therefore the perfect lesson.  

It is the final demonstration that all the other lessons I taught are true. 

If you can accept this one generalization now,  

there will be no need to learn from many smaller lessons.  

You are released from all errors if you believe this. 

(T-3.I.7:7-11) 

 

The Perfect Lesson 
Think of the Holy Spirit as the master computer that connects all the  satellites (angels) 

together and works perfectly through each. While the ego emphasizes separation, the Holy Spirit 

is leading us to Oneness. The Holy Spirit is the mechanism of miracles who is aware of both 

God's Plan for our salvation and our illusions. The Atonement is the process of “undoing” of the 

illusion of separation and recognition of our perfect state. It is the “recalculating” methodology 

by which GPS gets us back on track. “Atoning” means “undoing.” What we‟re undoing is the 

ego and the perpetual process of wrong-mindedness. For this reason, the Course is a course in 

mind-training. The Atonement reinstates Spirit, not the ego as the guide for the mind.  

  

Here is the real basis for your escape from fear. 

The escape is brought about by your acceptance of the Atonement,  

which enables you to realize that your errors never really occurred. 
(T-2.I.4:3-4) 

  
 

 



A miracle is a correction introduced into false thinking  

which acts as a catalyst, breaking up false perception. 

(T-1.I.37:1-3) 

  

The Holy Spirit separates the true from the false by perceiving perfectly rather than partially. 

We are constantly being given the exact information we need to find our way Home. We must, 

however, have our GPS turned on and we must pay attention to what it asks us to do. You can 

always do it your own way if you want. But, how are we going to find our way Home if we 

are unwilling to follow direction? On several different occasions in the Gospels, Jesus says, “Let 

those who have ears hear.” The ego cannot follow direction, being itself “the” director and often 

the dictator.  

  

Do you prefer that you be right or happy? 

(T-29.VII.1:9) 

  

I love it when you are reading a book other than the Course and you come across a line from 

the Course. Thus, it is in The Hitchhikers Guide to the Universe (1979) by English author and 

humorist Douglas Adam (1952-2001), the captain of a spaceship yells out, “I would rather be 

right than happy!” So it is in the ego‟s world. Only spirit can communicate with the Holy Spirit 

and, thus, lead us to Perfect Happiness Following the guidance of the ego we are led steadily into 

a hellish state of mind.  

  

It is possible to reach a state in which you bring your mind  

under my guidance without conscious effort,  

but this implies a willingness that you have not developed as yet. 
The Holy Spirit cannot ask more than you are willing to do. 

The strength to do comes from your undivided decision. 
There is no strain in doing God’s Will  

as soon as you recognize that it is also your own. 

(T-2.VI.6:1-4) 

  

The point of greatest despair is often the point at which, we realize that only God‟s Plan for 

Salvation will work. Only the arrogant ego could think it knows more than God. Shall I follow 

the path of trial and error and fail over and over again until I‟m so miserable I have no choice but 

to do it God‟s way? Or, can I go ahead and trust that, God‟s plan for my awakening is as perfect 

as the egos is fallible (T-14.V.2:5). 

  

When the Prodigal Son returns home and says, “I have sinned against you and before 

Heaven, I am no longer worthy to be called your son,” the father does not say, “That‟s right, 

you‟ve been a naughty boy but I, a good man, will forgive you.” The father doesn‟t say a word 

about where he went or what he did. The only thing the father says is, “get a gold ring and put it 

on his finger, get a cloak and put it on him, get some sandals and put them on his feet.” In other 

words, his status is being returned to him. “Kill the fatted calf, call in the musicians, we‟re going 

to have a party because my son was lost and he has been found; he was dead and he has come 

back to life again and that is the only thing which matters.”  

  



And, that is the only thing which matters. Where “you” went, what “you” did, the level of 

illusion any one of us gets caught in (an illusion is an illusion is an illusion) — none of that 

matters. The only thing that matters is that at some point, we awaken, remember Home, and turn 

in the direction that leads eventually to perfect happiness.  

  

When you have given up this voluntary dis-spiriting, you will  

see how your mind can focus and rise above fatigue and heal. 

(T-4.IV.6:3) 

  

When it comes to GPS, Holy Spirit never says, “What are you doing!? I told you to go right 

and you went left!” Instead, GPS patiently and consistently continues to offer us the “right 

guidance.” It is up to each of us to decide if we are going to follow, or, will we continue to try to 

do it our own way, in our own time, until time runs out. 

  

Perfect Correction 
Without a proper GPS, the ego wanders around lost until it finally fails. Each step of the path 

is clearly marked and the destination assured; yet, we must be willing to choose to take each step 

that leads us Home. 

  

A guide does not control but he does direct,  

leaving it up to you to follow. “Lead us not into temptation” 

means “Recognize your errors and choose to abandon 

them by following my guidance.” 

(T-1.III.4:6-7) 

  

God Himself gave you the perfect correction for everything 

you made that is not in accord with His holy Will. 

I am making His plan perfectly explicit to you, 

and will also tell you of your part in it. 

(T-5.VII.4:3-4) 

 God‟s plan for our awakening is as perfect as the ego‟s plan is fallible.  

  

Once you accept His plan as the one function that you would fulfill,  

there will be nothing else the Holy Spirit will not arrange 

for you without your effort.  

He will go before you making straight your path,  

and leaving in your way no stones to trip on,  

and no obstacles to bar your way.  

Nothing you need will be denied you. 

Not one seeming difficulty but will melt away before you reach it. 

You need take thought for nothing, careless of everything  

except the only purpose that you would fulfill. 

(T-20.IV.8:4-8) 

  

Jon 


