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Chapter 27 
 

The Healing of the Dream 
 

As we move into the latter chapters of the Course, they 

become progressively more delightful and poignant. Chapter 27 

offers us a synopsis of how we live in our wrong-mind rather than 

our right-mind and an analysis of the purpose of the body and the 

world and how we can be led out of this insane world; that is, the 

mind which chooses for the ego and, thus, keeps us in hell. The 

mind which chooses for the ego, could with equal ease and much 

better results, choose for the Holy Spirit. 

 

The Ego Out of Bounds 

I watched the ABC miniseries, Madoff, staring Richard 

Dreyfuss as Bernard Madoff. Madoff’s story is an example of an 

ego out of bounds. For anyone who might not know, Madoff was a 

successful Wall Street magician who engaged in an illegal Ponzi 

scheme in which he stole billions of dollars from those who 

invested in his company. There is something really crazy about a 

Ponzi scheme as there is no exit strategy because the plan requires 

a steady infusion of new backers to pay off a growing body of 

existing ones. Not surprisingly, forensic psychologists have labeled 

Madoff as a psychopath. Psychopathy is a broad term in the basic 

sense meaning to be “mad.”  

 

There are two kinds of psychopathologies which are very 

difficult to understand and to treat -- paranoia and psychopathy. 

They both begin in fear. Fear is the root -- but what is the fear of? 

The Course tells us that in the center of the center is our fear of 

God. 

 

This “is” an insane world, 

and do not underestimate the extent of its insanity. 

There is no area of your perception that it has not touched, 

and your dream “is” sacred to you. 

That is why God placed the Holy Spirit in you, 

where you placed the dream. 

T-14.I.2:6-8 
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Just a short course in history proves the insanity of this world. 

English historian, Edward Gibbon (1723-1792), 

author of The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire said, 

History is little more than the register of the crimes, 

follies, and misfortunes of mankind.” 

Or, as Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882) expressed it, 

History is one damn thing after the other. 

 

If the ego gets a good hold on one’s personality as it did with 

Henry VIII of England, Ivan the Terrible of Russia, or Adolf 

Hitler, the consequences can, of course, be devastating. Not all 

psychopaths are murderers. Some find other ways of ruining 

people’s lives. Psychopathy suggests an almost completely split 

mind. I say almost because the Course tells us that though perhaps 

buried very deeply inside, a spark of Divinity remains even in the 

darkest and most seemingly of lost souls.  

 

"Self-esteem" in ego terms means nothing more than  

that the ego has deluded itself into accepting its reality, 

and is therefore temporarily less predatory.  

This "self-esteem" is always vulnerable to stress,  

a term which refers to any perceived threat  

to the ego's existence. 

T-4.II.6:8-9 

 

Self-Esteem, Selfishness, and Psychopathy 

Psychopaths live under a great deal of stress, which they mask 

rather well. Though as Abraham Lincoln observed, “You can fool 

all of the people some of the time and some of the people all of the 

time but you cannot fool all of the people all of the time.”  

 

Selfishness is of the ego, but Self-fullness is of spirit  

because that is how God created it. 

T-7.IX.1:4 

 

Selfishness 

The Course uses the word Self-Esteem. Theologically, the 

word means Pride or Narcissism. Psychologically, the word means 

ego-centrism or hubris. Let’s just call it Selfishness. The basic 

problem of the ego could be reduced down to the word Selfishness. 

Psychopaths carry selfishness to the extreme. They often grow up 

under difficult conditions with perhaps unloving or perhaps 
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economically disabled parents and they are determined to become 

rich even if it means doing so illegally. The Mexican, drug lord, 

Chapo Guzman, fits the bill in this regard.  

 

A host of adjectives are used to describe a psychopathic 

personality: impulsivity, parasitic lifestyle, amorality, extreme 

grandiose, self-worth, pathological lying, craftiness, cunning, 

clever, deceitful, manipulative, a lack of remorse, shallow affect, 

promiscuous sexual behavior to name just a few of the 

characteristics. Madoff certainly displayed almost all of the 

psychopathic characteristics. 

 

Mystics, Magicians, and Miracle Workers 

Madoff was known as the magician of Wall Street. Magicians 

are tricksters. They enjoy pulling the wool over other people's 

eyes. Forensic psychologists studying Madoff say that such people 

“get off” on fooling as many people as they can and doing it very 

well. Once, in Las Vegas, I saw a large billboard promoting the 

great magician, David Copperfield. It said, Come see, the great 

mystic. Magicians are not mystics. Magicians hide the truth. 

Mystics uncover the truth. Mystics bring us truth and freedom.  

 

I looked online and found 40 books which had been written 

just about the psychology of Bernard Madoff. Psychologist Robert 

Hare of the University of British Columbia, author of Snakes in 

Suits: When Psychopaths Go to Work points out that Psychopaths 

enjoy being the top man on the totem pole and in a pyramid only 

one person can survived on the very tip-top. Those next to the top 

man do well as long as the game is in place. All those on the 

bottom will be destroyed. A Ponzi scheme is, thus, a nightmare 

dream. The greatest fear is that of awakening from the fantasy 

world. 

 

The Mind is Very Powerful 

The mind is, indeed, very powerful. The question is into 

whose hands do we wish to place our mind. We are at choice. We 

can give the mind back to “The Mind” and, thus, be host to God or 

the mind can be “hostage to the ego.” Psychopaths are obviously 

“hostages to the ego.” Which way do you want to go? All ego’s 

have a built-in implode. They all eventually fail and the bigger the 

ego or psychopathy, the greater the mess when it all falls apart.  
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As I write these words, our country is going through a process 

of deciding who will be the next president of the United States. 

This is a democracy. Anyone can run. Is not our greatest need 

freedom from fear? Do we need hard talk that speaks of destroying 

enemies? We only have enemies if we make enemies. 

 

Few appreciate the real power of the mind,  

and no one remains fully aware of it all the time.  

However, if you hope to spare yourself from fear there are some 

things you must realize, and realize fully.  

The mind is very powerful, and never loses its creative force.  

It never sleeps. 

T-2.VI.9:3-5 

 

Madoff did what he did and like Hitler, he showed us how a 

powerful mind can be used to destroy itself. In Madoff’s case, he 

also destroyed the members of his family and those who loved and 

served him. One of his sons committed suicide, the other died of 

cancer. He nearly destroyed Hadassah, the Jewish Women’s 

Philanthropic organization -- everyone down to the annihilation of 

his faithful personal secretary who clearly loved him.  

 

The Scarcity Principle 

Leopold and Lobe, two wealthy intellectuals from the 1920s, 

murdered a 14 year-old boy just for fun, just to prove to 

themselves that they could do it and to prove that they could 

commit a perfect crime (they would not be caught). They were 

caught though because they were “careless.” During their trial, 

they expressed no remorse. Psychopaths “appear” not to have a 

conscience. To this day, Bernard Madoff has shown very little 

remorse or sorrow for what he did to so many.  

 

Without guilt there is no scarcity. 

The sinless have no needs. 

S-1.II.3:5 

 

There is no happiness in lying in a lounge chair on a sunny 

beach sipping a cool drink unless one has inner peace. On the 

outside, Bernard Madoff had all the worldly luxuries anyone could 

want but none of them belonged to him. He had stolen it all. Many 

of his fellow inmates look up to him as the greatest criminal 

magician of them all. No Ponzi scheme can last -- only a great 



5 

 

magician can keep the ball in the air for just so long. Bernie fooled 

the world longer than any magician before him, before the trick 

was exposed and the ball fell. Bernie fooled the world for over 40 

years. He is now 78 years old and in retirement, living on the 

benefits he receives from the US Government. He lives in one cell. 

He earns $1 per hour, cleaning floors. All of his expenses are taken 

care of -- food and medical needs. Bernie has admitted that he 

made some very bad investments. 

 

The ego is trying to teach you how to gain the whole world  

and lose your own soul.  

The Holy Spirit teaches that you cannot lose your soul  

and there is no gain in the world, for of itself it profits nothing. 
 

To invest without profit is surely to impoverish yourself,  

and the overhead is high.  

Not only is there no profit in the investment,  

but the cost to you is enormous.  

For this investment costs you the world's reality  

by denying yours, and gives you nothing in return.  

You cannot sell your soul, but you can sell your awareness of it.  

You cannot perceive your soul, but you will not know it while you 

perceive something else as more valuable. 

T-12.V.1:1-7 

 

The thing we think is more valuable is the self we have 

created whatever that self may be -- first of all, we think we are 

bodies; and yet, bodies, we know, are transitory, limited in space 

and time -- Spirit lives in eternity.  

 

The dreaming of the world is but a part  

of your own dream you gave away,  

and saw as if it were its start and ending, both.  

Yet was it started by your secret dream,  

which you do not perceive although it caused the part you see 

 and do not doubt is real.  

How could you doubt it while you lie asleep, 

 and dream in secret that its cause is real? 

T-27.VII.11:6-8 
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The Secret Dream  and the Dreaming of the World 

Early twentieth century Esoteric Teacher, G.I. Gurdjieff (1866-

1949), an influential Russian mystic, 

philosopher, and composer of Greek 

descent said that most humans do not 

possess a unified mind. “We live,” he said, 

“in a state of hypnotic ‘waking sleep’.” 

According to Gurdjieff, almost everyone is 

sleepwalking -- living lives trapped in 

their heads caught in their own secret 

dream. Jesus also speaks of the secret 

dream as the sleep of forgetfulness as we 

find it described in what is known as “The 

Lord’s Prayer” from the Course.  
 

The sleep of forgetfulness is only the unwillingness  

to remember Your forgiveness and Your Love. 

T-16.VII.12:4 

 

We are not truly awake, rather we dream three different kinds 

of dreams. These states include:  

1. The sinister secret dream; 

2. The dreaming of the world -- a state we all share; and, 

3. A happy dream -- a forgiving dream in which we begin to 

awaken. The second dream comes out of the first and the third is 

the solution to the illusion of dreaming. 

 

1. The secret dream is our “personal” dream.  
This dream we keep to ourselves. It’s the way “we really feel” 

and what we say when we talk to ourselves -- you know that 

character in your mind that says, “What did you do or say that 

for?” -- your inner critic, your cry baby, your tough guy. 

 

2. The secret dream is also a place of profound loneliness  
It is a place of isolation and self-imposed solitary 

confinement. At the heart of the secret dream is the belief in sin -- 

that is, the belief that we have managed to do the impossible; we 

have succeeded in separating ourselves from God.  

 

3. We pretend it is not there. 

This secret dream is also secret because we “pretend” it is not 

there. This is called repression and we’re all very good at it. Freud, 
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Jung, and so many other depth psychologists pointed with accuracy 

to the way the id and the ego-unconscious “runs” the mind.  

 

4. There “are” no idle thoughts and all thinking produces 

form at some level.  We should watch our thoughts -- they do 

have an effect and the most thoughtful thought is that of communal 

prayer. The ego asks us not to look at the secret dream, because if 

we did, everything would fall apart. Bernard Madoff “knew” that 

one day his world was going to fall apart -- it had to. It was built 

into the system. He feared its coming. For every day it did not 

come, he remained in terror -- when will the other shoe drop? 

 

5. Because the secret dream is “hidden” it is, therefore, 

more esoteric and, therefore, difficult to understand, even though 

we all know all about it. While many good folks do share their 

worries and concerns, there remains the worries that we do not 

share -- concerns about money and health issues, worries about our 

looks, and our standing in the community and the world. One of 

the characteristics of an addiction is that it is something we want to 

keep hidden.  

 

6. As our secret dreams are secret even to ourselves. By 

not looking -- not only are problems never solved, they continue to 

fester until the ego inevitably implodes. Problems can never be 

solved unless we go to the center and deal with the problem there. 

Our most basic fear is of God. Our great love and freedom is also 

in God. It’s all a matter of what we see. We must look at the 

decision we make “to think” in line with the ego.  

 

The secret dream is not our problem. 

It is “the choice” for the secret dream which keeps us in hell. 

 

The Dreaming of the World 

By projecting the secret dream on to the world, it then appears 

that the dream is outside of our minds in the world. It is the world 

which is screwed up while we remain perfect judges of the world; 

i.e., projectors of the world. We then continue to dream the 

World’s Dream -- a dream we all dream in concert. We can find a 

regular reporting on the nature of the world’s dream each day on 

the evening news. 

 

Whatever You Do, Don’t Look Inside! 
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We don’t want to look too deep inside, for God is in the 

center of the Mind and if we go there, God will get us once and for 

all. Then, the ego will be a goner and the dream will end. When I 

worked in Sing-Sing prison (1982-1990), I had a few students tell 

me that they were glad they got caught because it was the only way 

they could stop the acting out, the drugging and drinking and their 

non-stop destructiveness. Madoff actually experienced a bit of 

relief when he was caught. Even though he had destroyed the lives 

of thousands and was well-hated -- he no longer had to keep the 

“ball of pretense” up in the air.  

 

If we let God win, we are then reborn into an even greater life. 

The ego cannot begin to believe this or accept it as true. The thing 

about our “dreaming” is that we don’t realize that we do it – 

except, sometimes we do. Sometimes, too, we can experience 

freedom from the dream in what the Course calls a Holy Instance. 

It is then that we see the dream for what it is. Heaven stands 

outside the dream -- in a place of simultaneity. A Holy Instant can 

become a door which will lead us out of illusion and back Home 

again to God -- if we let it. 

 
The heart of the secret dream is our belief in sin. 

Dr. Kenneth Wapnick 

 

The Christian resolve to find the world ugly  

and bad, has made the world ugly and bad. 

German Philosopher, Friedrich Nietzsche  

(1844-1900) 
 

Projection Makes Us Blind 

We project our minds out into the world by finding fault with 

the world. We see sin and say something rotten needs to be fixed in 

the world. The secret dream happens on the inside and the 

dreaming of the world happens on the outside. The Course 

repeatedly emphasizes that ideas can leave their source. 

 

Anger always involves projection of separation 

which must ultimately be accepted as one's own responsibility, 

rather than being blamed on others.” 

 T-6.in.1:2 
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The heart of the secret dream is the belief that sin is real 

and hell an actuality. There is no love in such a thought and so it 

is not true. The secret dream is the dream the ego makes up so that 

we will become so frightened of (God) that we will avoid him 

altogether. Running away from God, we get caught in the world’s 

dream.  

 

The World’s Dream 

Alone, we have the secret dream and in concert, we dream 

together, in fashion, in what is popular, in style, in thought, in the 

show we see presented to the world, in technology, in glitz, and 

glitter. All this we share in space and time on a place call planet 

earth.  

 

The secret dream is buried deeply in the unconscious mind. 

That is why it is secret. We try to repress it; and yet, there remains 

a haunting memory of the secret dream. Most importantly, we are 

not aware of the cause of the secret dream; namely, the decision 

that we made to listen to the ego instead of the Holy Spirit.  

 

We make up a dream in which we see ourselves in a body, in 

a world, in space and time. Being absorbed in the apparent reality 

of the body means being in a state of mindlessness. We are born 

into a specific society with a culture, a primary religion (or not) 

and a variety of definitions, height, sex, ever-changing age, and 

more -- all saying something about what is good and bad, right and 

wrong, normal or abnormal. There is a place in which we live in a 

world, in a country, in a region, in a city, a town -- it all seems very 

real; and yet, we know death assures us that it is all a dream within 

a dream.  

 

We dream a dream in which we are the main character. We 

look around for fame and fortune on the outside losing perspective 

and in-sight. Now more than ever, it is possible lose oneself in a 

video games. I watched a show on the growing phenomena of 

fantasy sports betting -- a new form of addiction where some folks 

are driving themselves into deep debt and despair. 

 

Think of the secret dream as a “curtain” which has been 

dropped across our eyes and our vision blurred with “bling-bling,” 

the lights and sounds of a Las Vegas, a Hollywood, or perhaps 

Hong Kong. Being fascinated with the outside, there is little to no 
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awareness of the dream. Sometimes a close encounter with death 

can bring us back to this memory. The loss of a love, a business, or 

a home might help to awaken us. Again the Course asks, “Do you 

want to be hostage to the ego or host to God?”  

 

In the same place where the decision was made to choose 

the ego -- the decision can also be made for God. Here is the 

correction at the center of the center -- the place where everything 

can be turned around. The mind that chooses for the ego can 

ultimately, with even greater ease make a choice for our Right-

mind -- the place where the Atonement is.  

 

The Cause of Unreality 
 

A brother separated from yourself, an ancient enemy,  

a murderer who stalks you in the night and plots your 

death,  

yet plans that it be lingering and slow; of this you dream. 

Yet underneath this dream is yet another,  

in which you become the murderer, the secret enemy,  

the scavenger and the destroyer of your brother  

and the world alike. Here is the cause of suffering,  

the space between your little dreams and your reality.   

The little gap you do not even see,  

the birthplace of illusions and of fear,  

the time of terror and of ancient hate,  

the instant of disaster, all are here. 

 Here is the cause of unreality.  

And it is here that it will be undone. 

T-27.VII.12:1-6 
 

This is the point or origin of the “tiny mad idea,” which we 

now perceive to be reality. We believe we are separated from God. 

This is an impossibility; and yet, we still believe it. My individual 

self is “testimony” to the reality that I can be split off from God -- 

so says the ego and yet -- there is no gap; there is no “tiny mad 

idea;” the whole illusory world never started in the first place.  

 

Seeing problems -- I cannot see. 

The real insanity is inside of me. 
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The world is not the problem 

It is “the cause of the world” which is the problem. 

Dr. Kenneth Wapnick 

  

Dreaming Out Loud we see ourselves as a body. The 

Course is asking us to be responsible and to face up to our 

projections -- to see how insane our anger is.  

 All the while, anger is never justified. (T-30.VI.1:1). 

 

No one can waken from a dream the world is dreaming for him. 

He becomes a part of someone else's dream. 

He cannot choose to waken from a dream he did not make. 

Helpless he stands, a victim to a dream conceived and  

cherished by a separate mind. 

Careless indeed of him this mind must be, as thoughtless of his 

peace and happiness as is the weather or the time of day. 

It loves him not,  

but casts him as it will in any role that satisfies its dream. 

So little is his worth that he is but a dancing shadow,  

leaping up and down according to a senseless plot  

conceived within the idle dreaming of the world. 

T-27.VII.8:1-7 

 

I spent some wonderful and some sad times in India. The 

people were delightful, the pain sometimes immense. There were 

so many beggars but I could not help them all. I tried. I would get 

on a bus with my pockets filled with small coins and as the bus 

pulled away, I would throw the change out the window -- a half 

days pay for some.  

 

I. The Picture of Crucifixion 
 

The wish to be unfairly treated is a compromise  

attempt that would combine attack and innocence. 

Who can combine the wholly incompatible,  

and make a unity of what can never join? 

Walk you the gentle way, and you will fear no evil  

and no shadows in the night. 

But place no terror symbols on your path,  

or you will weave a crown of thorns  

from which your brother and yourself will not escape.  

You cannot crucify yourself alone.  

 And if you are unfairly treated,  
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he must suffer the unfairness that you see.  

 You cannot sacrifice yourself alone. For sacrifice is total.  

 If it could occur at all it would entail the whole of God's 

creation, 

 and the Father with the sacrifice of His beloved Son. 

T-27.I.1:1-9 

 

Whenever you consent to suffer pain, to be deprived, 

 unfairly treated or in need of anything,  

you but accuse your brother of attack upon God's Son.   
 

You hold a picture of your crucifixion before his eyes,  

that he may see his sins are writ in Heaven in your blood and 

death,  

and go before him, closing off the gate and damning him to hell.  
 

 Yet this is writ in hell and not in Heaven, 

 where you are beyond attack and prove his innocence.   

The picture of yourself you offer him you show yourself,  

and give it all your faith.  

The Holy Spirit offers you, to give to him, 

 a picture of yourself in which there is no pain  

and no reproach at all.   

And what was martyred to his guilt becomes the perfect witness 

to his innocence. 

T-27.I.3:1-6 

 

Now in the hands made gentle by His touch,  

the Holy Spirit lays a picture of a different you.  

 It is a picture of a body still,  

for what you really are cannot be seen nor pictured.   
T-27.I.5:1-2 

 

Purpose Is Everything -- What Is It For? 

We need no defense. We need only awaken from an illusory 

dream. What is needed are gentle steps by which we begin to let go 

of the purpose we have made of the body. Before we entirely 

release our hold on this world and this body, we begin to see that 

the body has a different purpose. In truth, it can be used as a tool 

for our awakening. Ken said over and over again, “purpose is 

everything.”  
 

Attest his innocence and not his guilt. 
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 Your healing is his comfort  

and his health because it proves illusions are not true.  

T-27.I.6:11 

  

Let’s remember that the ego uses the body as an APP -- for 

Attack, for Pleasure, and for Pride. The trouble with pleasure is 

that it is “temporary” and not a part of Eternity. Therefore, in order 

to experience pleasure, we must repeat pleasure over and over 

again. This leads to the possibility of overuse and to a possible 

addiction as can happen when we overeat, drink too much, or 

become possibly addicted to sexual pleasure.  

 

 Your function is to show your brother sin can have no cause.   

How futile must it be to see yourself a picture of the proof 

 that what your function is can never be!  

The Holy Spirit's picture changes not 

 the body into something it is not.   

It only takes away from it all signs of accusation  

and of blamefulness.  

T-27.I.9:1-4 

 

Again, we are looking at the wish to perceive ourselves as 

being unfairly treated. The ego’s thought-system comes to take the 

place of the right-minded, Atonement principle. If we remove our 

belief in the wrong-mind then all that is left is the right-mind. 

When we withdraw the ego’s purpose for the body, we can then 

see the Holy Spirit’s purpose. Our function is simply to choose 

for the undoing of the ego. We will then find that: 

 

Into this empty space, 

 from which the goal of sin has been removed,  

is Heaven free to be remembered.  

Here its peace can come,  

and perfect healing take the place of death.   

The body can become a sign of life, a promise of redemption, 

and a breath of immortality to those grown sick  

of breathing in the fetid scent of death.  
 

Let it have healing as its purpose.  

Then will it send forth the message it received, and by its health  

and loveliness proclaim the truth and value that it represents.   

Let it receive the power to represent an endless life,  

forever unattacked.   
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And to your brother let its message be, 

 "Behold me, brother, at your hand I live." 
T-27.I.10:1-7 

 

This last line, “Behold me, brother, at your hand I live,” is in 

contrast with the sentence in paragraph 4 above, which says, 

“Behold me brother at your hand I die.”  

 

II. The Fear of Healing 
 

Forgiveness is not real unless it brings 

 a healing to your brother and yourself.  

You must attest his sins have no effect on you  

to demonstrate they are not real.  

How else could he be guiltless?   

And how could his innocence be justified 

 unless his sins have no effect to warrant guilt?   

T-27.3:1-3 

 

This is a difficult passage for many. This theme comes up 

again and again in the Course. We cannot say “I will forgive but 

I cannot forget.” At the end of the Prodigal Son story, the father 

does not say a word about where the son went or what he did. All 

he says is, “Get a gold ring and put it on his finger, get a cloak and 

put it on him. Get some sandals and put them on his feet.” In other 

words, his status is being returned. What he did, where he went -- 

none of that is of any concern at all. The only thing that matters is 

that he has returned. “He was lost and is found. He was dead and 

he has come back to Life again” -- and that is the only thing which 

matters.  

 

Sins are beyond forgiveness just because they would entail  

effects that cannot be undone and overlooked entirely.   

In their undoing lies the proof that they are merely errors.   

Let yourself be healed that you may be forgiving,  

offering salvation to your brother and yourself. 

T-27.II.4:1-7 

 

If I attack you, I am attacked. What I am attacking is myself 

as there is no difference between us. If I am healed then I also see 

you healed, whether you accept that evaluation or not.  

 

 So does your healing show your mind is healed,  
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and has forgiven what he did not do.  

T-27.II.6:2 

 

We all suffer from the same nightmare -- we have killed off 

God. This is, of course, not possible. What we can do is not pay 

attention to God’s call in our lives. We are all absolutely equal. If 

we make difference real then we make sin real. If we make sin 

real, we are living in a dream in which we believe that someone 

else must suffer because of our sins. Suffering is a choice -- not 

something which happens to us. To be God’s Son means to be 

God’s One Son -- that is, to see that we are all one and cannot be 

otherwise. If we think differences are real we seek to destroy 

Oneness. 

 

III. Beyond All Symbols 
 

Yet true undoing must be kind.  

 And so the first replacement for your picture  

is another picture of another kind. 

T-27.III.4:1-8 

 

Before we can move away from the egoistic mind, we must 

begin to substitute another picture of another kind -- what the 

Course refers to as the Happy Dream. We are afraid that if we paid 

attention to the Holy Spirit, we would fade back into Eternity -- a 

place we never left. Thus, Eternity is a threat to the ego’s survival. 

In “reality,” that which is within Eternity, there is no separate 

“me.”  

 

As nothingness cannot be pictured, 

so there is no symbol for totality.   

Reality is ultimately known without a form,  

unpictured and unseen.  

T-27.III.5:1-2 

 

There is a simple answer here in that ultimately reality 

transcends thinking. Ultimately, if you “think” about it then 

thinking requires the use of words. Animals even insects, even 

ameba think but they do not use words. They do not think as we do 

and what the Course calls “The thinking of the universe” is so far 

beyond words that words simply no longer work.  

 

God, Who encompasses all being,  
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created beings who have everything individually,  

but who want to share it to increase their joy.  

Nothing real can be increased except by sharing.  

That is why God created you. 

 Divine Abstraction takes joy in sharing.  
 

That is what creation means.  

"How," "what" and "to whom" are irrelevant, because real 

creation gives everything, since it can create only like itself. 

Remember that in the Kingdom there is no difference between 

“having” and “being,” as there is in existence. 

In the state of being the mind gives everything always. 

T-4.VII.5:1-7 

 

Let’s say we have two separate cells, each containing their 

own DNA, etc. Now let’s combine these two cells and make one 

cell. That new cell now contains more information, more “life,” if 

you will, than the single cell. Would that new cell like to go back 

to being two separate cells? Something positive happens when we 

join. Mutts, we know, are often healthier than pure-breed dogs 

since being of “mixed blood,” they are more immune to disease.  

 

When a couple comes together -- what gives them joy is that 

they are now sharing. Separation and isolation is hell. Something 

which did not exist before a couple came together now exists -- 

their unique union. The sharing of love makes life all the better. 

Given the right conditions, neither would like to go back to being 

separate.  

 

Forgiveness is not yet a power known as wholly free of limits.  

 Yet it sets no limits you have chosen to impose.   

Forgiveness is the means by which  

the truth is represented temporarily.  

T-27.III.5:3-5 

 

Forgiveness is not the truth; it is still part of the dream. In 

truth, no forgiveness is needed. Again, God does not forgive 

because God does not condemn in the first place.  

 

Forgiveness is not the truth but it is a representation of the truth. 

Dr. Ken Wapnick 

 

 It lets the Holy Spirit make exchange of pictures possible,  
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until the time when aids are meaningless and learning done.   

No learning aid has use that can extend beyond the goal of 

learning.  When its aim has been accomplished it is functionless.   

Yet in the learning interval it has a use that now you fear,  

but yet will love. 

T-27.III.5:2-9 

 

The body is now seen not as an instrument of separation and 

guilt rather is it seen in its proper function. Now can we turn away 

from the body as a focus of attention to the Mind which is the 

creator of the body. We are going back again into the root of the 

problem so we can “fix” the problem at its cause. We are looking 

to let go of the illusion of the body, time, the world, and our 

individuality altogether.  

 

Let’s Review 

The body is a learning device. Time is a learning device. A 

miracle is a learning device. The Holy Instant is a learning 

device. Eventually, forgiveness is useless and unnecessary as we 

will no longer engage in any form of condemnation. Eventually, 

learning is useless.  

If forgiveness is complete, nothing else is needed.  

If learning is complete, nothing else is needed.  

There is no need for a past because there is nothing to hold on 

to. Forgiveness undoes illusion by helping us to see that it is still 

possible to exist in the world. As we now see ourselves as one with 

the whole of creation, we are not at odds with anyone. Other 

people are not enemies. As a matter of fact, we all have the same 

purpose namely, that of giving our “minds” back to “The Mind.”  

 

IV. The Quiet Answer 
 

This is a very nice calming and peaceful section which helps 

us understand what the Holy Instant is -- an instant outside of time 

and space when we choose the Holy Spirit instead of the ego.  

 

In quietness are all things answered,  

and is every problem quietly resolved.  

T-27.IV.1:1 

 

Thus it must be that time is not involved  

and every problem can be answered now.  

T-27.IV.2:1 
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Learning occurs in time. Once the learning is complete, there 

is then no need for time. All we have then is Eternal Love. 

 

Yet it must also be that, 

in your state of mind, solution is impossible. 

  Therefore, God must have given you a way  

of reaching to another state of mind  

in which the answer is already there. 
 

Such is the holy instant. 

 It is here that all your problems should be brought and left.   

Here they belong, for here their answer is.   

And where its answer is, a problem must be simple  

and be easily resolved.   

T-27.IV.2:1-7 

 

Remember, the “decision-maker” chooses the ego. The ego 

never wants us to look at the decision-maker. Instead, the ego 

makes up the secret dream in which we voluntarily choose to leave 

the mind. We then dream the world’s dream in which is filled with 

problems. Egos ALWAYS have problems – often, a host of them.  

 

Therefore, attempt to solve no problems  

in a world from which the answer has been barred.  

T-27.IV.7:1 

 

The Choice Point 

Our problems do not get solved as we do not look to solve our 

problem at the core point or origination -- namely, at the original 

choice point where we decide for the ego instead of the Holy 

Spirit. If we really want peace -- we can only achieve the peace 

that is already in the mind. It has always been there -- it is simply a 

matter of choosing it. Rather than looking for peace -- at the 

choice point -- we choose to look outside for love, happiness, and 

peace in the world. While we may experience some little 

“pleasures” in the world, it is always falling short of true 

contentment. Choosing for the world can only be a pretense of 

happiness. In the long run, it’s all a charade, a caricature of life but 

not the real thing -- not the Home of Love.  

 

But bring the problem to the only place 

 that holds the answer lovingly for you.  
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Here are the answers that will solve your problems  

because they stand apart from them, 

and see what can be answered; what the question is. 

Within the world the answers merely raise another question, 

though they leave the first unanswered. 

In the holy instant, you can bring the question to the answer, 

and receive the answer that was made for you. 
T-27.IV.7:2-5 

 

1. The ego takes us from the mind into the world. 

2. The miracle takes us back to the choice point and helps us 

to make the right decision.  

3. Forgiveness is the process by which decisions are made. 

Forgiveness or the miracle then simply reverses what the ego 

has done.  

V. The Healing Example 
 

The only way to heal is to be healed.  

The miracle extends without your help,  

but you are needed that it can begin.  

T-27.V.1:1-2 

 

Our job is not to save the world.  
If you think you are suppose to save the world then the ego’s 

specialness is caught in a scrimmage it cannot win. No one can see 

clearly when they are caught in a battle. We cannot see when there 

is too much smoke and dust in the air. Our job is to heal our own 

minds, which will then reflectively be a process by which the 

world can be healed. All we have to do is to reflect the truth. Just 

like Bernard Madoff’s whole life was a lie -- and he knew it.  

 

No one can ask another to be healed.  

But he can let himself be healed, and thus offer the other what 

he has received. Who can bestow upon another what he does not 

have?  

T-27.V.1:6-7 

 

In order to really help another, we have to be healed 

ourselves. Bill Thetford and Ken Wapnick were wonderful 

teachers because they demonstrated what it meant to have a healed 

mind. There is a right choice which we can make. We are not 

asked to heal the world. We are simply being asked to look at our 

ego’s thought-system and thereby, understand the ego’s purpose.  
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The holy instant is the miracle's abiding place.  

From there, each one is born into this world  

as witness to a state of mind  

that has transcended conflict, and has reached to peace.  

It carries comfort from the place of peace into the battleground,  

and demonstrates that war has no effects.  

For all the hurt that war has sought to bring,  

the broken bodies and the shattered limbs,  

the screaming dying and the silent dead, 

 are gently lifted up and comforted. 

T-27.V.3:1-4 

 

We are looking to be free of the thought-system of suffering 

and death.  

 

Come to the holy instant and be healed,  

for nothing that is there received  

is left behind on your returning to the world.  

And being blessed you will bring blessing.  

Life is given you to give the dying world.  

 

We bring “Life” to the world not by having babies. We bring 

life to the world by bringing the world our joy, our love, our 

forgiveness, and our gratitude.  

 

Problems are not specific but they take specific forms, 

 and these specific shapes make up the world. 

 And no one understands the nature of his problem.  

If he did, it would be there no more for him to see.  

Its very nature is that it is not.  

T-27.V.8:1-3 

 

I once knew someone who suffered from paranoia. It was very 

difficult to try to get him to see that his fears were all in his own 

mind. No one was after him. There was nothing to be afraid of 

except as Franklin Roosevelt said, “…fear itself.” Fear is a 

decision and as we know -- the mind can be changed. 

 

VI. The Witnesses to Sin 
 

The resurrection of the world awaits your healing and your 

happiness, that you may demonstrate the healing of the world. 



21 

 

Ideas leave not their source, and their effects but seem to be 

apart from them. Ideas are of the mind.  

What is projected out, and seems to be external to the mind,  

is not outside at all, but an effect of what is in,  

and has not left its source. 

T-26.VII.4:7-9 

 

In the 1818, Germany philosopher, Arthur 

Schopenhauer (1788-1860) wrote a book called, 

The World as Will and Idea. According to 

Schopenhauer: The world that we perceive is a 

"presentation" of objects in the theatre of our 

own mind. The phrase, “ideas leave not their 

source,” is an idea in the Course and an idea Ken 

Wapnick emphasized time and time again.  
 

The world is healed insofar as my mind is healed.  
Let’s say that you were not here in the world. You have died 

and gone to Heaven. There is no world in front of you to see. If 

you cannot see, touch, taste, hear, smell or in any way have any 

awareness of an exterior world -- is there then no exterior world? 

This is the old philosophic question: “if a tree falls in a forest and 

there is no one there, does it make a sound, if there is no sound 

receptor?” Everything is dependent upon how we perceive it. I can 

hate the world and see a hateful world or I can love the world and 

find love coming back my way. Thus, the Course asks us to:  

 

Look with loving eyes on him who carries Christ within him,  

that you may behold his glory and rejoice  

that Heaven is not separate from you. 

T-26.IX.1:6 

 

If we look out upon the world and see fear and anxiety in 

others, the only thing we can do is to continue always to extend 

love to them, whether they are capable of experiencing that love is 

not up to us -- and yet, if the love is sincerely given then at some 

level it will also be received.  

 

 The holy instant will replace all sin 

 if you but carry its effects with you.  

And no one will elect to suffer more.  

What better function could you serve than this? 
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 Be healed that you may heal, and suffer not the laws of sin to be 

applied to you. And truth will be revealed to you 

 who chose to let love's symbols take the place of sin. 

T-27.VI.8:1-6 

 

We suffer to the degree to which we attack the world. 

 

 

VII. The Dreamer of the Dream 
 

Now you are being shown you can escape.  

All that is needed is you look upon the problem as it is, 

 and not the way that you have set it up. 

T-27.VII.2:1-2 

 

The way we have set up the world within our secret dream is 

that we say the problems which are in the world are not in our 

minds -- the problems we perceive are in the world. Thus, Lesson 

132 from the workbook asks us to say: I lose the world from all I 

thought it is.   
 

There is no world apart from what you wish, 

 and herein lies your ultimate release. 

Change but your mind on what you want to see,  

and all the world must change accordingly. 

And then again the sentence appears. 

Ideas leave not their source. 

W-132. 

 

The secret dream is very complicated, which is why we are 

not aware of it. The world’s dream is also complicated. The reason 

it is so well-hidden is to keep the simplicity of the solution to the 

problem hidden from us. The simplicity of the solution is simply 

this -- all we have to do is to make a decision -- the decision to do 

the right thing and not be afraid to make that choice. The more we 

do the right thing, the more we will be free of fear. 

 

The problem is -- I have chosen for the ego. 

The solution is -- I choose for the Holy Spirit. 

How simple can it get? 

 

 Without the clouds the problem will 

 emerge in all its primitive simplicity. 
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 The choice will not be difficult,  

because the problem is absurd when clearly seen.  

No one has difficulty making up his mind to let a simple problem 

be resolved if it is seen as hurting him, 

and also very easily removed. 

T-27.VII.2:1-6 

 

The choice to be special makes us very unhappy because the 

choice for specialness is the choice for guilt. It is absurd to think 

that we could find love outside of Heaven.  

 

The "reasoning" by which the world is made, 

 on which it rests, by which it is maintained, is simply this: 

 "You are the cause of what I do. 

Your presence justifies my wrath,  

and you exist and think apart from me.  

While you attack I must be innocent.  

And what I suffer from is your attack." 

No one who looks upon this "reasoning" exactly as it is 

 could fail to see it does not follow and it makes no sense. 

T-27.VII.3:1-5 

 

Look, then, beyond effects. 

 It is not here the cause of suffering and sin must lie.  

And dwell not on the suffering and sin,  

for they are but reflections of their cause. 

T-27.VII.5:1-8 

 

The cause of suffering and sin are not in the world. They are 

in the mind. All of Bernard Madoff’s problems were created by 

Bernard Madoff. He would have been much happier had he earned 

his money honestly. He might not have been as wealthy but he 

would not have suffered.  

 

The part you play in salvaging the world from condemnation is 

your own escape. Forget not that the witness to the world of evil 

cannot speak except for what has seen a need for evil in the 

world.  

T-27.VII.6:1 
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We need to see evil in the world – thereby, we do not have to 

see it in ourselves. We will never find the truth in the world or in 

some complicated theological-system.  

 

Of one thing you were sure:  

Of all the many causes you perceived as bringing pain and 

suffering to you, your guilt was not among them.  

Nor did you in any way request them for yourself. 

 This is how all illusions came about.  

The one who makes them does not see himself as making them,  

and their reality does not depend on him.  

Whatever cause they have is something quite apart from him,  

and what he sees is separate from his mind. 

 He cannot doubt his dreams' reality, because he does not see  

the part he plays in making them and making them seem real. 

T-27.VII.7:3-9 

 

And this is what you choose  

if you deny the cause of suffering is in your mind.  

Be glad indeed it is, for thus are you 

the one decider of your destiny in time.  

The choice is yours to make between a sleeping death  

and dreams of evil or a happy wakening and joy of life. 

T-27.VII.9:2-4 

 

We should be glad that the cause of suffering is in our mind 

because if it is in the mind, it means it can be healed. 

 

This is where hope can be found in the Course. We may have 

almost no control at all over what happens in the world but we do 

have control over what happens within our minds. Bernard Madoff 

put himself in a place where his mind was dripping wet with the 

sweat of guilt and there was no exit out of the hell which he had 

created. Someday, he would wind up in a jail cell and he knew it. 

 

What could you choose between but life or death,  

waking or sleeping, peace or war, your dreams or your reality?  

There is a risk of thinking death is peace,  

because the world equates the body with the Self which God 

created.  

Yet a thing can never be its opposite.  

And death is opposite to peace, because it is the opposite of life.  
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And life is peace. 

 
Peace comes not in leaving this world. Rather, it comes through 

the practice of forgiveness as forgiveness undoes our guilt, which is 

the real cause of all of our anguish and pain. This undoing can happen 

right here, right now. Wanting to leave the world reinforces the 

seeming reality of the world. We are here to remember -- to awaken to 

the reality of who we really are.  If we truly want to make a choice 

for Life then we must see the problem where it is -- not in the 

world but within our minds. Seeing the problem as it really is then 

I can make another choice.  

 

VIII. The "Hero" of the Dream 
 
 

The body is the central figure in the dreaming of the world. 

 There is no dream without it, nor does it exist without the dream 

in which it acts as if it were a person to be seen and be believed. 

 It takes the central place in every dream,  

which tells the story of how it was made by other bodies, 

 born into the world outside the body, lives a little while and dies, 

 to be united in the dust with other bodies dying like itself. 

 

The whole of the ego’s worlds is a pretentious, hollow show 

but the ego does not see it. We think our bodies are the center of 

the universe and we think that God created our bodies. When the 

Bible says that God created man in His image -- man takes that and 

twists it into thinking that God has a body. In truth, the body is 

nothing and Mind (Spirit) is everything.  

 

 In the brief time allotted it to live,  

it seeks for other bodies as its friends and enemies. 

 Its safety is its main concern. Its comfort is its guiding rule.  

 It tries to look for pleasure,  

and avoid the things that would be hurtful.   

Above all, it tries to teach itself its pains and joys are different  

and can be told apart. 

T-27.VIII.1:1-8 

 

Man has always sought for enemies, which is why this world 

has been filled with so many wars and such hatred. We need 

enemies because we need someone else to be guilty.  

 

How willing are you to escape effects  
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of all the dreams the world has ever had?  

 Is it your wish to let no dream appear to be  

the cause of what it is you do?  

 Then let us merely look upon the dream's beginning,  

(the dreams beginning is the secret dream) 

for the part you see is but the second part,  

whose cause lies in the first.  

(the second part is the worlds dream) 

 

No one asleep and dreaming in the world  

remembers his attack upon himself.  

No one believes there really was a time  

when he knew nothing of a body,  

and could never have conceived this world as real.   

He would have seen at once that these ideas are one illusion, 

 too ridiculous for anything but to be laughed away.   

How serious they now appear to be!  

 And no one can remember when they would have met  

with laughter and with disbelief.  

 We can remember this, if we but look directly at their cause.   

And we will see the grounds for laughter, not a cause for fear. 

T-27.VIII.5:1-10 

 

We are not and cannot be the victims of dream figures. The 

Holy Instant is the place the ego does not want us to get back to 

because if we do, we might just change our mind -- choose for God 

instead of the ego and then “puff,” the ego will be gone and then 

we will know that Only God IS.    

 

Let us return the dream he gave away unto the dreamer,  

who perceives the dream as separate from himself and done to 

him.  

 Into eternity, where all is one, there crept a tiny, mad idea, 

 at which the Son of God remembered not to laugh.  

 

We should have laughed at this silly, mad idea. It is not 

possible to be separated from God but just for a moment, you, me, 

we, humanity -- mankind made this choice and depending on how 

you understand historical time, for the past tens of thousands if not 

hundreds of thousands of years, several billion of us have made 

this same choice.  
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 In his forgetting did the thought become a serious idea,  

and possible of both accomplishment and real effects.  

Together, we can laugh them both away, 

 and understand that time cannot intrude upon eternity. 

  It is a joke to think that time can come to circumvent eternity,  

which means there is no time. 

T-27.VIII.6:1-5 

 

How childish is the petulant device to keep your innocence 

 by pushing guilt outside yourself, but never letting go!  

 It is not easy to perceive the jest when all around you do your 

eyes behold its heavy consequences, but without their trifling 

cause.  

 Without the cause do its effects seem serious 

and sad indeed. Yet they but follow.  

 And it is their cause that follows nothing and is but a jest. 

T-27.VIII.8:1-7 

 

If we really can get above the battleground, then we realize 

that everything here is silly. This can only happen when we are 

above the battleground looking down and we seeing everybody in 

the situation as the same.  

 

The secret of salvation is but this:  

that you are doing this unto yourself.  

 No matter what the form of the attack, this still is true.   

Whoever takes the role of enemy and of attacker,  

still is this the truth.  

T-27.VIII.10:1-3 

 

Absolutely nothing in this world has the power to take the peace of 

God away from us, unless we give our own peace away. 

 

This single lesson learned will set you free from suffering,  

whatever form it takes.   

And you will understand that miracles reflect the simple 

statement, 

 "I have done this thing, and it is this I would undo." 

T-27.VIII.11:1 & 6 

 

Bring, then, all forms of suffering to Him Who knows that  

every one is like the rest.  
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He sees no differences where none exists,  

and He will teach you how each one is caused.  

None has a different cause from all the rest,  

and all of them are easily undone by 

but a single lesson truly learned.  

T-27.VIII.12:1-3 


