Thinking With God
An Easter Message by Dr. Jon Mundy
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You think with the Mind of God.
 Therefore, you share your thoughts with Him,
 as He shares His with you. They are the same thoughts, 
because they are thought by the same Mind. 
To share is to make alike, or to make one.
Nor do the thoughts you think with the Mind of God 
leave your mind, because thoughts do not leave their source. 
Therefore, your thoughts are in the Mind of God, as you are. 
They are in your mind as well, where He is. 
As you are part of His Mind, so are your thoughts part of His Mind.
W-45.2:1-8
The picture which prefaces this message is called Christ in the Desert by Russian realist painter Ivan Kramskoi (1837-1887). Kramskoi often painted ordinary folks in their everyday clothing and activities. In order to support his family, he also painted dignitaries, artists, and authors like Leo Tolstoy. The picture Christ in the Desert is regarded by many as his best work as it captures Jesus in deep contemplation — perhaps at the point of his realization of the profound truth of his Being. Unfortunately, this small black and white print does not do the painting justice.
The first words we have recorded in the Bible that Jesus said by way of ministry were: “Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” (Matthew 3:2) “Repent” in the original Koine Greek of the New Testament is “metoneo” which means “to do an about face” or “there is another way of seeing.” Or, as Dr. Bill Thetford said to Dr. Helen Schucman, “There has to be another way.” That is metoneo. Jesus was asking folks then, and he still is, to stop thinking in alignment with the ego and start thinking in alignment with the Mind of God. Of course, first, we must realize how deep the hold the ego has on us before we can switch back to our true Source, i.e. God. When Jesus says, “The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand,” he means It is already here now. It is not going to come someday. It is already alive in your mind and soul. 
Heaven is not a place nor a condition.
It is merely an awareness of perfect Oneness,
and the knowledge that there is nothing else;
nothing outside this Oneness, and nothing else within.
T-18.VI.1:5
Once, after listening to a talk by Ken Wapnick, I asked him: “How many different ways can you say the same thing?” Ken just smiled and said nothing. Time and again, the Course says the same thing over and again from a slightly different perspective. We don’t hear the message because our minds are too filled with anxiety, fantasy, and delusional thinking to let God in. Thus, the main purpose of the Course is to help us “remove the blocks to an awareness of love’s presence.” Helen Schucman, the scribe of the Course, once protested to Jesus that His Course was not precise enough, and Jesus replied: “You complain that this course is not sufficiently specific for you to understand it; yet, you have not done what it specifically advocates. This is not a course in the play of ideas but in their very practical application.” (Absence from Felicity p. 297 and T-11.VIII.5)
We “All” already know the truth, because we are even now experiencing it even though the “distracted” ego mind is off searching to affirming its own individuality. We say to God, “Thanks very much, but I would rather do it myself.” Just like Helen, we choose to ignore God’s truth in favor of creating our own fantasy land. The problem with fantasy land is that there is no “reality” in it. If we really did what the Course is asking us to do, “we” (that is, the ego, or our seemingly separate mind) would disappear.
The ego disappears, but “you” cannot disappear because you are part of God, and what is Eternal cannot disappear. We are so much a part of God that God is all there is. That is in truth “really” just like Jesus – the only way we can think. That thought is “as scary as hell” to the ego and a joyous delight to Spirit. For spirit it means coming home once again. Since we are a part of God, in order to really know God, we must do what Jesus did — namely to think in alignment with the Eternal Mind, which stands outside of space and time. As Jesus says in the Gospel of John 14:10-11. 
I am in the Father and the Father is in me.
The words that I speak I speak not of myself
but the Father that dwells in me does these works.
Thinking in Alignment with the Eternal

Only what God wants us to do, do we really want to do. It’s the only thing that can make us truly happy. This is so true that, trying to think outside of the mind of God leaves us in a state of anxiety, guilt, and fear. We cannot, in truth, think apart from God nor do we want to. God’s thoughts are always those of love, and being thoughts of love, they can bring us nothing but peace. Is there anything we want more than peace?  
What you made can always be changed because, 
when you do not think like God, 
you are not really thinking at all.
T-5.V.6:11-12
To share in the Mind of God is: “to make like, or to make real.” Our real thoughts are already part of the Mind of God. Anything that is not part of the Mind of God is a fantasy. Fantasies are temporal. There is nothing of Eternity in them. 
For time and space are one illusion, which takes different forms.
If it has been projected beyond your mind you think of it as time. 
The nearer it is brought to where it is,
 the more you think of it in terms of space.
T-26.VIII.1:3-5
The ego mind is trapped – trying to think within the box of space/time, but space time is a limitation, as is the body, as is time. Heaven exists without limit; spirit is without limit; love exists without limit; mind is without limit (T-7.VI.1:5). Ego cannot “think” outside of the box of space and time. That does not mean that we cannot “know” God — because “try as much as it wants,” while the ego can temporarily create within us a divided mind, it can never fully possess our minds. Thus, the Course says that the belief that there is another way of perceiving is the loftiest idea of which ego thinking is capable, as it contains a hint of recognition that the ego is not the Self. 
 The famous psychologist Dr. Carl Jung was once asked on BBC Television if he believed in God. Jung paused, and then he said: “Do I believe in God? No, I Know.” It is possible to know God in the same way that people know when they are in love. If they try to describe what love is, they may have some pretty words — but that’s not it. In the same way, we cannot say what God is because of the limitation inherent in “words.” Words are like little boxes into which we put things, but boxes are a type of limitation. In the same way, the body is a kind of limitation for spirit. 
You are not limited by the body, 
and thought cannot be made flesh. 
Yet mind can be manifested through the body 
if it goes beyond it and does not interpret it as limitation.
T-8.VII.14:1-2
Spirit cannot be delimited to the body, and the moment the body “expires,” spirit is freed from the limitations of space and time. The body disappears, “earth to earth, ashes to ashes,” and eternity is not “a very long time.” Eternity has nothing to do with time. 
I gave only love to the Kingdom 
because I believed that was what I was. 
What you believe you are determines your gifts, 
and if God created you by extending Himself as you, 
you can only extend yourself as He did. 
Only joy increases forever, since joy and eternity are inseparable. 
God extends outward beyond limits and beyond time, 
and you who are co-creator with Him 
extend His Kingdom forever and beyond limit. 
Eternity is the indelible stamp of creation. 
The eternal are in peace and joy forever.
T-7.I.5:1-6
“Jesus was a man who saw the face of Christ in all his brothers and sisters and remembered God.” (C-5.2:1). “He saw the false without accepting it as true.” (C-5.3:5). Jesus is a representative of someone who turned His whole mind over to God. Most of us are willing to let a little bit of God in; however, we’re afraid to go all the way, for then God would win, and we would lose — or so thinks the ego. Of course, just the opposite is true — for only in giving do we truly receive. 
God cannot force us to think as He does. If He did, then we would not be able to “own” our own correct thinking, which is in harmony with His. Jesus acknowledged His reality as a Son of God. You too are a child of God, a Son or Daughter, if you prefer. So is everyone. Thus, the Course tells us that the power to decide is our last remaining freedom as a prisoner of this world. It is the determiner of every situation in which we find ourselves by chance or accident. 
Think you that you can bring truth to fantasy,
and learn what truth means from the perspective of illusions?
Truth “has” no meaning in illusion.
The frame of reference for its meaning must be itself.
When you try to bring truth to illusions,
 you are trying to make illusions real,
and keep them by justifying your belief in them.
T-17.I.5:1-5
I told my parents when I was nine that I was going to become a minister. At the age of eighteen, I was “licensed,” not ordained, by the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), and I served as the pastor of three rural Missouri churches from December of my freshman year through my senior year in college. I loved the ministry; I especially enjoyed the weekly challenge of “putting my thoughts together” regarding “spiritual searching” in such a way that I could present them to others in a hopefully meaningful way every Sunday morning. What a great job! For the privilege of thinking these things through I was paid $35 per week. I still have this wonderful job — with the little Sunday with Mundy epistles I send around, and I’m often privileged to be the  “guest” pastor — in some church — somewhere.
Believing the Unbelievable and the Detour into Fear
Although I was clearly called to ministry and although I loved the work, there was one concept in the Christian theology that did not make any sense to me and I never preached this “doctrine” even though I was “supposed to.” As a young minister, I simply could not wrap my mind around the idea of “vicarious salvation,” what in Christian theology is sometimes called “the ransom theory.”
 The basic symbol for Christianity is a cross, an instrument of torture and death. In the Catholic tradition, this symbol is a crucifix with a bleeding, dying Jesus on the cross. Compare this image to that of the Buddha peacefully sitting in meditation. According to the doctrine of the church, Jesus was “sacrificed” by God on behalf of humanity, in order to pay for Adam’s (that is our) sin of disobedience. Thus, Jesus suffers, bleeds, and dies on the cross for our sins. What?
Where does this complicated thinking come from? It came, no doubt, from the ego’s own innate fear of God. How do we get out of this theological quagmire? Look straight at how this error came about, for here lies buried the heavy anchor that seems to keep the fear of God in place, immovable and solid as a rock. (T-22.VI.10:7-8). I was so grateful to get the Course, for “finally” this convoluted concept could be unwrapped and seen for what it is. 
The crucifixion did not establish the Atonement; the resurrection did.
Many sincere Christians have misunderstood this.
If the crucifixion is seen from an upside-down point of view,
it does appear as if God permitted and even encouraged
one of His Sons to suffer because he was good.
This particularly unfortunate interpretation,
which arose out of projection,
has led many people to be bitterly afraid of God.
Is it likely that God Himself would be capable of the kind of thinking
which His Own words have clearly stated is unworthy of His Son?
T-3.I.1:2-3,5-6&9
The Atonement has nothing to do with suffering, dying, and bleeding. Principle No. 7 of the 50 Miracles Principles says: “Miracles are everyone’s right, but purification is necessary first.” What we are purifying is not the body. It’s not the external that needs to be fixed, but the thinking process based on fear and judgment. When purifying, we simply are letting go of our own unloving projections. We need not “repent” of sin; we simply need to see things differently. 
Jesus went to the cross to show us there is no such thing as death. As it says in the last line of Martin Luther’s hymn “A Mighty Fortress,” “The body they may kill. God’s truth abideth still.” Even the most outlandish act can be forgiven when seen from a higher perspective. 
There is an exciting evolution going on in consciousness now. We see it in part in the rapid decline of the traditional church, the growth of technology, and our ability to communicate across boundaries as never before. More than ever, folks need to think things through on their own without being “required” to believe unbelievable things. I recently read Harvard professor of psychology Steven Pinker’s book The Better Nature of our Angels. He points to a significant decline in violence throughout human history due to increased literacy and communication, promoting empathy and a rise in “reason” and a growing respect for all ethnic and religious traditions. It seems we are becoming “naturally” more spiritual without the need for rules and regulations to guide our way.  
Something strikingly new is happening in consciousness, a kind of union of consciousness which is becoming ever more pervasive and “felt” on a deeper and deeper level. We are being called to a higher, clearer, freer way of thinking, in alignment with the Mind of God. The message of the Course is that when we do not think as God thinks, we are not really “thinking.” We are dreaming and thank God — no nightmare is ever true. 
Many of the changes that have come in human consciousness came about as the result of some “protestation,” like the Protestant Reformation or civil rights movements. The American Revolutionary War was the result of a protestation against “taxation without representation.” Now, there is a new reformation occurring, but this time it is not a “protest,” but a transformation from the illusion of separation to the Reality of Oneness. There will be no war. Miracles are natural. When they don’t occur, something has gone wrong.
You don’t change the old by resisting it.
You change it by making it obsolete through superior methodology.
Buckminster Fuller
We are now experiencing a coming together in consciousness that French Theologian Father Pierre Teilhard de Chardin (1987-1955) called the “Noosphere” link in consciousness. It is a type of psychic inner connection which comes in the simple recognition that there is a deeper way of living and being which has always been there. It’s not new; it’s just that more and more folks are aware of this “inter-connection.” 
While the churches are closing, there is a growing interest in yoga and eastern philosophy, in meditation, and interfaith affairs, in writings like A Course in Miracles, A Course of Love, and more and more. It seems that Jesus is evermore omnipresent, and this communication is not limited to one we call Jesus. 
This course has come from him [Jesus] because his words have reached you in a language you can love and understand. 
Are other teachers possible, to lead the way to those who speak in different tongues and appeal to different symbols? 
Certainly, there are.
M-23.7:1-3
. 
 It is one of the intentions of the One Mind Foundation, the publisher of Miracles magazine, to facilitate this process of opening, growing, and changing. Not because “we have to,” not as a protestation or a revolt against anything. Rather, it’s simply because, while many of the old structures are not working any more, love in all its glory continues to grow naturally, “miraculously,” like the rebirth of the earth in springtime. We are experiencing this inter-connection not out of a need to change anything; we are simply affirming the truth that has always been present. The truth is,
“We really love one another.”  Jon
