
From A Course in Miracles 

Chapter 1 

THE MEANING OF MIRACLES 

With Jon Mundy 

 

The Course is incredibly redundant. We need to hear the 

Truth in many different ways in order for it to become clear. 

As it is, the Course says – we have been very poorly taught. 

 

Learning the Course is like learning a foreign language 

or how to play music. Like a musical piece many of the 50 

Principles of Miracles are saying the same thing over and 

again in different ways.  This not unlike a symphony, which 

comes around again and again with the same theme or melody 

though in a different motif. First we are talking about the 

atonement, then about forgiveness, then about separation and 

yet, we are always talking about healing the mind.  

There were originally 53 Principles and there was some 

commentary on each one so they did not appear just as we 

have them now. Helen was not a clear channel in the 

beginning and she found it necessary to go back over the early 

material and ask again for further clarification.  

Due in part to the redundancy, Bill Thetford thought 50 

was a nice round number and the other 3 are included as 

sentences in the first chapter and not listed as Course 

Principles. As Helen became increasingly clear as a channel 

and there were fewer and fewer changes in the text, after the 

4
th

 chapter and 5
th

 chapters there were almost no changes. The 

last several chapters of the text are all in iambic pentameter, a 

line ten syllables long that is accented on every second beat, 

also called blank verse.  

 

What is a Miracle? 

A Miracle is a correction introduced into false thinking (T-

1.I.37). It is a change of mind which shifts perception from 

mindlessness to Mind-fullness.  
Like the early twentieth century spiritual teacher, G.I. 

Gurdjieff (1866-1949), the Course says,  

You have chosen a sleep in which you have had bad dreams, 

but the sleep is not real and God calls you to awake. 

(T-6.IV.6:3) 

A miracle is a choice process of remembering that we are the 

dreams of a dream. A miracle is, therefore, the end of 

illusions. It is a dropping-away of all of our defenses, all our 

hiding and our attack thoughts. 

It is the undoing of the belief in sin, guilt, and fear.  

A miracle is not a change in external circumstances.  

It is a correction of a misperception, a learning device, a 

lesson in truth, introduced into erroneous thinking.  

It is a putting-aside of false gods.  

It is the acceptance of the Atonement.  

The miracle does nothing. It undoes. (T-28.I.1:1-2) 

 

I. 50 Principles of Miracles 

1. There is no order of difficulty in miracles.   

One is not "harder" or "bigger" than another.   

They are all the same. All expressions of love are maximal. 

This is one of the most important ideas in the Course. It 

appears over and over again in the Course. It appears again in 

Principle No. 49. The miracle makes no distinction among 

degrees of misperception. Bill Thetford said this principle 

might read, “There is no order of difficulty in problem 

solving.” A forgiveness is a forgiveness whether we forgive 

what we think is a small thing or a big thing. Either way, what 

is required is change of mind in which we cease projecting on 

to our brother and sisters and the world we see. 

 

What is the difference between an enlightened  

person and an unenlightened person? 

 The unenlightened man sees a difference.  

Answer: The unenlightened person sees a difference. 

 

There is no one who does not perceive differences.  

Difference is the stuff that (perception) judgment is made of. 

The ego makes “everything” special. Although a headache and 

cancer are not the same at the level of form, they are the same 

at the level of cause and effect. The headache and the cancer 

both come from the mind and they are both cured at the level 

of mind. We find this idea reflected in Lesson 108 of the 

Course. 

 

One thought, completely unified, will serve to unify all 

thought. This is the same as saying one correction will suffice 

for all correction, or that to forgive one brother wholly is 

enough to bring salvation to all minds. 

W-108.5:2-2 

 

The ego analyzes; the Holy Spirit accepts (T-11.V.15:1). 

 

For this reason all things must be forgiven. One “form” of 

forgiveness is not “bigger” than another. This does not mean 

that people who hurt other people can continue to go around 

hurting other people and we just keep forgiving them and say 

that nothing happened. Certainly on the level of form, 

something did happen. We lock up people who hurt other 

people because we don’t know what else to do.  
 

“You” cannot correct yourself. 

Is it possible, then, for you to correct another? 

T-9.II.6:1 
 

The perception of difference as in “better than” or “worse 

than” then gets us in trouble. There are no gradations in 

Oneness. Perception sees gradations. Knowledge does not.   

 

2. Miracles as such do not matter. The only thing that matters 

is their Source, which is far beyond evaluation. 

Miracles are actually a part of the illusory world. 

There are no miracles in Heaven. They are not needed.  

God, the source of Miracles, is far beyond evaluation. 

Forgiveness is also an illusion. There is no forgiveness in 

Heaven. Forgiveness is, thus, the end of illusion.  

 

3. Miracles occur naturally as expressions of love.   

The real miracle is the love that inspires them.  

In this sense, everything that comes from love is a miracle. 

God is love. Love is natural. What is not of God is not natural. 

Seeing the world as split, broken – separated is unnatural. 

 

4. All miracles mean life, and God is the Giver of life.  

His Voice will direct you very specifically.  

You will be told all you need to know. 

God is Love. God is also Life. 

Communication with God is life. Nothing without it is at all.  

(T-14.IV.10:6).  



 

5. Miracles are habits, and should be involuntary.  

They should not be under conscious control.  

Consciously selected miracles can be misguided. 

This is a bit like saying that Miracles are natural. We should 

not have to think about whether we are going to be loving or 

not. Love comes naturally. As we turn decision-making over 

to the Holy Spirit, it becomes progressively easier not to have 

to think about what to do in the sense of “problem solving.” 

We just naturally (unconsciously) turn decision-making over 

to the Holy Spirit without having to think about it. We see this 

idea expressed again in Principle 14 where it says that 

consciously selected miracles deteriorate into magic.  

 

6. Miracles are natural. 

When they do not occur something has gone wrong. 

Again, we see this principle in number 3 above. 

The most natural thing there is love, being at peace and at one 

with God. Having these feeling means living in an “unnatural” 

state. Feelings of attack, anger, resentment, jealously, loss, and 

depression are unnatural. Many folks live an “unnatural” life. 

Something inside knows it is unnatural and inauthentic and 

yet, having always lived that way, they do not know how to 

change their thinking. The Miracle provides this other way of 

seeing.  

 

7. Miracles are everyone's right,  

    but purification is necessary first. 
This is the only one of the Miracles’ principles which says 

something “specific” about what has to happen for miracles to 

occur. We are not talking about purification of the body 

although there is nothing wrong with the purification of the 

body. We see this theme again in the section on the Ten 

Characteristics of a Teacher of God, where we explore the 

stages in the development of trust. The first stage is also a 

period of purification, relinquishment, and letting go. As we 

come to understand that which is really valuable, we 

“naturally” let go of that which is invaluable.  

 

8. Miracles are healing because they supply a lack;  

they are performed by those who temporarily have more  

for those who temporarily have less. 

We could say they are performed by those who “temporarily” 

have more love for those who “temporarily” have less. 

The only thing which can ever be lacking is an awareness of 

God. God is completely excluded from the ego thought system. 

Letting God in is the miracle which produces transformation. 

Those who “temporarily have more” are in their “right mind.” 

Those who “temporarily have less” are in their “wrong mind.” 

The mind can be changed – that is the miracle.  

 

9. Miracles are a kind of exchange.  

Like all expressions of love, which are always miraculous in 

the true sense, the exchange reverses the physical laws.  

They bring more love both to the giver “and” the receiver. 

The Course calls for a reversal in thinking.  

Our perception is upside down and backwards. We are to stop 

looking for the inside on the outside. Practicing the Course 

means we stop blaming ourselves; we then inevitably stop our 

projection on to the world. 

We see this same principle in No. 16 below. 

 

10. The use of miracles as spectacles to induce belief is a 

misunderstanding of their purpose. 

Here the word “miracle” is used in the popular sense. 

Psychic abilities or “gifts” used to bolster the ego are misused. 

The mind is very powerful and can be used to help us 

“succeed” in life if we want. Positive thinking is not the same 

thing as miraculous thinking. Conjuring up parking spaces is 

not of God. It is not a miracle. I was driving down a highway 

in Las Vegas. A sign said, “Come see the great mystic. . . .” It 

should have said, “Come see the great magician.” It is possible 

to be a magician and a mystic but in this case, the word 

“mystic” was being misused. 

 

11. Prayer is the medium of miracles.  

It is a means of communication of the created with the 

Creator. Through prayer love is received, and through 

miracles love is expressed. 

The word prayer does not appear very often in the Course. 

The only meaningful prayer is for forgiveness because those 

who have been forgiven have everything (T-3.V.6:3). 

Prayer here means “joining” with the Holy Spirit. We might 

think of prayer as bringing our mind in line with the mind of 

God. God cannot give us “things” to help satisfy our ego. He 

can only give us His love as we open ourselves to receiving 

His love. When the mind is properly aligned, there is 

“automatic” communication with the Divine. 

Read Chapter 9, section II - The Answer to Prayer.  

 

12. Miracles are thoughts.  

Thoughts can represent the lower or bodily level  

of experience, or the higher or spiritual level of experience.  

One makes the physical, and the other creates the spiritual.  

Everything is a thought. All there is, is Mind.  

Spirit makes use of mind as a means to find its Self expression. 

(W-96.4:1). It is for this reason that you are not a body and 

there is no world. A miracle is a change from egoistic thinking 

to thinking in line with the Holy Spirit. Miracles are “helpful 

counteractive thoughts” which take the place of the ego.  

 

13. Miracles are both beginnings and endings, and so they 

alter the temporal order. They are always affirmations of 

rebirth, which seem to go back but really go forward.  

They undo the past in the present, and thus, release the future. 

The miracle “shrinks” time. What we have here is the Alpha 

and the Omega. At the very instant the separation occurred, 

God created the Holy Spirit, the thought of love, which 

instantly “undid” the separation. The beginning and the end 

appeared together – thus, nothing happened though certainly 

in time in looks as though it did.  

 

There are 4 great illusions. The Course never says there are 

4 great illusions but you can see that there are. 

1. The belief that you are a body. The body is ephemeral. 

2. The world – which seems so real. 

What if you were not here in the world, would the world then 

not seem like a dream you had once upon a time? 

3. Time which seems real, and 

4. The idea of “you” as a separate entity.  

Time is not linear. It is holographic. The whole is contained in 

every part.  

 

 



Take this very instant, now,  

and think of it as all there is of time.  

Nothing can reach you here out of the past,  

and it is here that you are completely absolved, 

 completely free and wholly without condemnation. 

(T-15.I.9:5-6) 

 

14. Miracles bear witness to truth. They are convincing 

because they arise from conviction. Without conviction they 

deteriorate into magic, which is mindless and therefore 

destructive; or rather, the uncreative use of mind. 

There is a section in Chapter 21 called “The Responsibility for 

Sight,” where it asks us to say something “but mean it.”  

Relying on the ego rather than the Holy Spirit to solve our 

problem is magic. 

 

15. Each day should be devoted to miracles. The purpose of 

time is to enable you to learn how to use time constructively.  

It is, thus, a teaching device and a means to an end. Time will 

cease when it is no longer useful in facilitating learning. 

Like it or not, this world is a school. To the ego, it is either a 

pleasure palace or a prison and sometimes both. We are here 

to learn a lesson. We need, therefore, to learn how to use time 

“constructively.” That is why we “study” the Course. This is a 

“course” in miracles. Every single second of every single day 

we are asked to choose between the ego and the Holy Spirit. 

Don’t be surprised if while working with the Course, it seems 

as though your life is getting worse. What is really happening 

is that your “learning” is taking you to a yet deeper level. 

 

16. Miracles are teaching devices for demonstrating it is as 

blessed to give as to receive. They simultaneously increase the 

strength of the giver and supply strength to the receiver. 

This principle goes back to number 9. “Miracles are a kind of 

exchange.” Lesson No. 8 from the Course says, “To give and 

to receive are one in truth.” The clearest example of this is 

giving our love away. Obviously, the more we love the more 

love we experience coming back our way. It actually comes 

back in “abundance.” 

 

17. Miracles transcend the body. They are sudden shifts into 

invisibility, away from the bodily level. That is why they heal. 

Miracles transcend the body because the body is not who we 

are. There are many miracles which occur on an on-going 

basis and we may never see the effect in the world. Let’s say 

forgiveness happens in someone’s mind. We never see that 

“forgiveness.” Yet, if it occurs, it is a miracle. 

Nothing so blinding as perception of form. (T-22.III.6:7) 

The ego is fascinated with the “outside” – the form. 

What is real has nothing to do with form. Mind is real. Spirit is 

real. Love is real. Mind, Spirit, Love do not have a form. 

 

18. A miracle is a service. It is the maximal service you can 

render to another. It is a way of loving your neighbor as 

yourself. You recognize your own and your neighbor's worth 

simultaneously. 

A miracle is a way we bring love to someone who believes in 

fear. Obviously, if I am loving my brother I’m loving myself. 

Everything is reciprocal. 

 

 

19. Miracles make minds one in God. They depend on 

cooperation because the Sonship is the sum of all that God 

created. Miracles therefore reflect the laws of eternity, not of 

time. 

A miracle is a reminder that we are all one – literally. There is 

a very interesting line which appears at the end of Lesson 52 

which is a review of Lesson 10 which says, “Would I not 

rather join the “thinking of the universe” than to obscure all 

that is really mine with my pitiful and meaningless “private” 

thoughts. This is the only time in the Course when the phrase 

“thinking of the universe,” appears. Think of what is the most 

exciting experience anyone can have. The highest of highs is 

falling in love. When we fall in love, all we want to do is to 

“give” to the beloved. Now think what it would be like to fall 

in love over and over again, not in the romantic sense but 

falling in love with everyone all the time, with the whole of 

Life. Nothing is ever lost – everything is gained. 

 

Every loving thought held in any part of the Sonship 

belongs to every part. It is shared “because” it is loving. 

Sharing is God's way of creating, and also yours. 

(T-5.IV.3:1-3) 

 

20. Miracles reawaken the awareness that the spirit, not the 

body, is the altar of truth. This is the recognition that leads to 

the healing power of the miracle. 

We are forever trying to fix the body, to decorate the body to 

make the body more beautiful. What needs fixing is the mind. 

A beautiful mind can find its home in “any” body. Look at a 

Dr. Stephen Hawkins, at Helen Keller, at Nick Vujicic, the 

man who has no arms or legs. Not only does the Holy Spirit 

not reside in the body… At no single instant does the body 

exist at all (T-18.VIII.3:1). God could not place spirit in a 

place that does not exist. Remember, only the mind gets sick, 

therefore, only the mind can be healed. 

 

21. Miracles are natural signs of forgiveness.  

Through miracles, you accept God's forgiveness by extending 

it to others.  

Elsewhere in the Course we read: God does not forgive 

because He has never condemned (W-46.1:1). 

Forgiveness is a correction in our thinking. Once we forgive, 

we will realize there is no need for forgiveness. What are you 

forgiving but an illusion of inequality that you created in your 

own mind? 

 

22. Miracles are associated with fear only because of the 

belief that darkness can hide. You believe that what your 

physical eyes cannot see does not exist. This leads to a denial 

of spiritual sight. 

One of the most remarkable discoveries of Freud, Jung, and 

the early depth psychologists was an awareness of the depth of 

the amount of “stuff” (sin, guilt, and fear) that we keep buried 

through repression and with denial. Some of the most 

important works we can do is “shadow work” where we 

demonstrate a willingness to look at what we have buried. By 

demonstrating a willingness to look at the darkness within and 

by bringing it to the light, we are set free. 

 

 

 

 



Corrective learning always begins with the awakening of 

spirit, and the turning away from the belief in physical sight. 

This often entails fear, because you are afraid of what your 

spiritual sight will show you. 

(T-2.V.7:1-2) 

 

23. Miracles rearrange perception and place all levels in true 

perspective. This is healing because sickness comes from 

confusing the levels. 

The level that is confused is the level of the mind and the 

body. It is not the body which causes us to be sick. It is always 

the mind. I may take a pill or have an operation which 

“temporarily” cures my problem but the cause of the illness 

which lies in the mind has not changed. Changing “things” in 

the world doesn’t change anything unless the mind is also 

changed. 

 

24. Miracles enable you to heal the sick and raise the dead 

because you made sickness and death yourself, and can 

therefore abolish both. “You” are a miracle, capable of 

creating in the likeness of your Creator. Everything else is 

your own nightmare, and does not exist.  

Only the creations of light are real. 

There is no sickness in Heaven. There is no death in Heaven. 

Heaven is by definition eternal. The Holy Spirit does not heal 

the body. The Holy Spirit helps us to heal the mind which 

made the body, sickness, and death. A healing of the mind 

might mean the spirit’s “release” from the body. When the 

Course says “You” are a miracles, it does not mean “you” as a 

body but “you” as a mind – that “you” is capable of creating in 

the likeness of your Creator. 

 

25. Miracles are part of an interlocking chain of forgiveness 

which, when completed, is the Atonement. Atonement works 

all the time and in all the dimensions of time.  

 

26. Miracles represent freedom from fear.  

"Atoning" means "undoing." The undoing of fear is an 

essential part of the Atonement value of miracles. 

Principle 25 and 26 really go together. 

The Atonement is correction or undoing.  

Atonement does not means “at-one-ment.” That would be a 

final stage of Perfect Oneness. The atonement is a “process,” 

by which we get back to God. The atonement is the only 

defense the ego did not make (T-2.II.4:1) and the only defense 

which works. It is God’s plan (curriculum) for salvation 

through forgiveness (Letting go of that which we are 

projecting or are holding on to). The Atonement is a practical 

method for releasing the ego’s belief in separation. It is, in 

fact, the awareness that the separation never happened. It 

cannot be used destructively. It cannot fail. It can, however, be 

refused.  

 

27. A miracle is a universal blessing from God through me to 

all my brothers. It is the privilege of the forgiven to forgive. 

This is the first instance of a statement from Jesus in the 

Course as in “from God through me to all.” Jesus, as a 

manifestation of the Holy Spirit, brings the love of God to us. 

The Holy Spirit is the Voice for God, the Christ Mind, the 

Light, the bridge to Heaven, and the communication link 

between us and God. As we forgive, so are we forgiven. 

 

28. Miracles are a way of earning release from fear.  

Revelation induces a state in which fear has already been 

abolished. Miracles are, thus, a means and revelation is an 

end. 

Instead of the word “earning” we might say Miracles are a 

way of receiving or achieving release from fear. Revelation is 

an experience of unspeakable love. This is one of the primary 

characteristics of all mystical experiences. It is an experience 

of pure joy and freedom. 

 

29. Miracles praise God through you. They praise Him by 

honoring His creations, affirming their perfection.  

They heal because they deny body-identification and affirm 

spirit-identification. 

God does not need to be praised as God does not have an ego.  

The love of God is completely whole and without exception. 

Our reality is spirit and not body. A miracle then is the process 

by which we change our identity from that of a body to that of 

Spirit. 

 

30. By recognizing spirit, miracles adjust the levels of 

perception and show them in proper alignment. This places 

spirit at the center, where it can communicate directly. 

This principle is the same as number 23. Again, the problem is 

not in the body. It is in the mind. Though it seems like it is, the 

center of our being is not the ego. This is an absolutely 

necessary switch in identification the Course asks us to make. 

Spirit is at the center. If my mind is ego-possessed then the 

ego is at the center. If the ego is driving the bus, I’m going to 

be unhappy. If Spirit is driving and following GPS (God’s 

Plan for Salvation) all will be well despite what is happening 

in the world. 

 

31. Miracles should inspire gratitude, not awe.  

You should thank God for what you really are.  

The children of God are holy and the miracle honors their 

holiness, which can be hidden but never lost. 

Miracles bring healing and peace and for this we should be 

grateful. When we come into this world, we begin to dream a 

dream of the world and Heaven “seems” lost to us. In reality, 

we never lost our home in Heaven. 

 

32. I inspire all miracles, which are really intercessions.  

They intercede for your holiness and make your perceptions 

holy. By placing you beyond the physical laws, they raise you 

into the sphere of celestial order. In this order you “are” 

perfect. 

The “I” again is Jesus who is the source of Miracles.  

“Intercession” here does not mean “intercessory prayer” as 

taught in traditional Christianity. Jesus intercedes between the 

the Mind of Christ (which is our natural inheritance) and the 

self (ego) we believe we are. We are moving from who we 

think we are (sinner) to who we really are (perfect). 

Listening to God’s voice instead of the ego’s voice, we 

achieve “true perception.” True perception means we never 

see what does not exist, and always see what does. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



33. Miracles honor you because you are lovable.  

They dispel illusions about yourself and perceive the light in 

you. They, thus, atone for your errors by freeing you from 

your nightmares. By releasing your mind from the 

imprisonment of your illusions, they restore your sanity. 

The way to dispel illusions is to withdraw investment in them. 

The world is filled with distractions and illusions. As we 

withdraw our investment in them, we begin to approach “the 

real world.” The real world is a state of mind achieved through 

forgiveness. It is a world in which we no longer project our 

guilt out upon the world. We then begin to bless rather than 

curse the world we see. Miracles dispel the illusion that we are 

separate bodies, victims of the world we see.  

 

34. Miracles restore the mind to its fullness.  

By atoning for lack they establish perfect protection.  

The spirit's strength leaves no room for intrusions. 

Miracles restore to the mind the awareness of the mind- 

fullness. As it is, we spend much of our time living in a state 

of “mind-lessness.” Many folks sleepwalk through life 

“feeling,” even someplace deep inside, “knowing” that there 

must be something more but there is no way to achieve 

“remember” it. The miracle removes the veil over the truth of 

the identity of who we “thought” we were. There is no lack in 

us; therefore, we need no protection.  

 

35. Miracles are expressions of love,  

but they may not always have observable effects.  

Back when I was working as a Methodist minister, one of my 

congregants told me that she knew A Course in Miracles was 

not true because she never saw any miracles. She was, of 

course, thinking of some sort of phantasmagorical experience. 

Reality, according to the Course, is ultimately known without 

form. Love is a good example of something which has no 

form, yet almost everyone will say that they believe that Love 

is real. A change of mind is not something which can be seen.  

A forgiveness is not something which can be seen.  

 

36. Miracles are examples of right thinking, aligning your 

perceptions with truth as God created it. 

The Course frequently uses the phrase “right-mindedness,” 

and “wrong-mindedness.” Obviously, right-mindedness is 

thinking in line with the Holy Spirit and wrong-mindedness is 

thinking in line with the ego. A miracle helps us to align the 

mind with right-mindedness. If we are honest about it, most of 

us know when we are in our right-minds and when we are in 

our wrong-minds. So our task is always one of observing the 

mind and constantly bringing it back into proper alignment. 

 

37. A miracle is a correction introduced into false thinking 

by me. It acts as a catalyst, breaking up erroneous perception 

and reorganizing it properly. This places you under the 

Atonement principle, where perception is healed. Until this 

has occurred, knowledge of the Divine Order is impossible. 

It isn’t until we begin to question our thoughts that we can 

experience the “breaking up of erroneous perception.”  

Very subtly the Course asks us to be willing to be wrong. 

In fact it asks, “Do you prefer that you be right or happy” (T-

29.VII.1:)? Erroneous perception means seeing a problem in 

the world and not realizing that the problem is in my mind.  

In the mystical experience, no problems are seen in the world. 

True “Knowledge” transcends the subject-object dichotomy 

inherent in perception i.e. if there is a perceiver there must be 

a “perceived.” It is important to understand that “there is no 

other.” Lesson 30 from the workbook says: God is in 

everything I see because God is in my mind. 

 

38. The Holy Spirit is the mechanism of miracles.  

He recognizes both God's creations and your illusions.  

He separates the true from the false by His ability to perceive 

totally rather than selectively. 

Ken Wapnick sometimes refers to the Holy Spirit as a “switch 

hitter.” Technically speaking, the Holy Spirit was created by 

God to solve a problem that does not exist. We have never left 

our Home in Heaven, however, “we think that we have.”  

That is what the Course calls “the dreaming of the world.”  

The theme of separating the true from the false comes up 

often in the Course. It is not our job to search for what is true. 

The truth will automatically come to the fore once the false 

has been discarded and no longer has a hold on our minds. 

 

39. The miracle dissolves error because the Holy Spirit 

identifies error as false or unreal. This is the same as saying 

that by perceiving light, darkness automatically disappears. 

We have talked about how the miracle dissolves error, 

removes error, undoes error, forgives error, corrects error, 

atones for error, etc. Remember, there is nothing external to 

you. There is nothing outside of you. Heaven, the Course tells 

us, is inside you. Or better, Heaven is you. Remember also 

that you cannot forgive an error you have made real. 

Therefore, it is only by seeing the unreality of sin that you can 

forgive it; and therefore, let it go. 

 

40. The miracle acknowledges everyone as your brother and 

mine. It is a way of perceiving the universal mark of God. 

There is only one of us here. It is so important to see this.  

It is only by believing in separation that we experience sin, 

guilt, and fear. Only because we believe in separation are we 

unhappy.  

 

41. Wholeness is the perceptual content of miracles.  

They, thus, correct, or atone for, the faulty perception of lack. 

The miracle is a reflection of our oneness. It is for this very 

reason that we cannot judge. To judge another is to separate 

ourselves from wholeness. No one is excluded from the 

Sonship. That would be impossible. 

 

42. A major contribution of miracles is their strength in 

releasing you from your false sense of isolation, deprivation, 

and lack. 

Everyone feels like they are alone in the universe. The ego is 

the mind’s belief that it is completely on its own T- 4.II.8:4. 

There are billions of people on this planet, but that does not 

keep us from feeling isolated. We all feel isolated from the 

reality of our True Self as well as from each other.  

 

43. Miracles arise from a miraculous state of mind, or a state 

of miracle-readiness. 

This principle is a lot like No. 36  

We might think of right-mindedness and wrong-

mindedness in the following way: 

Right-mindedness = higher mind = sanity = awareness = 

reason = Spirit = freedom (liberty, sovereignty, openness) = 

Love. 



Wrong-mindedness = lower mind = insanity = 

unconsciousness = unreasonableness = ego = addiction 

(compulsions, obsessions, cravings) = fear.  

 

The Decision Maker 

There is a third mind that stands between right-

mindedness and wrong-mindedness, which Dr. Ken Wapnick 

has identified as the “decision maker.” The phrase “decision 

maker” appears only once in the Course in the Manual for 

Teachers. We need a term to speak about the part of the mind 

that stands between right- and wrong-mindedness and makes 

the choice as to which voice we will listen to and follow. The 

“decision maker” is a good term for this function.  

 

Both miracles and fear come from thoughts. 

If you are not free to choose one,  

you would also not be free to choose the other. 

By choosing the miracle you “have” rejected fear,  

if only temporarily. 

(T-2.VIII.3:1-3) 

 

Choosing right-mindedness, we listen to the Voice for 

God, the Holy Spirit, and in so doing, we follow GPS (God’s 

Plan for Salvation) down a straight and narrow path that 

happily leads us home to Heaven.  

Choosing wrong-mindedness, we listen to the ego, and in 

so doing, we go down a broad and often crooked path that 

eventually leads to destruction. 

 

44. The miracle is an expression of an inner awareness of 

Christ and the acceptance of His Atonement. 

A miracle joins us back with someone from who we are 

separated. This leads to an inner awareness that we are all one 

is the Christ mind.  

 

45. A miracle is never lost. It may touch many people you 

have not even met, and produce undreamed of changes in 

situations of which you are not even aware. 

This principle is similar to No. 35. Think of a miracle like a 

hologram which contains the whole in every part. It is also 

similar to workbook lesson 137. When I am healed, I am not 

healed alone. Time is not linear. It just seems that way in this 

world. We are all joined together in a greater holographic 

sphere. This is why accepting the Atonement for ourselves 

helps to heal the world.  

 

46. The Holy Spirit is the highest communication medium. 

Miracles do not involve this type of communication, because 

they are “temporary” communication devices. When you 

return to your original form of communication with God by 

direct revelation, the need for miracles is over. 

Once the mind is completely healed and returned to God the 

Holy Spirit is no longer needed as a connection device. Once 

we become one with God, thinking is “natural” and there is no 

sense of separation – sickness – sadness and sin. 

 

47. The miracle is a learning device that lessens the need for 

time. It establishes an out-of-pattern time interval not under 

the usual laws of time. In this sense it is timeless. 

We use time in order to learn that we do not need time. 

We use the body to learn that we do not need a body. 

 

48. The miracle is the only device at your immediate disposal 

for controlling time. Only revelation transcends it, having 

nothing to do with time at all. 

If you ever have a revelatory experience, at that time you will 

feel as though you have stepped outside of time.  

 

49. The miracle makes no distinction among degrees of 

misperception. It is a device for perception correction, 

effective quite apart from either the degree or the direction of 

the error. This is its true indiscriminateness. 

Again this principle is like principle No. 1.  

Errors are all the same. What is healed is our misperception, 

be it of something seemingly quite large or small. We read in 

Lesson 134 “Would I accuse myself of doing this?” Whatever 

“this” is. Just learn to be more aware of judgment. Judgment is 

an incredible addiction. Almost no one in the world is exempt 

from it. Just watch, just observe, and hold the tongue. 

Again, what is called for is a change of mind regardless of the 

degree or direction of the error. A change of mind is a change 

of mind. 

 

50. The miracle compares what you have made with 

creation, accepting what is in accord with it as true, and 

rejecting what is out of accord as false. 

What we have made with creation is whatever we have made, 

which has come out of love. Anything that we have “made,” 

which has not come out of love, will disappear back into the 

nothing from which it came.   


