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One has to begin somewhere.  

Every beginning is bound to be a false beginning,  

but one has to begin. 

Through the false, through the groping, the door is found. 

One who thinks that he will begin only when  

the right beginning is there will never begin at all.  

Even a false step is a step in the right direction  

because it is a step, a beginning.  

You begin to grope in the dark and,  

through groping the door is found 

Indian mystic, Osho (1931-1990) 

  

One of the best ways to understand the basic message of the Course and the nature of 

Heaven is found in Jesus’ parables of the Prodigal Son, also known as the story of Two Sons or 

the story of the The Lost Son. Ken said it might best be called the story of the Father’s Love. It  

appears only in the Gospel of Luke and after the story of the Lost Sheep and The Lost Coin. It is 

the third in a series of parables about redemption and salvation. It is, thus, the only one of Jesus’ 

parables mentioned in the Course. The parable begins:  

  

 A man had two sons. 

 And the younger of them said to his father, 

 “Father, give me the inheritance  

that falls to me.”  

And he divided up his property and gave it to him. 

And not many days after  

the younger son gathered all  

together and took his journey into a far country  

and there wasted his substance in riotous living.  

And when he had spent all,  

there arose a mighty famine in that land  

and he began to be in want. 

Luke 10:11-14 

  

The Father in the story is very clearly God and, in Course terms, you (and everyone else) are 

the Son of God. Use the word daughter if you prefer, it does not make any difference. Our reality 

is only Spirit. Spirit has no gender, separate parts or gradations and Life cannot be confined to a 

body.  

  

 

 



L(earning) Our Way Back Home 

What is interesting in the story is not so much what the father says as what he does not say. 

There are two important things he does not say. First, the father does not deny his son’s request. 

The third sentence in the Prodigal Son story is, “And he divided up his property and gave it to 

him.” The father does not say, “Look, maybe we should talk this over. Is this really a good idea, 

you’re going off by yourself like this?” We cannot be forced to follow God’s Will, and freedom 

from fear cannot be thrust upon us. We must then, each of us, (earn) our way Home. We must do 

the work required to come to the realization that we never left Home. This is, a course in 

miracles. It is a specific path designed to help us remember God. 

  

Free will does not mean that you can establish the curriculum. 

It means only that you can elect what you want to take at a given time. 

T-in.1:4 

  

We all have free will. 

Free will is one of the characteristics of divinity. God has endowed us with free will because 

“all loving creation is freely given.” Free will has therefore been given to us for “our joy in 

creating.” We are, each of us, always exercising our free will by the kind of choices we make in 

the world. Free will also means that ultimately, we will each be led to the realization that there is 

nothing we want to do more than our Father’s Will, for in this is our greatest freedom.  

  

Paradoxically, while adopting the ego may look like free will, (“I’ll do it my way!”), 

following the ego’s guidance is, in fact, a denial of free will, for our will is then subject to the 

ego’s many often illusory demands, wants and needs, and a host of possible addictions, 

obsessions and compulsions — all of which we seem unable to control. All of which have 

nothing to do with who we are in truth. 

  

One of the features that renders the Course unique among spiritual studies is that it tells us 

why we make up the ego, the body, and the world. We are, in fact, all prodigal sons and 

daughters. We have all run away from Home. We are all hiding out in a world of our own 

making, trying to do things on our own, without the aid of Divine guidance.  

  

The Message of the Atonement 

One of the questions that comes up at almost every presentation on the Course is “How did 

this whole ego thing get started in the first place?” The answer is that it never happened. We 

never left Home. We are simply dreaming that we did. That dream is the dream of every prodigal 

son and daughter. In our dream, we did leave Home and we have gone into a far country. This 

revelation that we are dreaming the world of exile from God — and only Truth is true — is the 

whole message of the Atonement.  

  

The Kingdom is perfectly united and perfectly protected,  

and the ego will not prevail against it. 

T-4.III.1:12 

  

There is nothing sinful in our leaving Home. It is a choice we make, not realizing that the 

“university of hard knocks,” — the painful education one gets from trying to do things on one’s 



own — will eventually lead us to a crash and burn, a turn around, and the choice to return Home. 

The “university of hard knocks” would be an easier teacher if the tuition (the cost of listening to 

the ego’s voice for separation) was not so high. Life would be easy if we simply followed the 

Will of God in our decision-making. God, however, does not and indeed cannot inflict His Will 

upon us. We must want to do God’s Will and the only way to want to do it is to recognize that in 

fact, it is Our Own Will. Believing that our will is separate from the Will of God, we exempt 

ourselves from the Will of God, which is truly our own true will.  

  

This thing called free will seems both a curse and a blessing. When we are young, we dream 

of the day when we will be able to strike off on our own. Remember the freedom of getting a 

driver’s license, a car, going on the first date, moving away from home, getting a job, moving in 

with a friend, going off to college, taking up a career and establishing one’s own home?  

  

As youngsters, we have a good amount of time before us and we each bring with us certain 

talents. These talents, properly developed, can lead us Homeward. This is the message of another 

of Jesus’ parables concerning the Kingdom of Heaven — the story of the Talents, an exhortation 

to Jesus’ disciples to use their God-given talents in the service of God.  

  

We are happy insofar, as we do God’s Will, 

           which is our own will. 

We are happy insofar as we invest wisely,  

             thus, bringing joy to the whole Kingdom.  

We are miserable to the degree to which 

            we selfishly misuse what has been entrusted to us.  

  

One of the seeming curses (or blessings) in life might be being born into wealth, or into a 

famous family, or perhaps we are born with great beauty or talent. In this sense learning how to 

earn one’s own way though life can be a great blessing. There was a sad story, in New York City 

in early 2015, about a 33 year-old son who killed his wealthy father because his father wanted to 

reduce his inheritance.  

  

Hero figures are often born under very poor conditions, be it a Jesus a Benjamin Franklin, an 

Abraham Lincoln, a Mark Twain, or a Mahatma Gandhi. Likewise, the stories of those with 

disabilities who overcome them — a Helen Keller, a Stevie Wonder or a Stephen Hawking — 

serve as inspiration for us all. What will we do with the talents we have been given? Inheriting 

money, beauty, or strength can all be marvelous aids on the journey Home — or such gifts, 

aptitudes and abilities can be stumbling blocks.  

  

We take what we have and we venture into a foreign land, there to find our fortune. Perhaps, 

to build a little kingdom for ourselves, separate from the Kingdom of Heaven. Yet, inside 

everyone knows — this is not it! This is not eternity. This is not a place of peace. This is not a 

place of safety. This is not a place of perfect Love. This is not Heaven. 

 

In some translations of the Bible, it says that the prodigal son wastes his money on wanton 

living. Wanton means extravagant, willful or riotous. In John Bunyan’s classic, Pilgrim’s 

Progress from 1678, a temptress, named Wanton, tries to distract our hero Pilgrim and take him 



off his course to his intended destination, the “The Celestial City” (Heaven). The ego says, come 

follow me — power, pleasure, and pride all lie this way. Little do we know how lonely power, 

pleasure and pride can be. 

  

Having left Home, (trying to do things our own way) we are no longer clear about our 

Father’s Will. We have to find out things for ourselves. In many heroic mythological traditions, 

the hero falls into a deep sleep and very often this sleep leads to disturbing dreams. Like 

children, we are very good at fantasy, make believe, and dreaming. 

  

Children “do” confuse fantasy and reality, 

and they are frightened because they do not recognize the difference. 

The Holy Spirit makes no distinction among dreams. 

He merely shines them away. 

His light is always the Call to awaken, 

whatever you have been dreaming. 

W-6.V.4:3-6 

  

Imagine a parent standing over the bed of a child. The child is twitching and turning and it is 

clear that something is going on in the child’s mind while the child sleeps. If the sleep seems 

disturbed, a loving parent might nudge the child to awaken him or her from the dream. In the 

same way, God awaits our awakening and return Home. Love, the Course says, waits on 

welcome — not on time and our will has power over all fantasies and dreams. 

  

Heaven waits for his return, 

for it was created as the dwelling place of God's Son. 

You are not at home anywhere else, or in any other condition. 

T-10.V.11:3 

  

We have chosen to wander into a far country where the dreaming of the world takes many 

forms. The good news is that we cannot really forget our Father and we’re not really lost because 

God has not forgotten us. The world seems so big and filled with many distractions. Fortunately, 

God has also set up a plan (a GPS system) by which we can awaken and return Home when we 

get tired of dreams — when the chrysalis of our unconsciousness begins to stir and the wish for 

awakening returns.  

  

The Course represents one form of what it calls a “universal curriculum.” Thus, we each 

return Home by our own often circuitous and sometimes indirect and tortuous route. Life, 

however, need not be tortuous. It can, in fact be a thing of joy when God’s Will and your will are 

one and the same. 

  

  

And when he had spent all, 

there arose a mighty famine in that land,  

and he began to be in want. 

And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country;  

and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 



And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks  

that the swine did eat; and no man gave unto him. 

Luke 15:14-16 

  

The Bottom of the Pit 

The prodigal son would “fain” (willingly) have eaten what the pigs had to eat. As a kid, on 

the farm in Missouri, it was my job to slop to the pigs and I assure you, pigs will eagerly devour 

anything edible. The Prodigal Son story is a story of redemption and salvation where the son 

finds himself feeding slop to pigs. It is the story of what we go through insofar as we have 

voluntarily left Home and ventured into this world and found nothing here of value — save for 

love itself — love which every son will eventually find. 

  

The acceptance of the Atonement by everyone is only a matter of time. 

This may appear to contradict free will because of the inevitability  

of the final decision, but this is not so. 

  

You can temporize and you are capable of enormous procrastination, 

but you cannot depart entirely from your Creator, 

Who set the limits on your ability to miscreate. 

An imprisoned will engenders a situation which, in the extreme, 

becomes altogether intolerable. 

  

Tolerance for pain may be high, but it is not without limit. 

  

Eventually everyone begins to recognize, however dimly,  

that there “must” be a better way. 

  

As this recognition becomes more firmly established,  

it becomes a turning point. 

This ultimately reawakens spiritual vision, 

simultaneously weakening the investment in physical sight. 

T-2.III.3:1-8 

  

Many of our major spiritual leaders began life under staggeringly, stressful conditions. If we 

look at the lives of some of those we regard as the most awake citizens of this world and ask 

yourself — where did the awakening come from? What hardships did the Dalai Lama (1935-

present) go though when he was driven out of his native Tibet? Eckhart Tolle (1948-present) was 

in a deep state of depression prior to his awakening; sitting on a park bench absorbed in what he 

called “self-talk.” If one does not recognize self-talk then they become that self-talk and they 

think this is who they are. While his self-talk was contemplating suicide, he suddenly became 

aware that there was a sane voice within him, which the Course calls the right mind or the Holy 

Spirit. Byron Katie (1942-present) was laying on the floor of a woman’s shelter in California, 

watching a cockroach walk across her leg when she “woke up” and realized that she and no one 

else put her on that floor watching that cockroach walk across her leg.  

  

 



In the early 1990s, author Neale Donald Walsh’s (1943-present) house burned down, his 

wife left him, and he was in a car accident in which he broke his neck. Alone and unemployed, 

he was forced to live in a tent collecting aluminum cans in order to buy food. He began writing, 

writing, writing questions to God on a yellow pad and low and behold, he began to get answers 

that transformed his life and the lives of many millions of his readers. 

  

And when he came to himself, he said,  

How many hired servants of my father’s have bread enough  

and to spare, and I perish with hunger. 

I will arise and go to my father and will say unto him,  

Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before you. 

And am no more worthy to be called your son’  

make me as one of your servants. 

Luke 15:17-19 

  

Coming to Ourselves -- Going Home 

Eventually, every false plan fails. At the bottom of the pit of despair, when it looks like there 

is nothing left to do, the prodigal son has an epiphany, an “ah ha” experience — “And when he 

came to himself.” In this case (we can use a capital “S” for Self), he said, “I can go Home!” I can 

say to my Father, “Father I have sinned against you and before Heaven. I am no longer worthy to 

be called your son. Make me one of your hired servants.” This is exactly what he does. 

  

And he arose, and came to his father. 

But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, 

and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck and kissed him. 

And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven  

and in your sight and am no more worthy to be called your son. 

But the father said to his servants, bring forth the best robe,  

and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet 

And bring hither the fatted calf and kill it and let us eat, and be merry, 

For this my son was dead and he is alive again; 

he was lost and he is found. And they began to make merry. 

Luke 15:20-24 

  

Again, it is interesting what the father does not say. The father does not say, “That’s right, 

you’ve been a very naughty boy. But I, a good man, will forgive you.” The father does not say a 

word about where he went or what he did. All he says is, “Put a robe on him, put sandals on his 

feet, put a ring on him.” In other words his status is being restored.  

  

Where we go, what we do, the amount of trouble that we get into — none of that matters. 

Drugs, alcohol, fame, fortune, good illusions — pick an illusion. It does not matter what the 

dream is. All that matters is that we awaken from the dream. Dreams are about the past. We were 

sleeping and now we are awake. We were dead and now there is life, we were lost and now we 

are found and that is the only thing that matters!  

  

 



 

We Must Awaken 

God does not know about the content of our dreams. There is no need for Him to know — 

an illusion is an illusion is an illusion. God does know, however, that someday, if not before, 

then, when we’re down at the bottom of the pit eating slop with the pigs, we’ll have a revelation: 

because we must awaken. Indeed, the event has already occurred — we never left Home — 

we’re just dreaming that we did. You might, for example, experience a terrible nightmare and 

then, when you awake you find that you are lying in your bed in your home. You never went 

anywhere. Awakening, God greets us (figuratively speaking) with open arms. Nothing is said 

about where we went or what we did. We didn’t commit any sins or make any mistakes — we 

just thought we did. The mistakes were the l(earning). The only thing that matters is that, “My 

son was lost and he has been found. He was dead and he’s come back to life.”  

  

Because of your Father's Love you can never forget Him, 

for no one can forget what God Himself placed in his memory. 

T-12.VIII.4:1 

  

Now his elder son was in the field; 

and as he came and drew nigh to the house, he heard music and dancing. And he called one of 

the servants and asked what these things meant. 

And he said, “Your brother has returned, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he 

hath received him safe and sound.” 

And he was angry and would not go in; 

therefore came his father out and entreated him. 

Luke 10:25-25 

     

The Prodigal Son’s Brother 

Ken Wapnick produced a long CD album called The Prodigal Son’s Brother. We are all 

prodigal sons. We are also the prodigal son’s brother. We are the good son, the righteous son, the 

one who stays home. We do what we are supposed to do. We work hard. We go to church. We 

raise our families. We pay our way. We do not waste our resources.  

  

Still, we are projective, jealous and withholding of our love. And yet, the father loves both 

sons equally and thus, responds to both sons with equal love. We must find the love inside 

ourselves and forgive our brothers who have wandered away. Everyone is literally our brother or 

sister, and only in the recognition that we have one and the same Father are we truly set free.  

  

And he answering said to his father, 

“Lo, these many years have I served you,  

neither transgressed I at any time your commandment;  

and yet you never gave me a kid (goat), 

that I might make merry with my friends.  

But as soon as this your son was come who hath devoured your living with harlots, thou hast 

killed for him the fatted calf.'  

And he said unto him, “Son, you are always with me,  

and all that I have is yours.  



It was right that we should make merry and be glad;  

for your brother was dead, and is alive again. 

 He was lost and now is found.” 

Luke 15:29-32 

  

The prodigal son’s brother whines to his father. Just like the prodigal son, he, too, has a 

lesson to learn. True happiness comes only in forgiveness and the recognition that we are all one. 

Our basic problem is “The authority problem.” We told God we wanted to be able to live life on 

our own terms. God Who IS Love — cannot stop us in this foolishness. The Atonement which 

dissolves our foolishness cannot be misused only refused. Eventually, like the prodigal sons and 

daughters we are, we will make the decision to return Home — the sooner — the happier.  

  

Listen to the story of the prodigal son, 

and learn what God's treasure is and yours: 

This son of a loving father left his home and thought  

he had squandered everything for nothing of any value, 

although he had not understood its worthlessness at the time. 

He was ashamed to return to his father, 

because he thought he had hurt him. 

Yet when he came home the father welcomed him with joy, 

because the son himself “was” his father's treasure. 

He wanted nothing else. 

T-8.VI.4:1-4 

  

Come home. 

You have not found your happiness in foreign places  

and in alien forms that have no meaning to you, 

though you sought to make them meaningful.  

This world is not where you belong.  

You are a stranger here.  

 You to find the means whereby the world  

               no longer seems to be a prison house or jail for anyone. 

W-200.4:1-5 

 

 

 

Jon 


