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by Jon Mundy 

  

Having adopt the ego‘s distorted perception, the ego‘s shadow is now cast across everything 

we look upon. However, ―the day is coming and now is,‖ when we will experience ―perfect 

vision‖ and therefore, ―perfect happiness,‖ as perfect vision enables the sight of perfect oneness. 

The first step is a matter of willingness. 

  

Salvation, perfect and complete, 

 asks but a little wish that what is true be true;  

a little willingness to overlook what is not there; 

a little sigh that speaks for Heaven as a preference to  

this world that death and desolation seem to rule.  

In joyous answer will creation rise within you, to replace 

 the world you see with Heaven, wholly perfect and complete.  

What is forgiveness but a willingness that truth be true? 

(T-26.VII.9:1-3) 

  

Perfect Purity 
According to mythological lore, the hero or heroine (the Self we are in Truth) is always born 

in perfect purity. Immaculate means ―without spot.‖ (Thus, a mackerel, or ―maculate,‖ is a 

―spotted fish.‖) Pythagoras, Buddha, Confucius, and Jesus were all said to have ―immaculate‖ 

conceptions. Let‘s not take this too literally, for it is one of the areas where traditional 

Christianity went ―off course‖ by worshipping the body of Jesus. Thus, the Mass — ―This is my 

body broken for you. This is my blood poured out for you.‖ Nothing is so distracting as the 

perception of form (T-22.III.6:7). Bodies are not immaculate, but the Mind that remembers God 

is.  

    

Heaven is the home of perfect purity,  

and God created it for you. 

(T-33.II.13:6) 

  

Though born a king, the hero or heroine frequently stumbles, often falling prey to his or her 

own ego. So it is that we are all created in perfect purity in the Mind of God. Indeed, nothing can 

shake God‘s conviction of the perfect purity of everything that He created (T-14.III.12:2). God 

knows that we, His children, are asleep, and He has a plan for our awakening.  

  

For the Son of God is guiltless now,  

and the brightness of his purity  

shines untouched forever in God's Mind. 

(T-13.I.5:6) 



  

Jesus, in the Sermon on the Mount, says, ―Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see 

God.‖ Peace comes in the remembrance of our own perfect purity. We love children as it is so 

easy to see innocence in them. Jesus asks us to look upon all brothers and sisters as though we 

were looking upon an innocent child who asks only for our love (T-13.X.9:3).  

  

The Holy Spirit is the Translator of the laws of God to those  

who do not understand them. . . . He translates only to  

preserve the original meaning in all respects and in all languages. 

Therefore, He opposes the idea that differences in form are meaningful, emphasizing always that 

“these differences do not matter.” 

(T-7.II.4:5&5:2-3) 

  

The miracle is the one thing you can do that transcends order  

being based not on differences but on equality. 

(T-14.10.2:7) 

  

Jesus remembered the Christ by not seeing differences in form. Recognizing the truth, he 

could say, ―I and the Father are One.‖ There is no difference between us except in time, and 

insofar as there is no time, there are no differences. 

  

I was created like you in the First, and I have called you to join with me in the Second. I am in 

charge of the Second Coming, 

and my judgment, which is used only for protection, 

cannot be wrong because it never attacks. 

Your ego is trying to convince you that it is real and I am not, 

because if I am real, I am no more real than you are 

That knowledge, and I assure you that it is knowledge, 

means that Christ has come into your mind and healed it. 

(T-4.IV.10:3-4 & 8-9) 

  

This is the way reality is made by partial vision, 

 purposefully set against the given truth. Its enemy is wholeness. 

It conceives of little things and looks upon them. 

And a lack of space, a sense of unity or vision that sees differently,  

become the threats which it must overcome, conflict with and deny. 

(W-184.4:1-3) 

  

The ego sees a fearful, disturbing world — a place of darkness filled with sin. Lesson 12 

from the Course says, ―I am upset because I see a meaningless world.‖ The lesson goes on to 

say, ―I think I see a fearful world, a dangerous world, a hostile world, a sad world, a  wicked 

world, a crazy world‖ (W-12.3:2). The ego looks upon a dark world, and in darkness we are 

deceived.  

  

Do not seek vision through your eyes,  



for you made your way of seeing  

that you might see in darkness, and in this you are deceived.  

(T-13.V.9:1-3) 

  

Seeing through the ego‘s ―eyes,‖ we are deceived. The ego sees sin, sickness, sadness, and 

separation all about. All the while, the Vision of Christ looks on all things in light and sees only 

oneness. The ego-mind does not, indeed it cannot, see oneness. The ego sees only separation, 

difference, and division. Identifying with the ego, we do not see wholeness. What is seen instead 

are discord, difference, and division.  

  

True light that makes true vision possible is not the light the body's eyes behold.  

It is a state of mind that has become so unified that darkness cannot be perceived at all. 

And thus what is the same is seen as one, while what 

is not the same remains unnoticed, for it is not there. 

(W-108.2:1-3) 

Story Time 
A Sufi story tells of a young girl on her way to see her beloved. She passes by a mullah (holy 

man) who is saying his prayers. Intent upon seeing her beloved, she unknowingly walks right in 

front of him. This is something forbidden by religious law (an ―order‖ one is supposed to obey). 

The mullah, his prayers having been disturbed, becomes upset. Later, upon returning, she again 

passes near him. This time he scolds her for her mistake saying, ―It was not right for you to cross 

in front of me while I was offering my prayer. I was thinking of God, the Lord of Heaven.‖ She 

replies, ―I‘m sorry. I don‘t yet know of God and prayer. I was on the way to see my beloved and, 

thinking only of my beloved, I did not see you praying. How could you, who were thinking of 

God, see me?‖ 

   

Nothing lasting lies in dreams  

or any of the egos schemes.   

  

A miracle, or the shift from ego-perception to vision, is a reflection of the union of Will 

between Father and Son. The right mind sees only brothers and sisters, because it sees only its 

own light. Perfect clarity of vision enables the sight of Heaven, even if what the world sees looks 

like hell — as it does when we are in pain, at times of war, during the reign of any despot, and as 

it did during the Inquisition and the Holocaust. The Real World, a vision of wholeness, can be 

seen only by the light of  Spirit.  

  

And There Was Light, one of the best books I ever read, was written by Jacques Lusseyran 

(1924-1971). Jacques was a Frenchman who became blind at the age of eight when his glasses 

shattered into his eyes after he ran into the corner of a school desk.  

  

He decided to learn German as a youth, so he could listen to German radio. As part of the 

French underground resistance to Hitler during World War II, he was captured and sent to 

Buchenwald prison, where he was an inspiration to many who gravitated to him for spiritual 



guidance. Because he was blind and could speak German, he survived Buchenwald and came to 

the United States, where he taught French literature. Jacques died along with his wife in a car 

accident in 1971. Here is something of what he wrote: 

  

  

Inside me there was everything I had believed was outside. There was in particular, the sun, 

light, and all colors. There were even the shapes of objects and the distance between objects. 

Everything was there and movement as well. . . . Light is an element that we carry inside us 

which can grow there with as much abundance, variety, and intensity as it can outside of us. . . . 

I could light myself . . . that is, I could create a light inside of me so alive, so large, and so near 

that my eyes, my physical eyes, or what remained of them, vibrated, almost to the point of 

hurting. . . . God is there under a form that has the good luck to be neither religious, nor 

intellectual, nor sentimental, but quite simply alive. 

  

Innocence 
The English mystical poet, William Wordsworth (1770-1850), expressed it simply when he 

said, ―Heaven lies about us in our    infancy.‖ We could say, ―Heaven lies about us in our 

innocence.‖ Eyes of innocence can see perfection. Eyes of innocence see without projection and 

the perception of differences. When pre-verbal infants look at us, they just see — with no 

thoughts of differences or judgments. 

  

Innocence is wisdom because it is unaware of evil, and evil does not exist.  

It is, however, perfectly aware of everything that is true. 

(T-3.I.7:4) 

  

My friend and co-minister, Rev. Emily Boardman, who works in counseling the dying, tells 

the story of being with one of her friends at the time of his death. The following are her words: 

  

―My most loved friend had fought a long, hard fight and was finally coming to the end of 

it.  He knew it, and it didn't seem to scare him anymore.  He had faced death often, and by now it 

felt like he was ready to join this new leg of the journey and was bidding us a most    loving 

goodbye. I sat next to his bed when the secretary from the office he had worked for came in. She 

stood at the foot of the bed with a face full of love, light, and bewilderment and said, ‗You are 

FLAWLESS!‘ I turned and looked at him and, indeed, he was. I‘m not sure what that means, but 

together we saw it, knew it, and rested in it. When she left, Charles asked me what she had said, 

what word she had used.  I said ‗Flawless.‘  He looked at me and said, ‗Oh, Em, yes, we all 

are‘.‖ Charles died two days later. 

The innocence of God is the true state of the mind of His Son. 

(T-3.I.8:1) 

  

The Boy in the Boat 
On the Sunday after the bombing in Boston, in April of 2013, I gave a sermon titled ―The 

Boy in the Boat.‖ I spoke to the congregation about how we were to see the boy in the boat. His 

brother has been killed. He is bleeding, perhaps dying; perhaps the largest posse of police men 

and police dogs ever assembled is carefully hunting him down. I asked them to think of the 

nightmare in his mind. He has killed three people, including a nine-year-old boy; he has maimed 



and scarred for life dozens more. I asked them to imagine the hellish guilt — his sense of fear 

and loneliness — knowing how hated he is, knowing he will be found. He has committed an 

atrocious act. He will ―at best‖ spend the rest of his life in prison.  

  

And then, I asked the congregation to think about the way God sees him, the way God sees 

you and me. In God‘s eyes, we are all His children, all equal.  

  

The present offers you your brothers in the light that  

would unite you with them, and free you from the past. 

Would you, then, hold the past against them? 

For if you do, you are choosing to remain in the darkness that is not there, and refusing to 

accept the light that is offered you. 

For the light of perfect vision is freely given as it is freely received,  

and can be accepted only without limit. 

(T-13.VI.7:1-4) 

  

God does not judge his guiltless Son, but we condemn him as he no doubt condemns himself. 

Only from a higher perspective is it possible to attain to the Vision of Christ and see that which 

God condemns not. 

  

Beyond this darkness, and yet still within you, is the vision of Christ,  

Who looks on all in light. Your "vision" comes from fear, as His from love.  

And He sees for you, as your witness to the real world. 

(T-13.V.9:2-5) 

  

We have all gone astray, and yet God has a plan for every Child to awaken from the 

nightmare dreams we have created. No matter how far away any Child of God may wander, we 

shall all one day return to perfect vision, perfect wholeness and, thus, also to perfect happiness. 

The only way we truly can see the boy in the boat is the way God does. 

  

What happens to perceptions if there are  

no judgments and nothing but perfect equality? 

Perception becomes impossible. 

Truth can only be known. 

(T-3.V.8:1-3) 

  

The boy in the boat made a mistake. As the world sees it, it was a huge ―mistake.‖ There is, 

however, no order of difficulty in miracles: one is not harder or bigger than another. In the 

mystical state, there is just seeing! There is no evaluation or condemnation. Anyone can love 

anyone else when he or she looks through the eyes of innocence. What the boy in the boat 

needed most was for someone to love him despite the severity of his aberration. Seeing through 

eyes of innocence, we participate in creation and give birth to that Mind which is the Christ.  

  

God offers only mercy. 

Your words should reflect only mercy, 

because that is what you have received 



and that is what you should give. 

(T-VI.6:1-2) 

  

Infancy is a time of innocence. The ego is present in a nascent form, though not yet fully 

developed. Having so recently come from Home, as children, we are by nature innocence. Even 

the most ―hardened‖ of criminals have innocence buried within. Innocence is being Home with 

God, not symbolically or intellectually, but experientially — without any doubt or belief to the 

contrary.  

  

No one knows how many miracles occur without our awareness. Indeed, it is only when 

miracles do not occur that something has gone wrong (T-1.1:6). All miracles are expressions of 

perfection, our natural — God-given — state of innocence and purity. The first step on any 

spiritual journey, or returning to our God-given innocence, is purification of mind. We begin by 

letting go of the unessential — the distortions of reality. We‘re looking to remove ―the blocks to 

the awareness of love‘s presence‖ (T-In.1:7).  

  

In shining peace within you is the perfect purity 

in which you were created. 

(T-13.X.9:4) 

  

If perfection exists, God exists; and if God exists, the ego never existed. How could a 

fantasy, which is a distortion of reality, be true? Fantasies are fancies and not the truth. Living 

within the ego‘s tyranny means living in a dream. However, a clear perception of Heaven is 

possible. In order to see clearly, we need to learn how to see beyond the body‘s eyes with its 

distortions of reality. We need to see without prejudice and projection. We need Perfect Vision. 

  

Or how can you say to your brother, 

 „Brother, let me remove the speck that is in your eye,‟  

when you yourself do not see the plank that is in your own eye?  

First remove the plank from your own eye,  

and then you will see clearly  

how to remove the speck that is in your brother‟s eye. 

(Luke 6:41-43) 

  

But ask yourself if it is possible that God would have a plan  

for your salvation that does not work.  

Once you accept His plan as the one function that you would fulfill, 

 there will be nothing else the Holy Spirit will not arrange for you without your effort. 

He will go before you making straight your path, 

and leaving in your way no stones to trip on, 

and no obstacles to bar your way 

(T-20.IV.8:3-5) 

  

When the ego‘s plan fails, God‘s plan automatically kicks into gear. When the Prodigal Son, 

having failed in his own plan, returns home, the father is overjoyed at his return. The only thing 



which matters is that he has returned home — to a place he never left   except, perhaps, in some 

nightmarish dream.  

  

Without going out the door, you can know the whole world. 

– Lao Tzu, Tao Te Ching  

  

Kick the Bucket List 
In the 2007 movie, The Bucket List, starring Jack Nicholson and Morgan Freeman, two older 

men, each diagnosed with terminal  cancer and knowing they will soon die, take off to see the 

most beautiful things in the world that their eyes can behold. They see the pyramids, then they 

fly away and see the Taj Mahal. They go around the world with their eyes filled with beauty and 

magnificence. In Hong Kong, Nicholson surreptitiously hires a prostitute to befriend Freedman 

while he sits in a bar. But, Freeman declines her offer, realizing how much he loves his wife. In 

the end all they both want to do is to go home where they know love is.  

  

Look upon all the trinkets made to hang  

upon the body, or to cover it or for its use. 

See all the useless things made for its eyes to see. 

(T-20.II.1:1) 

  

The seeker on the path is looking — ever seeking for deeper spiritual ways of seeing. ―If we 

make visible what is not true, what is true becomes invisible‖ (T-12.VIII.3:1). Man, not knowing 

how to reach God more directly, built beautiful cathedrals.  

  

. . . a temple is not a structure at all. Its true holiness lies 

at the inner altar around which the structure is built. 

The emphasis on beautiful structures is a sign of the fear of Atonement,  

and an unwillingness to reach the altar itself. 

The real beauty of the temple cannot be seen with the physical eye. 

Spiritual sight, on the other hand, cannot see the structure at all  because it is perfect vision. 

It can, however, see the altar with perfect clarity. 

(T-2.III.1:7-12) 

  

Go to Las Vegas and look at how much excitement can be created for the eye. A woman at a 

lecture told me how her husband, having gone to a convention in Las Vegas, called her within 24 

hours of his arrival saying, ―Help! It‘s all artificial. I need to get out of here.‖ It‘s all on the 

outside and designed to excite the senses. Such excitement for the eyes does not bring us peace 

of mind, nor does it provide any form of lasting happiness. 

  

One sees clearly only with the heart.  

Anything essential is invisible to the eyes. 

– From Le Petit Prince 

by Antoine de Saint-Exupery (1900-1944) 

  

Love, which is invisible, is seen with perfect clarity by the heart and soul. Unlike the clarity 

of love, opinions, outlooks, positions, and points of view are all ego-based. Do they matter? Does 



it make any difference if we are Republicans or Democrats? (I said that from the pulpit at Unity 

of Chicago. Some man in the back of the room yelled, ―Yes!‖ And the whole room roared with 

laughter for a full minute.) There are no divisions between Republicans and Democrats in 

Heaven. There is only oneness.  

  

Healing is a thought by which two minds 

perceive their oneness and become glad. 

(T-5.I.1:1) 

  

Comparison must be an ego device, for love makes none. 

Specialness always makes comparisons. 

(T-24.II.1:1-2) 

  

To be perfect, a mind must be pure; to be pure, it must be true; to be true, it must be simple; 

it must be innocent; it must be immaculate; and if it is, it will know only perfect happiness. 
 

Jon 


