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Chapter 25 
 

The Justice of God 
 

The next two chapters deal with miracles and justice. Some of the 

passages toward the end of this chapter are among the heaviest in the 

Course.  

 

The Ego’s Justice Says:  Sinners must be punished for their sins. 

One of our current 2016 presidential candidates said, “We should vote 

for God’s values.” He then said that if elected president, “We will 

utterly destroy ISIS. We will carpet bomb them into oblivion.” Is this 

God’s Justice or the ego’s justice? Nowhere in this thinking is their 

thought for all the thousands of innocent people who would die or be 

maimed for life by carpet bombing. I once heard a televangelist says, 

“There must be a hell and sinners must go there; otherwise, it would 

not be fair.”  

 

God’s Justice says, Nothing real can be threatened. Nothing unreal 

exists. You’ve done nothing wrong. Come Home! You were only 

dreaming a fearful dream. Dreams are not reality. 

 

War brings decrease for everyone concerned on both sides and all 

those caught in the middle. During the Thirty Years War (1618-1648), 

as with so very many other wars, soldiers on both sides were expected 

to care for themselves by looting and stealing. The same was true for 

Christian soldiers during the Crusades, even if it meant looting 

Christian cities on their way to the Holy Land.  
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Introduction 

 

The Christ in you inhabits not a body.   

Yet He is in you.  

And thus it must be that you are not within a body.  

What is within you cannot be outside.  

And it is certain that you cannot be apart  

from what is at the very center of your life.  

What gives you life cannot be housed in death.  

No more can you.  

T-25.in.1:1-6 

 

Again a basic tenant of the Course is that “all is Mind.” Bodies are 

exceedingly temporal.  

 

As what is within cannot be outside of you -- a basic tenant of the 

Course is -- Christ is in the Mind not the body. The truth of our reality 

as a child of God is forever alive inside and cannot be lost -- only 

temporarily be put out of your mind. 

 

No one who carries Christ in him can fail to recognize  

Him everywhere. “Except” in bodies.  

And as long as he believes he is in a body,  

where he thinks he is He (Christ) cannot be.  

And so he carries Him unknowingly,  

and does not make Him manifest.  

And thus he does not recognize Him where He is. 

The son of man is not the risen Christ. 

Yet does the Son of God abide exactly where he is,  

and walks with him within his holiness, as plain to see  

as is his specialness set forth within his body. 
T-25.in.2:1-8 

 

The son of man is the ego and the special place we occupy within a 

body. The Son of God is who we are in truth as a manifestation of the 

Christ Mind, which is also One-mindedness. The miracle works as the 
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memory of Christ (which is the Atonement principle) is manifested. 

From the section, The Forgotten Song, in Chapter 10, we read: 

 

The blindness that they made  

will not withstand the memory of this song.  

And they will look upon the vision of the Son of God,  

remembering who he is they sing of.  

What is a miracle but this remembering?  

And who is there in whom this memory lies not?  

The light in one awakens it in all.  

And when you see it in your brother,  

you “are” remembering for everyone. 

T-10:2-7 

 

The last place we can find the Atonement principle is in the world or 

the body. We make Christ manifest by remembering him. The ego by 

its very nature cannot admit to the reality of Christ. To do so would be 

the end of the ego. The more wrapped up we get within the body, the 

less we will remember that we are in fact a Mind, a Spirit capable of 

love, compassion, and endurance. 

 

Jesus was a man who saw the face of Christ in all of his brothers and 

sisters. The Course asks us to look past the body and refrain from 

seeing only the outside.  

 

The body needs no healing.  

 But the mind that thinks it is a body is sick indeed!  

And it is here that Christ sets forth the remedy.  

His purpose folds the body in His light,  

and fills it with the Holiness that shines from Him.  

And nothing that the body says or does but makes Him manifest. 

T-25.in.3:1-5 

 

The ego keeps us rooted in the body. Sickness, however, is never of 

the body. Thus, when the body is sick, the sickness lies somehow 

within the mind. The Course tells us that no one dies without his own 

consent (W-152.1:4); therefore, we must conclude that our teacher,  
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Dr. Ken Wapnick, chose to let his body go -- just as “ultimately,” we 

all make this decision -- be it conscious or unconscious. 

  

I. The Link to Truth 

 

Perception tells you “you” are manifest in what you see. 

Behold the body, and you will believe that you are there. 

 And every body that you look upon reminds you of yourself;  

your sinfulness, your evil and, above all, your death.  

And would you not despise the one who tells you this,  

and seek his death instead? 

T-25.1:2-5 

 

 The message and the messenger are one.  

(Ideas do not leave their source) 

And you must see your brother as yourself.  

Framed in his body you will see your sinfulness,  

wherein you stand condemned.  

Set in his holiness, the Christ in him proclaims Himself as you. 

T-25.I.6-9 

 

Once again, projection makes perception. 

Projection is the mechanism which proves there is a separated world 

-- an outside, something which is “other than” me. There can only be a 

separated world outside, if first there is a separated world inside. A 

mystic is someone who losses the sense of “boundary,” the sense of 

“self,” and other. Ultimately, we all come to see -- there is “no” other. 

There is only One. 

 

Though I may not be “conscious” of it, “the world I see is inside of 

me.” What do you see? What do you want to see? According to the 

ego, defenses of all sorts are necessary. What needs a defense is “the 

sense of sin inside of me” which says, “I do not like the world I see.”  

 

After my first near-death experience in 1976, I foolishly went 

around for a few weeks, thereafter, telling folks they were not bodies. 

One of my friends asked me to stop doing it and I did so, realizing that 
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he was right. No one was ready to believe it. It seems, after all, pretty 

outrageous -- so I stopped.  

 

Perception is a choice of what you want yourself to be;  

the world you want to live in, and the state in which  

you think your mind will be content and satisfied.  

T-25.I.3:1-1 

 

Attacking What Is Not There 

This is one of the three times the Course says, perception is a 

choice. As we also read in Chapters 13 and 21. 

 

Projection makes perception,  

and you cannot see beyond it. 

Again and again have you attacked your brother, 

because you saw in him a shadow figure in your private world. 

And thus it is you must attack yourself first,  

for what you attack is not in others. 

Its only reality is in your own mind, 

and by attacking others  

you are literally attacking what is not there. 

T-13.V.3:5-8 

 

Healing the T(error)ist Within.  

It is in the middle of the word Terrorist that we find the word error. 

To be a terrorist is to be insane. The Course is, if anything, about 

healing the terrorist within. First I must realize that I am the one who 

harbors the terrorist.  

 

So, we make up the world we see and the parts of it that we do not 

like, we attack. We may do it horribly wrong like a terrorist, or we 

might even be a terrorist to one of our children or to our mate, or to a 

parent, an employee, an employer or a friend. These are the people 

who are most directly the teachers in our lives. One of the hardest jobs 

we have in learning the Course is in the acceptance of the fact that the 

problems we see in others are there because the problem lies within 

ourselves.  
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It (perception) chooses where you think your safety lies,  

at your decision.  

It reveals yourself to you as you would have you be.  

And always is it faithful to your purpose, from which it never 

separates, nor gives the slightest witness unto anything the purpose  

in your mind upholdeth not.  

Perception is a part of what it is your purpose to behold,  

for means and end are never separate.  

And thus you learn what seems to have a life apart has none. 

T-25.I.3:1-6 

 

“Upholdeth” is one of the few times that Jesus uses Biblical 

language instead of modern English. Words like upholdeth or cometh 

can only be found in an unabridged dictionary. 

 

 “You” are the means for God; not separate,  

nor with a life apart from His.  

His life is manifest in you who are His Son (daughter/child).  

Each aspect of Himself is framed in holiness and perfect purity,  

in love celestial and so complete it wishes only that it may release  

all that it looks upon unto itself.  

 

Its radiance shines through each body that it looks upon,  

and brushes all its darkness into light  

merely by looking past it “to” the light.  

 

The veil is lifted through its gentleness,  

and nothing hides the face of Christ from its beholders.  

You and your brother stand before Him now, to let Him draw aside 

the veil that seems to keep you separate and apart. 

T-25.I.4:1-6 

 

Since you believe that you are separate,  

Heaven presents itself to you as separate, too.  

Not that it is in truth, but that the link that has been given you to join 

the truth may reach to you through what you understand.  
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Father and Son and Holy Spirit are as One,  

as all your brothers join as one in truth. 

Christ and His Father never have been separate,  

and Christ abides within your understanding,  

in the part of you that shares His Father's Will.  

The Holy Spirit links the other part–the tiny, mad desire to be 

separate, different and special–to the Christ,  

to make the oneness clear to what is really one.  

In this world this is not understood, but can be taught. 

T-25.I.5:1-6 

 

Heaven presents itself to us as separate -- not because Heaven is 

separate, but we “believe” Heaven is separate.   

 

II. The Savior from the Dark 

 

Is it not evident that what the body's eyes perceive  

fills you with fear? 

Perhaps you think you find a hope of satisfaction there.  

Perhaps you fancy to attain some peace  

and satisfaction in the world as you perceive it.  

Yet it must be evident the outcome does not change.  

Despite your hopes and fancies, always does despair result.  

And there is no exception, nor will there ever be.  

The only value that the past can hold is that you learn  

it gave you no rewards which you would want to keep.  

For only thus will you be willing to relinquish it,  

and have it gone forever.  

T-25.II.1.1-8 

 

We remember “pain” the best. No doubt many wonderful things 

have happened for each of us in the past but what do we remember 

best? What do we talk about most? Why is there so much dysfunction? 

 

Is it not strange that you should cherish  

still some hope of satisfaction from the world you see?  
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 In no respect, at any time or place, has anything but fear 

and guilt been your reward. Where did this come from? 

T-25.II.2:1-2 

 

Let’s be honest. How much fear and guilt have we encountered 

along the way? How many strange characters, disappointments, 

relationships that did not work out better, health challenges, work 

issues, money issues and on top of it all, just plain old existential angst 

at the seeming meaningless of life?  

 

And yet -- Life is not meaningless at all -- as the Course says, it is 

filled with “purpose.” The reason we are here is to fulfill the 

Atonement for ourselves. That is, we are in a school being given tests. 

We need to pay attention in order to graduate. No one wants to be held 

back.  

 

 To place your hopes where no hope lies  

must make you hopeless. 

Yet is this hopelessness your choice, while you would seek for 

hope where none is ever found. 

T-25.II.2:3-6 

 

There is no hope in the world, in form, in materiality, in money, 

though any of these things may be helpful tools. The deeper you dig 

into the past, the more insanity there is to be found. Folks who say we 

live in bad times have not studied history. The first five Roman 

Emperors were all insanely self-absorbed. You would not want to have 

been around during the Inquisition. The first Inquisition was in 1184 

and the last in 1827, some six-hundred and fifty years ago. It went in 

waves from one country to the next like a contagious disease and then 

when it seemed to have died down, it started up again. There is no 

hope in the ego’s world. No matter how comfortable this world may 

be, without love there is nothingness. The history of this world is 

miserably filled with war, disease, and unkindness. This is not to 

condemn it, only to see it the way it has been, knowing that it need not 

be this way. 
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Be glad that it is gone within your mind, 

 to darken what is there.  

Take not the form for content,  

for the form is but a means for content. 

T-25.II.4:2-4 

 

Form (the frame) is the “outside.” The way things look in the world.  

The use of the word “frame” in the Course usually refers to the 

“outside world.” The world is very capable of hiding Spirit by causing 

us to be fascinated with “the frame.” We made the frame (the 

ego/body) and this we see as reality.  

 

 And the frame is but a means to hold the picture up,  

so that it can be seen. 

A frame that hides the picture has no purpose.  

It cannot be a frame if it is what you see. 

 Without the picture is the frame without its meaning.  

Its purpose is to set the picture off, and not itself. 

T-25.II.4:1-8 

 

The Gilded Age 

PBS did a series on “The American Princesses” about the daughters 

of wealthy, nouveau rich Americans during The Gilded Age -- a period 

in US history from the 1870s to about 1910 when a great deal of 

money was being made due to rapid American industrialization after 

the Civil War. The term Gilded Age was coined by Mark Twain in his 

book, The Gilded Age, in 1873. It was a period of great interest in 

wealth and power brought on primarily by the growth of railroads in 

the United States. This was all a time prior to the existence of a 

national income tax, which did not come into effect until 1913. The 

Gilded Age was also a time of unscrupulous labor practices and untold 

serious social problems; thus, the age was masked by gold gilding -- 

pretty on the outside yet many were suffering from spiritual 

malnutrition on the inside. Mark Twain knew it and called it what it 

was. He was also part of it and he knew that as well. 

 



10 

 

Who hangs an empty frame upon a wall and stands before it,  

deep in reverence, as if a masterpiece were there to see? 

Yet if you see your brother as a body, it is but this you do. 

The masterpiece that God has set within this frame 

 is all there is to see. 

The body holds it for a while, without obscuring it in any way. 

Yet what God has created (Spirit) needs no frame, 

for what He has created He supports and frames within Himself. 

His masterpiece He offers you to see. 

And would you rather see the frame instead of this?  

And see the picture not at all? 

T-25.II.6:1-8 

 

This is the second time Jesus has used the picture and frame analogy 

in the Course. He did so as well in Chapter 17, Section IV called The 

Two Pictures. The frame is the body; the picture is the soul. We choose 

to look at the frame -- the outside rather than looking deep within to 

see the picture that the frame holds.  

 

The soul, not the body, is the masterpiece 

and yet we see the body and not the soul. 

Every body will be broken ~ every soul made whole. 

 

The Holy Spirit is the frame God set around 

the part of Him that you would see as separate. 

Yet its frame is joined to its Creator, 

One with Him and with His masterpiece. 

This is its purpose,  

and you do not make the frame into the picture  

when you choose to see it in its place. 

 

The body has a function. It is a learning device for the soul. When it 

is used properly to facilitate learning -- healing occurs.  
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The frame that God has given it but serves His purpose, 

 not yours apart from His. 

 

It is your separate purpose that obscures the picture,  

and cherishes the frame instead of it. 

Yet God has set His masterpiece within a frame that will endure 

forever, when yours has crumbled into dust. 

But think you not the picture (Spirit) is destroyed in any way.  

What God creates is safe from all corruption, 

 unchanged and perfect in eternity. 

T-25.II.5:1-8  

 

Accept God's frame instead of yours, and you will see the 

masterpiece.  Look at its loveliness, and understand the Mind that 

thought it, not in flesh and bones, but in a frame as lovely as itself.  

T-25.II.7:1-2 

 

III. Perception and Choice 

 

To the extent to which you value guilt, to that extent  

will you perceive a world in which attack is justified. 

T-25.III.1:1  

 

Seeing Innocence Instead of Insanity  

We have agathokakological minds -- that is, split minds. Sometimes 

we are able to see with the Christ Mind. To see with the Christ Mind is 

to see with the Holy Spirit which is aware of the knowledge that lies 

beyond perception (T-5.I.5:1). When we have knowledge, we know 

beyond anything what our senses can tell. The senses are helpful and 

yet, as deaf and blind Helen Keller said (1880-1968): 

 

I thank God for my handicaps for through them  

I found myself, my work, and my God. 

 

When we fall in love, we are able to see the innocence within. More 

often insanity prevails. Jesus asks us to look past illusion to the truth. 
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The outside seems so big and real and, thus, it hides the blamelessness 

buried deep within.  

 

To the extent to which you recognize that guilt is meaningless,  

to that extent you will perceive attack cannot “be” justified. 

This is in accord with  perception's fundamental law:  

You see what you believe is there, 

 and you believe it there because you want it there.  

 

Very few of us would ever be willing to admit that we want to see 

an insane world – yet, 

 

Perception has no other law than this.  

The rest (other insane laws) but stems from this,  

to hold it up and offer it support. 

This is perception's form, adapted to this world,  

of God's more basic law;  

that love creates itself, and nothing but itself. 

T-25.III.1:1-6.  

 

God's laws do not obtain directly to a world perception rules,  

for such a world could not have been created 

by the Mind to which perception has no meaning.  

Yet are His laws reflected everywhere.  

Not that the world where this reflection is, is real at all. 

Only because His Son believes it is, (real) and from His Son's 

belief He could not let Himself be separate entirely.  

He could not enter His Son's insanity with him,  

but He could be sure His sanity went there with him,  

so he could not be lost forever in the madness of his wish. 

T-25.III.2:1-5 

 

No matter how insane we are. No matter how insane the world is, 

we live within. God has placed within every one the call to waken and 

be glad? 

.  
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Perception rests on choosing; knowledge does not.  

Knowledge has but one law because it has but one Creator. 

But this world has two (this is what the Course at another point 

refers to a “double vision” -- that is two ways of seeing. One is insane 

(the ego). The other is wholly sane (Holy Spirits view) 

Seeing with Him (The Holy Spirit) will show you that all meaning, 

including yours, comes not from double vision, but from the gentle 

fusing of everything into “one” meaning,  

“one” emotion and “one” purpose. 

T-14.VIII.7:5 

 

We are constantly at choice between listening to the voice of the ego 

and the Voice for God (the Holy Spirit).  

  

The Simultaneous Corrector 

 

There is another Maker of the world, 

the simultaneous Corrector  

of the mad belief that anything could be established and maintained 

without some link that kept it still within the laws of God;  

not as the law itself upholds the universe as God created it,  

but in some form adapted to the need  

the Son of God believes he has.  

Corrected error is the error's end. 

And thus has God protected still His Son, even in error. 

T-25.III.4:1-3 

 

Mystical experience is the mirror image of paranoia: 

it sees the universe as a conspiracy organized for my benefit. 

American Doctor, Andrew Weil (1942-present) 

 

A conspiracy is a surreptitious plan arising out of fear intent 

upon the destruction of someone or something. God’s Plan for 

Salvation is open and available to all. Nothing is hidden except for 

what “we keep hidden from ourselves.” God’s plan is “seen” -- that 

is, “known” to those who have eyes to see and ears to hear. 

Following God’s plan is the most direct and joyous way there is 
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back Home to Heaven -- a place, which according to the mystics, 

we never left. On five different occasions, the Course refers to the 

Holy Spirit as the Communication Link. As in: 

 

Remember that the Holy Spirit is the Communication Link  

between God the Father and His separated Sons. 

If you will listen to His Voice you will know  

that you cannot either hurt or be hurt, and that many need your 

blessing to help them hear this for themselves. 

T-6.I.19:1-2 

 

Every second of every moment of every day we are at choice and 

we know it. We know when the ego is prodding us to make some 

judgment --- it is almost constant. And we also know when we are 

being encouraged to be kind. Being kind feels great -- being angry, 

judgmental, and attacking makes us blind and in that blindness, we feel 

depressed.  

 

There is another purpose in the world that error made,  

because it has another Maker Who can reconcile  

its goal with His Creator's purpose. 

In His perception of the world, nothing is seen  

but justifies forgiveness and the sight of perfect sinlessness. 

Nothing arises but is met with instant and complete forgiveness. 

Nothing remains an instant, to obscure the sinlessness that shines 

unchanged, beyond the pitiful attempts of specialness to put it out of 

mind, where it must be, and light the body up instead of it. 

The lamps of Heaven are not for mind to choose 

 to see them where it will. 

T-25.III.5:1-5  

 

Everyone here has entered darkness,  

yet no one has entered it alone.  

(When we enter into darkness, we take with us all those whom we 

would judge and/or condemn.) 

Nor need he stay more than an instant. 

For he has come with Heaven's Help within him, 
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ready to lead him out of darkness into light at any time.  

The time he chooses can be any time,  

for help is there, awaiting but his choice. 

T-25.III.6:1-8 

 

This again is why we are always at choice. We know we are at 

choice and we know which kind of choice we are making.  

 

 And when he chooses to avail himself of what is given him,  

then will he see each situation that he thought before was means 

to justify his anger turned to an event which justifies his love.  

He will hear plainly that the calls to war he heard before  

are really calls to peace. 

He will perceive that where he gave attack is but another altar 

where he can, with equal ease and far more happiness, bestow 

forgiveness. And he will reinterpret all temptation  

as just another chance to bring him joy. 

T-25.III.6:6-8 

 

How can a misperception be a sin?  

Let all your brother's errors be to you nothing except a chance for 

you to see the workings of the Helper given you to see the world He 

made instead of yours.  

What, then, “is” justified? What do you want?  

For these two questions are the same. 

And when you see them as the same, your choice is made. 

For it is seeing them as one that brings release  

from the belief there are two ways to see. 

This world has much to offer to your peace,  

and many chances to extend your own forgiveness.  

 

 Such its purpose is, to those who want to see peace and forgiveness 

descend on them, and offer them the light. 

T-25.III.7:1-9 
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The Maker of the world of gentleness has perfect power  

to offset the world of violence and hate that seems to stand  

between you and His gentleness.  

T-25.III.8:1-2 

 

The Maker of the world of gentleness is obviously not the maker of 

this world -- for this world is far from gentle.  

 

It is not there in His forgiving eyes.  

And therefore it need not be there in yours.  

Sin is the fixed belief perception cannot change.  

What has been damned is damned and damned forever,  

being forever unforgivable.  

 

According to traditional Christian theology, “the” unforgivable sin 

is blaspheming against God -- but God does not have an ego and no 

matter how much any child of God may ever reject God, God waits in 

patience know it is only a matter of time before everyone does awaken 

and remembers the Source of all Life.  

 

The Son of God could never sin,  

but he can wish for what would hurt him.  

And he has the power to think he can be hurt.  

What could this be except a misperception of himself? 

Is this a sin or a mistake, forgivable or not?  

Does he need help or condemnation?  
T-25.III.9:1-6 

 

IV. The Light You Bring 

 

Minds that are joined and recognize they are, can feel no guilt.  

T-25.IV.1:1 

 

Minds that are joined recognize that they can feel no guilt because 

they have nothing to hide. I want to watch out “where” I find guilt. 

There have been some classic examples of those so full of guilt it 
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overflowed. The greater the degree of guilt there is, the more the 

hiding, the greater the loneliness and despair. 

 

Love wishes to be known, completely understood and shared. 

It has no secrets; nothing that it would keep apart and hide. 

It walks in sunlight, open-eyed and calm, in smiling welcome 

and in sincerity so simple and so obvious it cannot be 

misunderstood. 

T-20.VI.2:5-7 

 

Perception's basic law could thus be said,  

"You will rejoice at what you see because you see it to rejoice."  

 

And while you think that suffering and sin will bring you joy,  

so long will they be there for you to see.  

Nothing is harmful or beneficent apart from what you wish. 

T-25.IV.2:1-3 

 

You maker of a world that is not so,  

take rest and comfort in another world where peace abides.  
T-25.IV.3:1-1 

  

Would you not do this for the Love of God?  And for “yourself?” 

 For think what it would do for you.  

Your "evil" thoughts that haunt you now will seem increasingly 

remote and far away from you.  

(Here is some really good news) 

 

V. The State of Sinlessness 

 

Attack and sin are bound as one illusion, 

each the cause and aim and justifier of the other.  

Each is meaningless alone, 

but seems to draw a meaning from the other.  

T-25.V.1:1-4 

 



18 

 

After reading the above passage and then having heard a 

presidential candidate say we should utterly destroy people with carpet 

bombing them into oblivion.  I wrote the following poem: 

  

But first, a quote from and 13th Century Dutch female mystic named 

Hadewijch, It is written in the code of love. He who strikes the blow 

is himself struck down. 
 

Sin and attack go fist in hand. 

Across a dry an arid land. 

 

Attack and sin are “tit for tat,”  

or so it is a “this for a that.”  

 

You have sinned but I can straighten you out. 

And so we throw insults about. 

 

I know so clearly where the fault does lie. 

-- and the solution is that you must die. 

 

Your frightened ego, does not take well. 

And now we find -- we’re both in hell.  

 

So it is -- we are at war. 

To settle up an uneven score. 

 

I attack you. You attack me. 

and long we languish in a bloody sea. 

 

I lose an eye and you a tooth. 

And still we both avoid the truth. 

 

My brother has so many sins. 

That no one, no one -- every wins. 

 

Around and around and around we go 

 and where’s forgiveness? No one does know.  
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Attack makes Christ your enemy, and God along with Him.  

Must you not be afraid with "enemies" like these?  

T-25.V.2:1-2 

 

God’s Love is always immediately available. The purpose of attack 

is to keep Love away. Attack says, sin is real -- not in me but it’s in 

you. My attacking you underscores the unconscious belief that I am 

sinful.  

 

The real terror is not out there -- it’s in me. As long as I am acting 

“terribly.” I tear (cry) and therefore tear apart my world and that of 

others as well. The word “tear,” as water in the eye comes from the old 

English to “tear,” to rip apart or destroy. 

 

Your picture of the world can only mirror what is within. 

W-73.5:1 

 

Projection makes perception. Perception is a mirror. Standing in 

front of a mirror we call “the world,” we create whatever we want to 

see. What do you see? Do you like what you see? Better yet, do you 

love what you see? Or would you call for “hostilities.”  

 

One of the 86 year-old subscriber’s to Miracles magazine recently 

said, “How wonderful to think. As an alternative of projecting my fears 

on to the world, I can extend love instead.” 

 

This is profound depth psychology of which Freud, Jung, and 

William James were all aware. “The t(error) is inside of me.”  

 

And must you not be fearful of yourself?  

For you have hurt yourself, and made your Self your "enemy."  

And now you must believe you are not you, but something alien to 

yourself and "something else," a "something"  

to be feared instead of loved.  

T-25.V.2:3-5 
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When we say something like “I’m just not myself today.” Or, “I’m 

out of sorts,” then, in truth, we are not our Self and then truly we are 

attempting to be something other than what we really are.  

 

Who would attack whatever he perceives as wholly innocent? 

And who, “because” he wishes to attack, can fail to think he must 

be guilty to maintain the wish, while wanting innocence? 

It is essential to realize that  

all defenses “do” what they would defend. 

T-17.IV.7:1 

 

The Guilt/Attack Cycle 

 

We think that judgment keeps guilt away. I only need a defense 

when I am not at peace. When I am not at peace, I make judgments. 

Peace is a place of perfect judgment. The purpose of time is to "give 

you time" to achieve perfect judgment. When all we see is what we see 

in love, then we will achieved perfect judgment -- seeing through the 

eyes of Christ.  

 

Helen, Bill, and Ken were all psychologists. They understood “in 

depth” the nature of what we call the “psyche.” At the time I came to 

the Course, I was doing doctoral work at General Theological 

Seminary in NYC under the guidance of Jungian Therapist, Dr. John 

Johnson, Jr. Helen, Bill, and Ken -- had studied in-depth how the 

human mind works. They were all knowledgeable of Freud. At the 

time I came to the Course, I was more interested in Jung than Freud. 

One of Jung’s concepts for which I have the greatest respect is his 

ideas concerning the “Psyche.” The psyche is a “larger term,” 

encompassing all of our unconscious or subconscious material and the 

ego, which until we awaken back in God, we do not see as non-

existing. The Psyche is then all of awareness. It includes the soul -- or 

better, it is Spirit which is actually a “larger” word than soul. The soul 

is often thought of in individualistic terms as in “poor soul,” or “sad 

soul.” Of course, “the” Soul cannot be poor or sad so all “personality” 

qualities are set aside when we begin to speak of Spirit.  
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If Carl Jung were alive today, I think he would have an appreciation 

of our knowledge of the DNA molecule. He would have loved the 

detail we’ve been able to go to with the consistent development of 

more refined knowledge through science. It would have confirmed so 

much of what he was saying -- how Life is handed down to us in every 

way even within the tiniest aspects of the world of mind and body. 

 

In the Course, the Holy Spirit is referred to as he. Use she if it 

makes you more comfortable or call “it” it. We only have the two 

choices. Someone tried to combine “he,” “she,” and “it” and just 

turned into – well, you know. It truly does not matter. Words always 

fail us. In the Course, the “Holy Spirit” is the mechanism of miracles.  

 

The function of the Holy Spirit is to help us. The way he does this is 

by showing us God’s creations while at the same time we become 

more and more aware of our own illusions. Becoming more aware of 

our own illusions is the task of depth psychology. 

 

Depth psychology takes both the conscious and the unconscious 

mind into account. Freud used the term psyche to refer to a 

topographical view of the mind in terms of different psychic systems. 

Under the leadership of pioneers like William James and Carl Jung, the 

“Psyche” is that which includes both the conscious and the 

unconscious aspects of our being.  

 

It is not Christ you see by looking thus.  

It is the "enemy," confused with Christ, you look upon. 

And hate because there is no sin in him for you to see. 

Nor do you hear his plaintive call, unchanged in content in 

whatever form the call is made, that you unite with him,  

and join with him in innocence and peace.  

T-25.V.1-4 

 

Teaching is best done by example. Every time we attack -- under 

this attack there remains a call for love which says, “Please show me 

that I am wrong.” Let me see there is another way of choosing.  
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And yet, beneath the ego's senseless shrieks, such is the call that 

God has given him, that you might hear in him His Call to you,  

and answer by returning unto God what is His Own. 

T-25.V.3:1-5 

 

The voice of specialness is always trying to drown out the call for 

love. We are so adapted to the ego and its attack that we can’t turn to 

an alternative – namely, love.  

 

The Son of God asks only this of you;  

that you return to him what is his due,  

that you may share in it with him.  

T-25.V.4:1 

 

It is no sacrifice that he be saved, 

 for by his freedom will you gain your own.  

To let his function be fulfilled is but the means to let yours be.  

And so you walk toward Heaven or toward hell, but not alone.  

T-24.V.5:1-3 

 

We walk toward Heaven or hell, in celebration of the love we share 

or in our enmity and hatred, and a superior air. 

 

I was reading the above passage at the same time the most recent 

terrorist attack was happening in San Bernardino. 

 

How beautiful his sinlessness will be when you perceive it!  

And how great will be your joy, when he is free to offer you 

 the gift of sight God gave to him for you! 

He has no need but this;  

that you allow him freedom to complete the task God gave to him. 

Remembering but this; that what he does you do, along with him. 

And as you see him, so do you define the function he will have for 

you, until you see him differently  

and let him be what God appointed that he be to you. 

T-25.V.5:1-8 
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In your brother you see the picture of your own belief  

in what the Will of God must be for you.  

In your forgiveness will you understand His Love for you; through 

your attack believe He hates you, thinking Heaven must be hell.  

Look once again upon your brother, not without the understanding 

that he is the way to Heaven or to hell, as you perceive him.  

But forget not this; the role you give to him is given you,  

and you will walk the way you pointed out to him  

because it is your judgment on yourself. 

T-25.V.6:1-6 

 

VI. The Special Function 

 

The grace of God rests gently on forgiving eyes,  

and everything they look on speaks of Him to the beholder.  

He can see no evil; nothing in the world to fear,  

and no one who is different from himself.  

And as he loves them,  

so he looks upon himself with love and gentleness.  

T-25.VI.1:1-3 

 

God does not punish sin, He knows not sin. 

Be not an arbiter of vengeance or a punisher of sin. 

 

Eyes become used to darkness,  

and the light of brilliant day seems painful to the eyes  

grown long accustomed to the dim effects perceived at twilight.  

And they turn away from sunlight  

and the clarity it brings to what they look upon.  

Dimness seems better; easier to see, and better recognized.  

Somehow the vague and more obscure seems easier to look upon;  

less painful to the eyes 

 than what is wholly clear and unambiguous.  

Yet this is not what eyes are for, and who can say that he prefers 

 the darkness and maintain he wants to see? 

T-25.VI.2. 

 



24 

 

Jesus is talking about the dimness of the ego’s sight. We only see 

what we want to see. We only see “shadows” of guilt cast on to others. 

We say we want to learn the Course but we don’t want to give up our 

specialness -- so in this sense, we do not want to learn to Course. We 

are so “used” to seeing and thinking in line with guilt, fear, and attack 

that we “almost” know no other way to live.  

 

The wish to see calls down the grace of God upon your eyes,  

and brings the gift of light that makes sight possible.  

Would you behold your brother?  

God is glad to have you look on him 

He does not will your savior be unrecognized by you.  

Nor does He will that he remain without the function that He gave 

to him. Let him no more be lonely,  

 

for the lonely ones are those who see no function in the world for 

them to fill; no place where they are needed, and no aim which only 

they can perfectly fulfill. 

T-25.VI.4. 

 

Salvation is no more than a reminder this world is not your home.  

Its laws are not imposed on you, its values are not yours.  

And nothing that you think you see in it is really there at all.  

This is seen and understood as each one takes his part  

in its undoing, as he did in making it.  

T-25.6:1-4 

 

We made up this insane world and we can undo it the same way we 

made it up with our minds. Just as there was a “mad” science behind 

the making of the ego, so is there a sane science that stands behind the 

truth of Heaven. The way of God (GPS) is a path of reasonableness. 

 

The specialness he chose to hurt himself 

 did God appoint to be the means for his salvation.  

T-25.6:1-4 
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Let’s look at this sentence in terms of smoking. Smoking is one 

example of a form of “specialness” we choose which we know hurts 

the body -- our tool for working in this world. Yet in everything, there 

also lies our salvation.  

 

from the very instant that the choice was made.  

His special sin was made his special grace. 

His special hate became his special love. 

T-25.VI.6:1-8. 

 

 Do we have any idea how precious those who we hate? 

The Holy Spirit needs your special function,  

that His may be fulfilled. 

 Think not you lack a special value here. 

You wanted it, and it is given you.  

 

All that you made can serve salvation easily and well.  

The Son of God can make no choice the Holy Spirit cannot employ  

on his behalf, and not against himself.  

Only in darkness does your specialness appear to be attack. 

T-25.VI.7:1-6  

 

VII. The Rock of Salvation 

 

Yet if the Holy Spirit can commute each sentence that you laid  

upon yourself into a blessing, then it cannot be a sin.  

 

It is we, ourselves, who label us as sinners. We did not realize that 

we were simply giving ourselves lessons. The Holy Spirit has a way of 

reversing everything and turning each mistake into a lesson and each 

lesson into a blessing. Who we are in truth cannot sin. Sin can only 

occur within the context of a nightmarish dream. 

 

Sin is the only thing in all the world that cannot change. 

It is immutable.  

And on its changelessness the world depends.  
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The magic of the world can seem to hide the pain of sin from 

sinners, and deceive with glitter and with guile.  

T-15.VII.1:2-3 

 

Learning is necessary in this world. It is through the process of 

learning the truth of our nature that all is finally revealed to us. There 

is no learning in Heaven where only perfect knowing is. Sin is 

inadmissible in Heaven and Heaven is the only reality there is. Sin can, 

thus, exist only in a nightmarish dream and dreams are not reality. 

 

The world is a place in which we hide out in sin and see it in 

everyone except ourselves. This is the reversal in thinking the Course 

is asking us to make. To say that something is immutable means it is 

unassailable, indisputable, and absolute. Heaven is unchangeable. If 

there is no sin then there is no me as a separated being. The ego cannot 

know God but it can “play” God. Just like God, the ego says it can also 

create something which does not change. Simply put, “you are forever 

a sinner.” Sin never changes within the ego thought-system. Within the 

world, sin must remain for only here does it find a home. Sin must 

exist in time as it cannot exist in Heaven. Eternity knows not the 

meaning of sin. Its only purpose here is to help us transform sin into 

non-reality. 

 

The annual Course in Miracles Conference is going to be held in 

(Sin City) Las Vegas, NV, in 2016. Las Vegas would, it seem, be the 

symbol of glitter and guile. Las Vegas is all about the outside. We need 

only remember that Las Vegas is but glitter and guile and in no way 

the Home of Eternity.  

 

Yet each one knows the cost of sin is death. And so it is.  

 

The cost of sin is death -- not of the soul but of the sin itself. The 

only thing which can die is something which was never real and sin 

now and forever contains no reality. Sin means I must be killed 

because I first killed and so I project my perceived sin onto the world.  
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For sin is a request for death, a wish to make this world's 

foundation sure as love, dependable as Heaven,  

and as strong as God Himself.  

The world is safe from love to everyone who thinks sin possible.  

Nor will it change. Yet is it possible what God created not should 

share the attributes of His creation, when it opposes it in every way? 

T-25.VII.1:1-11 

 

There are lots of shows out there on possible scenarios for the end of 

the world. One evening I watched a show on possible ways in which 

the universe might end. All of them mean nothing insofar as Heaven is 

concerned. Heaven cannot be destroyed and is safe forever from the 

ego’s eyes. Heaven being Eternal cannot be destroyed.   

 

To think that sin is possible is to be driven out of my mind. Then it 

is, I believe, that I am a body and I cannot choose love. Thus, my ego 

is ever changeless and safe from love. I heard a cosmologist say on 

television one evening that there is no such thing as eternity and I 

thought that that was true insofar as she is talking about the physical 

universe which is by necessity filled with change. God’s Love which is 

not material, however, must be forever one and, thus, incapable of 

destruction. How can you destroy that which has no form? Thus, we 

need never fear the end of the earth or the end of the Universe for what 

is changeless cannot end.  

 

If you could realize nothing is changeless but the Will of God,  

this course would not be difficult for you. 

For it is this that you do not believe.  

Yet there is nothing else you could believe,  

if you but looked at what it really is. 

T-25.VII.2:8-10  

 

Again, the Course places an importance on looking -- “If you but 

looked.” This world is a difficult place precisely because it is a place 

where change can occur. We believe we can change the Will of God to 

the will of the ego. This Course is difficult because it asks us to look at 

the decision we made back at the beginning of time -- the decision to 
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be separate from God. It is an impossible thought but it looks like a 

change we have indeed made. The Will of God is changeless precisely 

because it is not a part of time.  

 

Let us go back to what we said before, 

 and think of it more carefully.  

It must be so that either God is mad,  

or is this world a place of madness.  

Not one Thought of His makes any sense at all within this world.  

And nothing that the world believes as true  

has any meaning in His Mind at all.  

What makes no sense and has no meaning is insanity.  

And what is madness cannot be the truth. 

 If one belief so deeply valued here were true,  

then every Thought God ever had is an illusion.  

 

And if but one Thought of His is true,  

then all beliefs the world gives any meaning to are false,  

and make no sense at all.  

 

The Course is absolutely uncompromising. Either God is real, Love 

is real, Heaven is real, or there is nothing at all -- there simply is not 

and can in no way be a Hell. An opposite to God despite all the 

appearances in this world -- simply does not exist. 

  

This is the choice you make. 

Do not attempt to see it differently,  

nor twist it into something it is not. 

For only this decision can you make. 

The rest is up to God, and not to you. 

T-25.VII.3:1-12  

 

Sin is not real “because” the Father and the Son are not insane.  

This world is meaningless “because” it rests on sin.  

Who could create the changeless if it does not rest on truth? 

T-25.VII.4:1-10 
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It “would” be madness to entrust salvation to the insane.  

Because He is not mad has God appointed One as sane as He to 

raise a saner world to meet the sight of everyone  

who chose insanity as his salvation.  

To this One is given the choice of form most suitable to him;  

one which will not attack the world he sees,  

but enter into it in quietness and show him he is mad.  

This One but points to an alternative, another way of looking at 

what he has seen before, and recognizes as the world in which he lives, 

and thought he understood before. 

T-25.VII.8:1-4 

 

Accept the function that has been assigned to you in God's Own 

plan to show His Son that hell and Heaven are different,  

not the same.  

And that in Heaven “They” are all the same,  
without the differences which would have made a hell of Heaven  

and a heaven of hell, had such insanity been possible. 

T-25.VII.10:1-6  

 

VIII. Justice Returned to Love 

 

There is a kind of justice in salvation  

of which the world knows nothing.  

To the world, justice and vengeance are the same, 

 for sinners see justice only as their punishment,  

perhaps sustained by someone else, but not escaped.  

The laws of sin demand a victim.  

Who it may be makes little difference.  

But death must be the cost and must be paid.  

This is not justice, but insanity.  

Yet how could justice be defined without insanity where love 

means hate, and death is seen as victory and triumph over eternity 

and timelessness and life? 

T-25.VIII.3:1-7 
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Justice, according to the ego, is that sinners are punished for their 

sins. The punishment of “evil-doers” is the world’s version of justice. I 

may project my sin on to you but the sin remains in me.  

 

Justice demands no sacrifice,  

for any sacrifice is made that sin may be preserved and kept.  

It is a payment offered for the cost of sin, but not the total cost.  

The rest is taken from another, to be laid beside your little 

payment, to "atone" for all that you would keep, and not give up.  

So is the victim seen as partly you, 

 with someone else by far the greater part.  

 

And in the total cost, the greater his the less is yours.  

And justice, being blind, is satisfied by being paid,  

it matters not by whom. 

T-25.VIII.4:5-10 

 

In this world, we hastily seek to rid ourselves of sin by blaming 

others. In our magical, insane thought system, we believe that others 

will be punished instead of us. Justice for the ego means finding all the 

evil-doers in the world so I emerge innocent and sinless.  

 

It is extremely hard for those who still believe sin meaningful 

to understand the Holy Spirit's justice.  

They must believe He shares their own confusion, and cannot 

avoid the vengeance that their own belief in justice must entail.  

And so they fear the Holy Spirit 

and perceive the "wrath" of God in Him. 

Nor can they trust Him not to strike them dead with lightning bolts 

torn from the "fires" of Heaven by God's Own angry Hand.  

They “do” believe that Heaven is hell, and “are” afraid of love.  

And deep suspicion and the chill of fear comes over them when 

they are told that they have never sinned.  

Their world depends on sin's stability.  

And they perceive the "threat" of what God knows as justice to be 

more destructive to themselves and to their world than vengeance, 

which they understand and love. 
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T-25.VIII.6:1-8  

 

This is a very heavy passage. What we are seeing here is not the real 

God but our projection of God made in our own image and likeness. It 

is describing the God of the Old Testament but it is also describing our 

attitude even today.  

 

So do they think the loss of sin a curse.  

And flee the Holy Spirit as if He were a messenger from hell,  

sent from above, in treachery and guile, to work God's vengeance 

on them in the guise of a deliverer and friend.  

What could He be to them except a devil,  

dressed to deceive within an angel's cloak?  

And what escape has He for them  

except a door to hell that seems to look like Heaven's gate? 

T-25.VIII.7:1-4 

 

According to the ego-system of justice -- someone wins -- someone 

loses -- not so in God’s Kingdom.  

 

Benediction 

 

In you is all of Heaven. Every leaf that falls is given life in you.  

Each bird that ever sang will sing again in you. And every flower 

that ever bloomed has saved its perfume and its loveliness for you. 

What aim can supersede the Will of God and of His Son,  

that Heaven be restored to him  

for whom it was created as his only home?  

Nothing before and nothing after it. 

No other place; no other state nor time.  

Nothing beyond nor nearer. Nothing else. In any form.  

This can you bring to all the world, and all the thoughts that 

entered it and were mistaken for a little while.  

How better could your own mistakes be brought to truth than by 

your willingness to bring the light of Heaven with you,  

as you walk beyond the world of darkness into light? 

T-25.IV.5:1-12 


