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Chapter 21 

Reason and Perception 
 

Chapter 21 includes an extensive discussion of the power of the 

mind and of the importance of our being responsible for our thoughts. 

It we are responsible for our thoughts, we’ll also be responsible for 

our words and deeds.  

The major question in this chapter is where do we put our faith? 

Do we place it with the ego, which is really faithlessness? 

Faithlessness means saying, “Thank you very much God, I would 

rather do it myself. Faithlessness always runs us into the ditch.  

Ones hubris always becomes one nemesis.  

If we place our faith in the Holy Spirit as a guide, we happily 

find our way Home. In Chapter 20, we saw an emphasis on the 

difference between Vision and Judgment. Now in Chapter 21, we’ll 

see a discussion on the difference between Perception and 

Knowledge -- Reason and or Insanity.  

Reason is right-mindedness. Insanity is wrong-mindedness.  

 

The following first paragraph is probably the one I quote the 

most from the whole Course. The first sentence appears twice in the 

Course. We encountered it already in Chapter 13.   

 

Introduction 

Projection makes perception.   

The world you see is what you gave it,  

nothing more than that.  

 But though it is no more than that, it is not less.  

 Therefore, to you it is important.   

It is the witness to your state of mind,  

the outside picture of an inward condition.   

T-21.in.1:1-5 

 

Our Agathokakological Minds 

That’s aga-tho-ka-ko-logical 

I have a subscription to Webster’s Dictionary word of the day 

where each morning you get a new vocabulary word in your email.  

Along with the word of the day, they sometimes list other “fun 

words,” like bumfuzzeled, meaning confused or flapdoodle meaning 
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nonsense. Or, they may give you a word you can use to win at 

scrabble, etc. Sometimes just for fun, they will throw in a jaw-

breaking, oversized word. Two of the fun oversized words were 

contrasuggestible, where we respond to a suggestion by doing or 

believing the contrary. Adolescence are noted for doing just the 

contrary of what they are told. Another good one is the 18 letter 

Contraremonstrance, meaning a remonstrance to a remonstrance. As 

in, “I protest your protesting.”  

 

One day one of the oversized words was agathokokalogical.  

It’s 17 letters long and means having a split or divided mind; a 

mixed mind, good and bad as in the song lyrics, “I love you. I hate 

you.” It is made up of the Greek root agath (good), koka (a variant of 

cac, meaning bad) and logical the adjectival suffix based on logos 

meaning word. 

 

It could be said that according to the Course we all have 

agathokokalogical minds. We are all schizophrenics, that is, we all 

experience the coexistence in our minds of contradictory thoughts. 

The Course describes this as right and wrong-mindedness.  

Right-mindedness is the part of our mind that contains the Holy 

Spirit or the Voice for God -- the Voice of reason. 

Wrong-mindedness listens to the voice of the ego. This voice is 

insane. It is the intention of the Course, through the practice of the 

Workbook lessons, to get us back to the use of our right-mind. The 

mind that “thinks” in alignment with the Mind of God. 

 

We see a world filled with sin and wrongdoing (that is the 

judgment we throw on to the world) or we see a world in which 

Heaven is reflected here. One of the main points that Ken Wapnick 

stressed again and again was the importance of the power of choice or 

decision-making. We are, each of us, at each instant of every day 

given a choice as to which voice we will listen to. 

 

The temptation, which the ego gives way to, is to project, that is, 

to find fault with the world. We are at each moment either seeing 

problems or we are offering our blessing to the world. For many 

folks, this judgment is so ingrained, and innate that there is not even 

an awareness of how much it is being used. In the hands of the ego, 

the temptation to judge is great. If we are honest, however, we know 

which voice dominates our decision-making.  
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Wrong-minded thinking demonstrates our insanity, just as right-

minded thinking brings us to sanity. Let’s go back and repeat for 

emphasis the passage from the Course above and add the next 

sentence. 

 

Projection makes perception.   

The world you see is what you gave it,  

nothing more than that.  

 But though it is no more than that, it is not less.  

 Therefore, to you it is important.   

It is the witness to your state of mind,  

the outside picture of an inward condition.   

As a man thinketh, so does he perceive. 

T-21.in.1:1-6  

 

The last line “As a man thinketh, so does he perceive” comes 

straight from Proverbs 23:7, “As a man thinketh in his heart, so is 

he.” Jesus repeats the idea in the Gospels in Matthew 9:4 when he 

asks, “Why do you think evil thoughts?” We have a line from tthe 

Old the Old Testament, the New Testament, and from the Course.  

 

Therefore, seek not to change the world, 

but choose to change your mind about the world. 

T-21.in.1:7 

 

A Revolution in Thinking 

This may be one of the most often quoted lines in the Course. It 

is also one of the most difficult principles to apply. This is so 

important in understanding the Course.  

Do not try to change the world -- period.  

It is tough enough to change our way of seeing.  

Changing our way of seeing, changes everything.  

The whole Course weighs on this. We’re looking to give up on 

insanity, to let go of judgment which is blinding, simply because 

projecting our judgment on to the world keeps us from seeing.  

 

When we come to peace, we bring peace to the world in a very 

subtle way. The only thing we can change is our own minds. If we 

change our mind, that changes everything.  
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There is no world apart from what you wish,  

and herein lies your ultimate release. 

 Change but your mind on what you want to see,  

and all the world must change accordingly. 

W-132.5:1-2 

 

What happens when a dream ends and we awaken? Where is the 

reality of what we thought was real? What if you were not here in the 

world? What if the world was not available for you to see? Let’s say 

you are in Heaven. Would Heaven then not be reality -- the thing that 

fills your vision? From that vantage point, would you not be at peace 

and would not this whole world seem like a dream that ended long 

ago? 

 

For we but see the journey from the point at which it ended,  

looking back on it, imagining we make it once again;  

reviewing mentally what has gone by. 

W-158.4:5 

 

If I awake in Heaven, where then is the story of my earthly life? 

Is it not then a dream? I think of the story of my father’s life. He had 

a good life for a time. We had a beautiful 1950s farm and he loved 

my mother and his children. Already in his late fifties he developed, 

however, early-onset Alzheimer’s. The story ended and he died 

young.  

 

Changing the content of a dream, does not stop dreaming. If 

there is no world, what world are we trying to change? Changing my 

mind has a definite affect on my immediate environment.  

 

Saying there is no world does not mean that I do not do good 

things in the world, extend love wherever I can, give my time to listen 

to folks who are hurting, give money to people in need and causes I 

believe in, etc. As St. Paul says in Corinthians, “If I have not love, I 

am nothing.” In the same way in the Course, if I have not changed my 

mind about the world – if I see it is as hostile and I continue to project 

on to it, I have changed nothing.  

 

One of our main tasks, benefits, and blessing in doing ACIM is that it 

helps us to ENLARGE OUR PERCEPTION so we can achieve 

REAL VISION.  
This is the best way we can use our bodies.  
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Real Vision has nothing to do with the body’s eyes. It’s the Vision 

which is given to the Mind. Again as ACIM says,  

 

Corrective learning always begins with the awakening of spirit, 

and the turning away from the belief in physical sight. 

T-2.V.7:1 
 

Child of God, you were created to create the good, 

the beautiful and the holy. Do not forget this. 

The Love of God, for a little while, must still be expressed 

 through one body to another, because vision is still so dim. 

You can use your body best to help you enlarge your perception so 

you can achieve real vision, of which the physical eye is incapable. 

Learning to do this is the body's only true usefulness. 

T-1.VII.2:1-5 

 

Have you not wondered what the world is really like;  

how it would look through happy eyes? 

The world you see is but a judgment on yourself. 

It is not there at all.  

 

Yet judgment lays a sentence on it,  

justifies it and makes it real. 

Such is the world you see;  

a judgment on yourself,  

and made by you. 

T-20.III.5:1-5 

 

Real Vision -- Seeing the Real World 

The Course is trying to help us come to a wholly new Vision. 

Indeed, it is trying to help us reach “Real Vision.” Real Vision does 

not depend upon the body’s eyes. If I can see through the eyes of 

Christ then only the real world exists. Only the real world can be 

seen. Then the illusory world, which I would judge, is changed 

forever for it is seen as the illusion that it is. It is not bad. It simply is 

not real.  

Only Heaven is real and this world is a dream. 

 

The Song of Heaven 

Seeing though the eyes of Christ means seeing our brothers 

sinless. There is a challenge for you. The eyes of Christ look past 

time, and sees eternity instead. Christ,  
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. . . hears the sounds the senseless,  

busy world engenders, yet He hears them faintly. 

For beyond them all He hears the song of Heaven, 

and the Voice for God more clear, more meaningful, more near. 

W-164.1:5-6 

 

The eyes of Christ see perfectly; and therefore, judges perfectly. 

In perfect judgment a world unfolds in innocence before our eyes. 

This is truly a mystical experience. It is also the only natural way to 

be. As we look beyond mistakes and see a wholly sinless world, then 

it is that in seeing only love, the eyes of Christ are ours as well. The 

Love of Christ then is all we feel. This becomes the only thing we see 

reflected in the world and in ourselves. (W-181.8:). 

 

Perception is a result and not a cause. 
And that is why order of difficulty in miracles is meaningless. 

Everything looked upon with vision is healed and holy. 

Nothing perceived without it means anything. 

And where there is no meaning, there is chaos. 

T-21.in.1:1-12 

 

Damnation is your judgment on yourself,  

and this you will project upon the world.   

See it as damned,  

and all you see is what you did to hurt the Son of God.  

 If you behold disaster and catastrophe, you tried to crucify him. 

  If you see holiness and hope, you joined the Will of God to set him 

free.  There is no choice that lies between these two decisions.  

 And you will see the witness to the choice you made,  

and learn from this to recognize which one you chose.  

 The world you see but shows you how much joy you have allowed 

yourself to see in you, and to accept as yours.  

 And, if this “is” its meaning, 

 then the power to give it joy must lie within you. 

T-21.in.2:1-8 
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II. The Responsibility for Sight 
 

We have repeated how little is asked of you to learn this course.  

 It is the same small willingness you need to have your whole 

relationship transformed to joy; the little gift you offer  

to the Holy Spirit for which He gives you everything;  

the very little on which salvation rests;  the tiny change of mind  

by which the crucifixion is changed to resurrection.   

And being true, it is so simple  

that it cannot fail to be completely understood.  

 Rejected yes, but not ambiguous.   

And if you choose against it now it will not be because it is obscure,  

but rather that this little cost seemed,  

in your judgment, to be too much to pay for peace.  

T-21.II.1:1-5 

 

This is the only thing that you need do for vision, happiness, release 

from pain and the complete escape from sin, all to be given you.   

Say only this, but mean it with no reservations,  

for here the power of salvation lies: 

 

I am responsible for what I see. 

I choose the feelings I experience, 

 and I decide upon the goal I would achieve. 

And everything that seems to happen to me I ask for,  

and receive as I have asked. 

 

This is an amazing part of the Course, and another part I quote 

most often. Jesus puts it so simply, “We cannot fail to hear it and 

even understand it.” The problem becomes one of our willingness 

to do what Jesus is asking us to do. The emphasis in the paragraph 

above is not so much on what is seen as it is on “how” it is seen. It’s 

like the answer you find in one of the many, many thousands of diet 

books or articles which says, “Look if you really want to lose weight 

just do this.” The truth is, most of the program works. The only 

problem is that you have to do what the program is asking you to do. 

If you “do it,” It will work.  

 

Think you can, think you can’t, either way, you’re right. 

Henry Ford (1863-1947) 
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We are responsible for what we see. Does what we see make us 

happy? Sight is a choice. I can see holiness and hope, join with the 

Will of God, and be set free. Or, I can see disaster and catastrophe 

and suffer because of what I see. 

 

Does what I see bring me peace or does it bring me anxiety and 

conflict? Am I seeing love or hate? Whatever decision I make 

establishes the world I will see. We are all responsible for the way we 

see the universe. No one can “make us” feel anything. Do we receive 

peace when we look out on the world or are we conflicted when we 

look out upon the world? Whatever we experience is, believe it or 

not, what we want. The world the holy visualize is beautiful. 

 

Lesson 31 from the Course, “I am not a victim of the world I 

see” is a very important lesson – because so often we want to be in 

pain. We want to be conflicted because then this means that there is 

someone else we can blame for the difficulties we experience in the 

world.  

 

Deceive yourself no longer  

that you are helpless in the face of what is done to you.   

Acknowledge but that you have been mistaken,  

and all effects of your mistakes will disappear. 

 T-21.II.2:1-7 

 

We are totally responsible for whatever we are feeling – all the 

time. On two different occasions the Course refers to the ego as “the 

great deceiver.” The great deceiver would teach us that we are 

helplessly subject to forces beyond our control and our happiness is 

dependent upon externals -- how other people treat us for example. 

Happiness is not dependent upon anything external.  

 

It is impossible the Son of God  

be merely driven by events outside of him.   

It is impossible that happenings that come to him  

were not his choice.   

His power of decision is the determiner of every situation  

in which he seems to find himself by chance or accident.   

 

I may not be responsible for what you do to me but I am 

responsible for how I respond to what happens to me and whether I 
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attack back – or try to take my perception to a yet deeper level. 

EVERYTHING is based on how I perceive it. 

  

No accident nor chance is possible within the universe as God 

created it, outside of which is nothing.   

Suffer, and you decided sin was your goal.  

 Be happy, and you gave the power of decision to Him  

Who must decide for God for you.  

 This is the little gift you offer to the Holy Spirit,  

and even this He gives to you to give yourself.   

For by this gift is given you the power to release your savior,  

that he may give salvation unto you.  

 T-21.II.3:1-8 

 

Yet for this, the power of your wanting must first be recognized.   

You must accept its strength, and not its weakness.  

You must perceive that what is strong enough to make a world  

can let it go, and can accept correction 

 if it is willing to see that it was wrong.  

T-21.II.4:1-10 

 

The world you see is but the idle witness that you were right.  

 This witness is insane.  

 You trained it in its testimony,  

and as it gave it back to you, you listened  

and convinced yourself that what it saw was true.  

You did this to yourself.   

See only this, and you will also see how circular the reasoning  

on which your "seeing" rests.  This was not given you.   

This was your gift to you and to your brother.   

 

The world was made just so we might think that things are done to us.  

 

Be willing, then, to have it taken from him and be replaced with truth.   

And as you look upon the change in him,  

it will be given you to see it in yourself.  

T-21.II.5:1-9 

 

All that the ego is, is an idea that it is possible that things could 

happen to the Son of God without his will; 

 and thus without the Will of his Creator,  

Whose Will cannot be separate from his own.  
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 This is the Son of God's replacement for his will, 

 a mad revolt against what must forever be.  

 This is the statement that he has the power to make God powerless 

and so to take it for himself, and leave himself without 

 what God has willed for him.   

This is the mad idea you have enshrined upon your altars,  

and which you worship.   

And anything that threatens this seems to attack your faith, 

 for here is it invested.  Think not that you are faithless, 

 for your belief and trust in this is strong indeed.  

T-21.II.6:1-9 

 

We should never think that we are powerless. The mind is the 

strongest tool in the world. The belief in powerlessness is an excuse 

for not doing what is being asked of us.  

T-21.II.7:1-8 

 

 We have already said that wishful thinking  

is how the ego deals with what it wants, to make it so.   

T-21.II.9:1 

 

If I want to think that the world is victimizing me – then by 

golly, there it is – proof that I am a victim. I know of a case where a 

woman sought to bring suit against a restaurant where upon leaving 

the restaurant she fell and badly sprained her ankle on a step. Never 

mind the fact that thousands of other people had executed that step 

without spraining their ankle. Somehow it was the restaurants fault.  

 

Faith in the unreal leads to adjustments of reality 

to make it fit the goal of madness.  

 

The goal of sin induces the perception of a fearful  

world to justify its purpose.   

What you desire, you will see.   

 

If you wish to perceive yourself as a victim just look around. 

There are plenty of stones to trip on and someone must have put that 

stone there just so I could trip on it.   

 

And if its reality is false, you will uphold it by not realizing  

all the adjustments you have introduced to make it so.  

T-21.II.9:1-6 
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When vision is denied, confusion of cause and effect becomes 

inevitable.  The purpose now becomes to keep obscure the cause of 

the effect, and make effect appear to be a cause.   
 

The strategy of the ego, the wish to obscure the truth is summed 

here up in one sentence. We think the world (other people) are 

causing us to do what we do. In truth, we are the cause of everything 

we see or experience, including those things we cannot imagine that 

we have caused – my headache for example. I did not cause it. 

 

This seeming independence of effect enables it to be regarded as 

standing by itself, and capable of serving as a cause of the events 

and feelings its maker thinks it causes.  Earlier, we spoke of your 

desire to create your own creator, and be father and not son to him.  

 This is the same desire.  The Son is the Effect, whose Cause he 

would deny.  And so he seems to “be” the cause,  

producing real effects.  

T-21.II.10:1-7 

 

It is as needful that you recognize you made the world you see,  

as that you recognize that you did not create yourself.  

“They are the same mistake.”  
 

We think we can take the place of God and create a world that 

will substitute for Heaven. 

 

III. Faith, Belief and Vision 
 

All special relationships have sin as their goal.  

 For they are bargains with reality, toward which the seeming union 

is adjusted.  Forget not this; to bargain is to set a limit,  

and any brother with whom you have a limited relationship, you hate.   

You may attempt to keep the bargain in the name of "fairness,"  

sometimes demanding payment of yourself, perhaps more often of the 

other.  Thus in the "fairness" you attempt to ease the guilt that comes 

from the accepted purpose of the relationship.  

 And that is why the Holy Spirit must change its purpose 

 to make it useful to Him and harmless to you.  

T-21.III.1:1-6 

 

Faith and belief and vision  

are the means by which the goal of holiness is reached.  
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Through them the Holy Spirit leads you to the real world,  

and away from all illusions where your faith was laid.   

This is His direction; the only one He ever sees.   

And when you wander, He reminds you there is but one.   

His faith and His belief and vision are all for you.  And when you 

have accepted them completely instead of yours,  

you will have need of them no longer.  

 For faith and vision and belief are meaningful only before the state 

of certainty is reached.  

 In Heaven they are unknown.   

Yet Heaven is reached through them.  

T-21.III.4:1-9 

 

The Holy Spirit has a use for all the means for sin by which you 

sought to find it.  But as He uses them they lead away from sin, 

 because His purpose lies in the opposite direction.  

 He sees the means you use, but not the purpose for which you made 

them.  He would not take them from you, 

 for He sees their value as a means for what He wills for you.  

 You made perception that you might choose among your brothers,  

and seek for sin with them.   

The Holy Spirit sees perception as a means to teach you that the 

vision of a holy relationship is all you ‘want’ to see.  

 Then will you give your faith to holiness, desiring and believing in 

it because of your desire. 

T-21.III.6:1-7 

 

 For all who choose to look away from sin are given vision,  

and are led to holiness.  

T-21.III.8:6 

 

Thus is the joining of mind and body  

an inescapable belief of those who value sin.   

And so is sacrifice invariably a means for limitation,  

and thus for hate. 

 T-21.III.10:6-7 
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IV. The Fear to Look Within 
 

You are indeed afraid to look within  

and see the sin you think is there.   

 

The ego’s basic fear is that we will look within and exercise the 

power of our minds to choose against the ego and for the Holy Spirit. 

The way the ego keeps us from looking within is to make us 

mindless. How can we change our minds if we don’t know that we 

have a mind? Mindlessness is being convinced that we are trapped 

within a body. The solution then is to run away, to hide out in the 

body with its many demands -- its habits, addictions, compulsions, 

needs, cravings and obsessions. When we listen to the ego, we are 

afraid to look within, fearful of what we will find there.  

 

This you would not be fearful to admit.   

Fear in association with sin the ego deems quite appropriate, 

and smiles approvingly.  

 It has no fear to let you feel ashamed.   

It doubts not your belief and faith in sin.  

T-21.IV.1:4-7 
 

Our belief and faith in sin is what the ego is about. The ego’s 

supreme friend is sin as sin is testimony to the reality of separation. 

Of course, the major place the ego looks for sin is in someone else. 

And, of course, the ego’s real fear is that if we choose for God our 

separate self will disappear – which is true. What we don’t understand 

is that below this insanity there is another Self, which far transcends 

the little self we think we are in the world.  

 

 Its temples do not shake because of this.   

Your faith that sin is there but witnesses to your desire 

 that it “be” there to see.   

This merely seems to be the source of fear.  

T-21.IV.1:1-10 

 

Remember that the ego is not alone.   

Its rule is tempered, and its unknown "enemy,"  

Whom it cannot even see, it fears.   

 

The ego’s major enemy is the Holy Spirit or God. The ego, 

however, does not “really” know about God. What it does know is 
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that the Son of God (you) have the ability to choose against the ego 

and to choose for God.  

 

Loudly the ego tells you not to look inward,  

for if you do your eyes will light on sin, 

 and God will strike you blind.   

 

In other words, the ego is afraid that if we look within, then God 

will destroy us. This is crucial in understanding the Course for it is 

the reason we have made the world and the body. This is the reason 

we are here in the world. The problem with living within the body is 

that the body is specifically designed with sensory apparatus that 

enables us though the eyes, the ears, touch, smell, and taste to be 

aware of a world that is on the outside.  

 

This you believe, and so you do not look.   

Yet this is not the ego's hidden fear, nor yours who serve it.   

Loudly indeed the ego claims it is; too loudly and too often.   

For underneath this constant shout and frantic proclamation, 

 the ego is not certain it is so.   

Beneath your fear to look within because of sin is yet another fear,  

and one which makes the ego tremble.  

T-21.IV.2:1-8 

 

What if you looked within and saw no sin?   

This "fearful" question is one the ego never asks.   

And you who ask it now are threatening the ego's whole defensive 

system too seriously for it to bother to pretend it is your friend.   

 

Ken felt that the above passage was one of the most significant 

in the Course because it explains clearly the whole business of 

leaving Heaven and coming into the world. The ego made up sin so 

we would be forced to leave the mind, which means that we are 

now mindless and it also means we do not then use the power of 

our minds to choose for God. The ego is afraid that at some point 

we will recognize that we have made up the whole world.  

 

The motivation for the making up of the world is to keep us 

mindless because, if we did not remain mindless, then we would 

truly look within and there we would discover the Kingdom of 

Heaven. What is really inside is the Atonement principle – the Home 

of God which we never left. To see the Kingdom of Heaven within is 
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to know that the ego’s thought system is all made up and not only is it 

made up, it is deadly to everyone. What happens then is that we are 

driven out of our minds into the world and a body. Once we are in a 

body in the world, we think we know better than God does. We want 

there to be a world, we want there to be a body, we want to be 

separate from God, and we try to make that work for us.    

 

Those who have joined their brothers have detached themselves from 

their belief that their identity lies in the ego.  

A holy relationship is one in which you join with what is part of you 

in truth.  And your belief in sin has been already shaken,  

nor are you now entirely unwilling to look within and see it not.  

T-21.IV.3:1-6 

 

V. The Function of Reason 
 

Perception selects, and makes the world you see.   

It literally picks it out as the mind directs.  

The laws of size and shape and brightness would hold, perhaps, 

 if other things were equal.  They are not equal.   

For what you look for you are far more likely to discover than what 

you would prefer to overlook.  

 The still, small Voice for God is not drowned out by all the ego's 

raucous screams and senseless ravings to those who want to hear It.   

Perception is a choice and not a fact.   

But on this choice depends far more than you may realize as yet.   

For on the voice you choose to hear, and on the sights you choose to 

see, depends entirely your whole belief in what you are.  

Perception is a witness but to this, and never to reality.  

Yet it can show you the conditions in which awareness of reality is 

possible, or those where it could never be.  

T-21.V.1:1-11 

 

Another way to say this is to say that perception is a choice. I am 

at each second choosing to see either with the eyes of the ego or the 

eyes of the Holy Spirit.  

 

The way I see the world is the way I see myself. 

 

Listen to what the ego says, and see what it directs you see,  

and it is sure that you will see yourself as tiny,  

vulnerable and afraid.   

You will experience depression, a sense of worthlessness,  
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and feelings of impermanence and unreality.   

You will believe that you are helpless prey to forces far beyond your 

own control, and far more powerful than you.   

And you will think the world you made directs your destiny.   

For this will be your faith.   

But never believe because it is your faith it makes reality.  

T-21.V.2:1-8 

 

This is how the principle of the Atonement works. We are free to 

believe whatever we want but this can in no way affect reality.  

 

There is another vision and another Voice  

in which your freedom lies, awaiting but your choice.   

And if you place your faith in Them, you will perceive another self 

in you.  This other self sees miracles as natural.   

They are as simple and as natural to it as breathing to the body.  

They are the obvious response to calls for help, the only one it 

makes. Miracles seem unnatural to the ego because it does not 

understand how separate minds can influence each other.  

 Nor “could” they do so.  But minds cannot be separate.  

 This other self is perfectly aware of this. 

 And thus it recognizes that miracles do not affect another's mind,  

only its own. They always change “your” mind. There “is” no other.  

T-21.V.3:1-12 

 

You do not realize the whole extent to which the idea of separation 

has interfered with reason.   

Reason lies in the other self you have cut off from your awareness.   

And nothing you have allowed to stay in your awareness is capable 

of reason.  How can the segment of the mind devoid of reason 

understand what reason is, or grasp the information it would give?   

All sorts of questions may arise in it, but if the basic question stems 

from reason, it will not ask it.   

Like all that stems from reason, the basic question is obvious,  

simple and remains unasked.   

But think not reason could not answer it. 

T-21.V.4:1-7 

 

God's plan is simple; never circular and never self-defeating.   

He has no Thoughts except the Self-extending, 

 and in this your will must be included.   

Thus, there must be a part of you that knows His Will and shares it.   
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It is not meaningful to ask if what must be is so.   

But it is meaningful to ask why you are unaware of what is so,  

for this must have an answer if the plan of God for your salvation is 

complete.  And it must be complete,  

because its Source knows not of incompletion.  

T-21.V.6:1-6 

 

Faith and perception and belief can be misplaced,  

and serve the great deceiver's needs as well as truth.   

But reason has no place at all in madness, 

 nor can it be adjusted to fit its end.   

Faith and belief are strong in madness,  

guiding perception toward what the mind has valued.   

 

This is the belief that the thought of perception is real.  

 

But reason enters not at all in this.  

 For the perception would fall away at once, 

 if reason were applied.  There is no reason in insanity, 

 for it depends entirely on reason's absence.   

The ego never uses it, because it does not realize that it exists.  

 The partially insane have access to it, and only they have need of it.  

Knowledge does not depend on it, and madness keeps it out.  
T-21.V.8:1-9 

 

The ego is afraid of this knowing that if reason comes into the 

mind, the ego will disappear. In the presence of the Atonement 

principle, madness disappears. Insanity disappears. Reason only has 

meaning when we begin to realize that (due to our study of the 

Course) we are now only “partly insane.” Reason is the right-minded 

correction of the Holy Spirit. Again, Jesus is talking about the power 

of our minds to choose. We place the power in the hands of the Holy 

Spirit or the ego. It’s up to us to decide.  

 

VI. Reason versus Madness 

Reason cannot see sin but can see errors,  

and leads to their correction.  

 It does not value ‘them’, but their correction.   

Reason will also tell you that when you think you sin, 

you call for help.   

Yet if you will not accept the help you call for,  

you will not believe that it is yours to give.   
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And so you will not give it, thus maintaining the belief.  

 For uncorrected error of any kind deceives you about the power that 

is in you to make correction.  If it can correct,  

and you allow it not to do so, you deny it to yourself and to your 

brother.  And if he shares this same belief you both will think that you 

are damned.  This you could spare him and yourself.   

For reason would not make way for correction in you alone.  

T-21.VI.1:1-10 

 

Madness is an attack on reason that drives it out of mind,  

and takes its place.  Reason does not attack,  

but takes the place of madness quietly,  

replacing madness if it be the choice of the insane to listen to it. 

But the insane know not their will, for they believe they see the body, 

and let their madness tell them it is real. 

Reason would be incapable of this. 

And if you would defend the body against your reason, you will not 

understand the body or yourself. 

T-21.VI.4:1-5 

 

The body does not separate you from your brother,  

and if you think it does you are insane.   

T-21.VI.5:1:1 

 

That you and your brother are joined is your salvation; 

the gift of Heaven, not the gift of fear.  

 Does Heaven seem to be a burden to you?   

In madness, yes.   

And yet what madness sees must be dispelled by reason.  

T-21.VI.8:1-4 

 

You ‘are’ your brother's savior.  He is yours.   

Reason speaks happily indeed of this.   

This gracious plan was given love by Love.  

 And what Love plans is like Itself in this: Being united, 

 It would have you learn what you must be.  

 And being one with It, 

 it must be given you to give what It has given, 

 and gives still.   

T-21.VI.10:1-4 
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VII. The Last Unanswered Question 

Do you not see that all your misery comes  

from the strange belief that you are powerless?   

Being helpless is the cost of sin.  

 Helplessness is sin's condition;  

the one requirement that it demands to be believed.  

 Only the helpless could believe in it.  

Enormity has no appeal save to the little.   

And only those who first believe that they are little 

 could see attraction there.  

 Treachery to the Son of God is the defense of those who do not 

identify with him.   

And you are for him or against him; either you love him or attack 

him, protect his unity or see him shattered and slain by your attack. 

T-21.VII.1:1-8 

 

But let him only ask himself these questions,  

which he must decide, to have it done for him: 

Do I desire a world I rule instead of one that rules me? 

Do I desire a world where I am powerful instead of helpless? 

Do I desire a world in which I have no enemies and cannot sin? 

And do I want to see what I denied because it is the truth? 

T-21.VII.5:1-14 

 

The first three of these questions have to do with what is in the 

world. The last one has to do with what is in our mind. The last 

question is of particular importance. Are we willing to look at what 

we have denied. As we have seen, this chapter is all about being 

responsible. The ego never wants us to get back to that point in our 

mind where we can choose truth over illusion.  

 

Forget not that the choice of sin or truth, helplessness or power,  

is the choice of whether to attack or heal.   

For healing comes of power, and attack of helplessness.   

Whom you attack you ‘cannot’ want to heal.  

And whom you would have healed  

must be the one you chose to be protected from attack.  

 And what is this decision but the choice whether to see him through 

the body's eyes, or let him be revealed to you through vision?  

 

This last sentence is asking us, do we want to see the world 

through the veil of all the judgment we throw out upon the world or 



20 

 

are we willing to see though true vision – the way the Holy Spirit 

sees? 

 

 How this decision leads to its effects is not your problem.  

 But what you want to see must be your choice.   

This is a course in cause and not effect. 

T-21.VII.7:1-8 

 

Cause and effect 

Cause and effect is another one of the parts of the Course, (like 

purpose) on which Ken placed special emphasis. The Course is 

always about trying to help us change our minds, i.e. “the cause” 

rather than the effect. The only problem there is in this world is only 

always in my mind (your mind, our mind).   

 

Consider carefully your answer to the last question you have left 

unanswered still.  And let your reason tell you that it must be 

answered, and is answered in the other three.  

 And then it will be clear to you that,  

as you look on the effects of sin in any form,  

all you need do is simply ask yourself: 

Is this what I would see?  Do I want this? 

T-21.VII.8:1-5 

 

This is your one decision; this the condition for what occurs.  

 It is irrelevant to how it happens, but not to why.   

You ‘have’ control of this.  

 And if you choose to see a world without an enemy,  

in which you are not helpless, the means to see it will be given you. 

T-21.VII.9:1-4 

 

Why is the final question so important?  

Reason will tell you why.  

 It is the same as are the other three, except in time.  

 The others are decisions that can be made, 

 and then unmade and made again.  

 But truth is constant,  

and implies a state where vacillations are impossible.   

You can desire a world you rule that rules you not,  

and change your mind.   

You can desire to exchange your helplessness for power,  

and lose this same desire as a little glint of sin attracts you.   
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And you can want to see a sinless world, and let an "enemy"  

tempt you to use the body's eyes and change what you desire. 

T-21.VII.10:1-8 

 

In content all the questions are the same.  

 For each one asks if you are willing to exchange the world of sin 

for what the Holy Spirit sees, since it is this the world of sin denies.  

 And therefore those who look on sin are seeing the denial of the 

real world.  Yet the last question adds the wish for constancy in your 

desire to see the real world, 

so the desire becomes the only one you have.  

 By answering the final question "yes," you add sincerity 

to the decisions you have already made to all the rest.   

For only then have you renounced the option to change your mind 

again.  When it is this you do not want, the rest are wholly 

answered. 

T-21.VII.11:1-7 

 

It is not enough to say I do not want to be a victim of the world. 

Unless I undo my decision for guilt, I will continue to project guilt. I 

will continue to see myself as a victim of the world. Deciding with 

the Holy Spirit means I no longer want to see myself as a separate 

individual separate from and distinct from the love of God.  

 

Elusive happiness,  

or happiness in changing form that shifts with time and place,  

is an illusion that has no meaning.   

Happiness must be constant, because it is attained by giving up the 

wish for the ‘inconstant’.  

 Joy cannot be perceived except through constant vision.  

 And constant vision can be given only 

those who wish for constancy.   

T-21.VII.13:1-5 
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VIII. The Inner Shift 

Are thoughts, then, dangerous?  To bodies, yes!   

The thoughts that seem to kill are those that teach the thinker that he 

‘can’ be killed.  And so he "dies" because of what he learned.  

 He goes from life to death, the final proof he valued the inconstant 

more than constancy.  Surely he thought he wanted happiness.   

Yet he did not desire it ‘because’ it was the truth, and therefore must 

be constant. 

T-21.VIII.1:1-7 

 

The constancy of joy is a condition quite alien to your understanding.   

Yet if you could even imagine what it must be, 

 you would desire it although you understand it not.  

 The constancy of happiness has no exceptions;  

no change of any kind.  

 It is unshakable as is the Love of God for His creation.   

Sure in its vision as its Creator is in what He knows,  

happiness looks on everything and sees it is the same.  

 It sees not the ephemeral, for it desires everything be like itself,  

and sees it so.  Nothing has power to confound its constancy,  

because its own desire cannot be shaken.   

It comes as surely unto those who see the final question is necessary 

to the rest, as peace must come to those who choose to heal and not to 

judge. 

T-21.VIII.2:1-8 

 

I have deliberately moved this first section from this chapter to the 

end so I could read it to the class in closing. 

 

I. The Forgotten Song 

 

Listen, 

perhaps you catch a hint of an ancient state not quite forgotten;  

dim, perhaps, and yet not altogether unfamiliar,  

like a song whose name is long forgotten, and the circumstances in 

which you heard completely unremembered.   

Not the whole song has stayed with you, but just a little wisp of 

melody, attached not to a person or a place or anything particular. 

 But you remember, from just this little part,  

how lovely was the song, 

 how wonderful the setting where you heard it,  

and how you loved those who were there and listened with you.   
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T-21.I.6:1-3 

 

Listen, and see if you remember an ancient song you knew so long 

ago and held more dear than any melody you taught yourself to 

cherish since. 

 T-21.I.7:5 

 

Beyond the body, beyond the sun and stars,  

past everything you see and yet somehow familiar,  

is an arc of golden light that stretches as you look 

into a great and shining circle.  

 And all the circle fills with light before your eyes.  

 The edges of the circle disappear, and what is in it is no longer 

contained at all.  The light expands and covers everything,  

extending to infinity forever shining and with no break or limit 

anywhere.  Within it everything is joined in perfect continuity.  

 Nor is it possible to imagine that anything could be outside, 

 for there is nowhere that this light is not.  

T-21.I.8:1-6 
 

The Lord’s Prayer from 

A Course in Miracles 

 

Forgive us our illusions,  

Father, and help us to accept our true relationship with You,  

in which there are no illusions,  

and where none can ever enter. 

Our holiness is Yours.  

What can there be in us that needs forgiveness 

when Yours is perfect?  

The sleep of forgetfulness is only the unwillingness 

 to remember Your forgiveness and Your Love.  

Let us not wander into temptation, 

 for the temptation of the Son of God is not Your Will.  

And let us receive only what You have given, and accept but this 

into the minds which You created and which You love.  

Amen. 


